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I HAVE before written a narratiye of the 
two wars which Pruffia made on Sileiia 
and Bohemia. This narrative was the work 
of a young man, and the confequence of 
that frenzy for writing which^ in Europe, 
is become a kind of epidemic difeafe. After 
the peace of 1746 I renounced hiftory, be» 
Qaufe that political intrigues, when they are 
unprodudive, do not merit more confidera- 
tion than do the cabals of private fociety ; 
and becaufe that the interior adminiftration 
of a ftate does npt fumiih fufficient materials 
for hiftory« The war which happened in 
1756 occafioned me to change my opinion. 
It had been preceded by fo much artifice, 
and the number of our enemies was fo fu« 
perior to the forces of Pruifia, that a hiftory 
on fubjeQ;s of fuch importance appeared to 
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me not unworthy of being tranfmitted t# 

pofterity. Fot this purpofe, at the con- 

clufion of each campaign^ I wrote memoirs 

on the events it had produced, and while 

the memory of them was recent. But, 

thefe fadts being ftrongly conneAed with 

political affairs, I was obliged to make the 

latter a part of my plan. In this work I 

have had two principal objects in view : the 

firft was to demonftrate to pofterity that 

the avoiding of this war did not depend upon 

me, and that the honoui* and the welfare of 

the ftate prevented my confenting to peace 

tinker other conditions than thofe ftipulated 

when peace was concluded ; and the fecond 

to relate all military operations, as clearly 

and with as much precifion as was pofiible, 

that I might leave an authentic colle&ion 

of the advantageous and difadvantageous 

fituatidfis, as they occurred in the provinces 

and kingdoms where war was made, for the 

inftrudion of the houfe of Brandenbourg, 

whenever it may again have to contend 

with the houfe of Auilria« 

2 The 
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The fuccefi of any war depends ffcezHf 
On the capacity of the general ; on a knoW-^ 
ledge of the places he occupies^ and on the 
art i^ith which he may derive advantage 
irom his fituation ; either In preventing th^ 
enemy from taking fuch pofts as might 
favour his purpofe^ or in choofing himfelf 
tkofe mod conducive to fuccefs. Numef oua 
examples in proof of this aflertion will be 
found in thefe memoirs. Little attention 
will be requifite to fhow the eSt€t witb 
which the Auflrians took certain pofitiond^ 
andthat with which thePruflians afTumed cer- 
tain others. May God grant that no fecond 
war, equally complicated and difficult with 
that we have lately terminated, fhould ever 
be feen ! It is not probable that any fimilar 
chain of caufes (hould, in a fhort time, pro- 
duce the fame circumftdnces as thofe Under 
which we Were. When Pruffia fhall not 
have to oppofe fo many powets, fhe may 
always cover Silefia and the eleSorate of 
Brandenbourg, by immediately penetrating 
with her army into Bohemia. On an occa- 

fioa 
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fion like this^ the camps of Saxony and 
Bohemia, concerning which I have fpoken 
fo particularly, may be ufeful; and will 
abridge the labour of thofe who fliall con- 
duit the war^ in which one of the things 
moft difficult is, when war is to be carried 
on in a country but little known, to be well 
aware of which is the beft road firft to 
march* Pofitions are frequently obliged to 
be taken at a venture^ for want of knowing 
which is good ; and which are perhaps in 
the vicinity. Timidity is the confequence ; 
and a camp ill chofen is expofed to the ut- 
moft peril : inftead of which, when camps 
are by experience found to be good, every 
ftep is more deciiive and more methodical. 
I muft however obferve, that camps are 
good or bad according to circumftances ; as, 
for example, that of Torg^u is admirable, 
when it can be filled with feventy thoufand 
men; but defective when thirty thoufand 
muft be oppofed to fixty thoufand, becaufe 
they will be too much difperfed, confe- 
quently weakened; and the enemy, if he 

pleafe. 
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jrfeafe, may force it on that fide where it 
ihall be the moft feeble. A camp is like a 
garment, that ought neither to be too large 
nor too fmall for the wearen If a choice 
mnft be made, however, it is better to have 
too many men than too few. There are other 
tamps which cover a part of the ground, 
Imt which become defefltive if the enemy 
by his motions ihall change his pofition : 
the camp of Landfhut, admirable as it is for 
the covering of Lower Silefia, becomes bad 
and incapable of defence fo foon as thelmpe^ 
rialifts fhall poflefs Glatz and Wartha, be- 
caufe that it will then be totally turned. In 
fimilar cafes the judgment ought to didate 
the part that fiiould be taken. It ought 
particularly to be guarded againft fervile 
imitation, which is wrong. And wherefore? 
Becaufe that generals never are placed in 
cxaftly fimilar fituations. There may be 
fomething relative in their pofitions I allow; 
but examine them well, and infinite varieties 
will be found ; hecaufe that nature, in every 
fenfe fruitful, neitherxreates the fiune ap- 
pearances 
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pearances nor repeats the fame incidents. 
It would therefore be bad reafoning to' &)r 
marihal Lustemburg was exadly fituated a$ 
I am ; he a£ted in fuch a manner ; I will 
a£t the fame. Paft fsL&s are good to ftore 
the imagination, and the memory; they 
furnifh a repofitory of ideas, whence a 
fupply of materials may be obt^ned ; but 
which ought to be purified by pafling 
through the ftrainer of the judgment I 
therefore repeat, the details of the laft war 
ought only to be employed as an augmen- 
tation of the magazine of military ideas; and 
to prove the value of fome principal pofitions^ 
which willremsdn determinate fojong as the 
country fhall not change its face, and nature 
ihall not be overwhelmed. It is exceeding- 
ly probable the Auftrian generals will not 
depart from the method of marihal Daun, 
which is good pad contradi6:ion; and that, 
in fucceeding wars, they will be equally at- 
tentive to poft themfelves properly as they 
were in the laft* This obliges me to obferve 
that, a general would be wrong ihould he 

be 
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be in hafte to attack the enemy in hilly 
pofts, or on broken ground. I have fome- 
times, by neceffity, been forced to this ex- 
tremity ; but, when war is made with equal 
powers, advantages more certain may be 
procured by ftratagem and addrefs, and 
without expofing an army to equal danger. 
The fum of many fmall advantages will be 
great. The attack of a well-defended poft 
is befide a bone of hard digeftion^ and the 
all^ant is liable to be repulfed and beaten. 
It is only to be carried by the facrifice of 
from fifteen to twenty thoufand men, which 
makes a wide breach in an army. Recruits, 
fuppofing they are to be plentifully obtained, 
will fill up numbers, but will not fupply the 
qualities of the foldiers that have been loft. 
The Ungdom becomes depopulated by rci 
Slewing the army ; the troops degenerate ; 
and, if the war is long, the general will 
find himfelf at the head of ill-difciplined 
peafaats, vr}th whom he fcarcely dares 
appear in face of the enemy. In any 
violent conjun^ure, I grant, it is neceffary 

to 
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to depart from rules, and to have xtcaatCtt 
to defperate remedies ^ as poifoo is given to 
the iicky when there are no other means of 
cure. But, fuch cafes excepted, it is rcquir 
fite, in my opinion, to proceed with mor^ 
caution ; to weigh and to meafure; becaufc^ 
that the general who allows the leaft tp 
chance is the moft able. 

I have but another word, which jeel^tes 
to the ftyle that I have adopted, I was ib 
much offended by the words /an4 fnCj tiiaX 
I determined to fpeak of fubje£fcs thatrelate^ 
to myfelf in the third perfon. In fo long ^ 
work it would have been infupportable to 
jhave fpoken continually in my own naoup. 
I made it a law to adhere fcrupuloufly to the 
truth) and to be impartial ; b^auffs that the 
hatred and animofity of an author infkiji^s 
. no man ; and becaufe that it would b^ wea^* 
nds, even to pufiUanimity, not to fpeak w^I 
of an enemy, and not to render him the 
juftice he deferves. If in my own. defpife 
I have departed from this rule, pofterity 
muft pardon me» and contSt me where I 

deferve 
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dderve corredtioiu To add any thing more 
would be fuperfluous ; and perhaps a work 
like this, meant only to be read by a few 
perfoas, ftands in no need of a Preface. 

:PafJUm^ March 3» 1764* 
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Internal Negotiations of Trujfia and Auftria^ 
during the Peace. 

THE peace eiljoyed by Europe pertnittcrd 
the Various powers to turn their attention 
tb internal government. The king began by 
reforming thofe abufes which had been intro- 
duced into the general police. He laboured, 
by the aid of new eftablifhments, to augment 
his finances ; he applied himfelf to reftore mi- 
litary difcipline ; to render the fortreffes as pcr- 
fe6t as poffible; and to colled all kin4s of 

Vol.l, Hifi.Sev.TtarsWar, 
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accoutrements^ flores^ and arms^ the con* 
fumption of which while the ^va^ continued had 
been fo prodigious. 

Juftice, ill adminiftered during the preceding 
rcigH, and become the reverfe of juft, deferved 
particular cares and attention. People were 
accullomed to elude the laws. Attornies made 
a Ihameful traffic of confidence : to be rich or 
poor was fufficient to gain or lofe a caufe. Such 
ibufes, becoming daily more intolerable, called 
loudly for reform; as well in the perfbns of the 
judges, advocates, and attornies^ as in the laws 
themfelves j which it was neceflary to render 
more clear, and the formalities of which, not 
relating to the real queflion, and prolonging 
the fuit, it was alfo neceflfary to retrench. 

The king committed this labour to his great 
chancellor Cocceji, a man of integrity, whofe 
virtue and probity were worthy of the noUe 
ages of the R(Hnan republic. Leaned and en- 
lightened, he ieemed like Tribonianus, bom 
for legkAation, a^id the good of mankind. This 
iage of the laws undertodk the painful and de* 
Ucate work with fo much zeSi that, after one 
fiSLt^ a&doou&imdi^tfby^ die fovereign courts of 
j^iM, pts^gfKl of thoTe men by whom they had 
betA 4ifgtmctd> were fupplied with virtuous 
Kagiftraies; a new code of laws, for all the 
3 provinces. 
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jMrovinces liwdcr the Pnoflian dominion, was 
fini&ed; zskd, a&er k had been approved by 
the ffiates, promulgated. The pcofpeft wai ex- 
te^^d to futurity ; and, as expodence teaches 
us that the beft infliitution^ dechne^ or become 
ufelefs,^ if they are left in negleft, and if not re- 
ftored to thofe fijrft principles on which they 
were founded, a rule was made that there fhould 
be a general vifitation^ of the fovereign courts 
of juftice, once in three years ; that obfervation 
c^ the new laws might be enforced, and fuch 
officers of juftice as were difcovered to have 
been guiky of prevarication punifhed. This 
new order, introduced in the adminiftration of 
juftice, enforced the happinefs of the people; 
andiecui^to^cb&milyifspofTeffions^ Every 
incSividual lived under the fafeguard of the laws, 
for they were abfohite.. 

Howevtr great the dares of the late king in 
regvt]ati0g and arranging the iiftan^e^ h^ been, 
he had not efiefked aU k was poffible to elTeft. 
He had ncidicr the time nor the means for coi>- 
eluding a work fo great; ftnd the improve- 
' ments that ftill mi^ be made weipe immenfe ; 
as well refpe&ing lands that w^re to be cleared 
a» the eftabliibtoent of manufa^ritgs, the ex- 
tending cf ^adc, and the ^a^owaging of in- 
dtiftry. The foil years «f «he king'$ rcigp 
B a were 
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were appropriated to war ; nor could he turn 
his attention to interior government, till he had 
firft infured tranquillity. Along the Oder, 
from S winemunde to Kuftrin, were vaft marfhes ; 
which perhaps had, in all ages, lain unculti- 
vated- A plan for clearing this country was 
formed. A canal was dug, from Kuftrin to 
Wrietzen, by which thefc marftiy lands were 
drained, and two thoufand families were there 
fettled. Thefe fettlements were continued 
from Schwedt to beyond Stettin, where twelve 
hundred additional families found eafe and 
plenty. Thus was a fmall province gained, 
by induftry, from ignorance and idlenefs. 

The woollen manufaftory, which was rather 
conGderablci was in want of fpinners. Thefc 
were brought out of foreign countries, and were 
fettled in different villages of two hundred fa- 
milies each. It had been a cuftom, time im- 
memorial, in the dutchy of Magdebourg, for 
the inhabitants of Vogtland to come and gather 
in' the harVcft ; after which they returned home. 
The king gave thefe people fettlements in the 
dutchy i and thus procured the ftate a number 
of thefe foreigners. 

By fuch various operations, the kingdom, 
during peace, acquired two hundred and eighty 
new villagfes. Nor did the care -of the countqr 

occafion 
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fKxafion the towns to be negledled. Anew 
town was built on the Swine, after which it was 
called Swinfemunde, and was at the fame time 
made a port, by digging the channel deeper, 
and cleanfing thebafon at the mouth of the Oder. 
The city of Stettin thus gained the tolls that 
had formerly been paid to the Swedes, in paffing 
to Wolgaft down the Peene, which greatly con- 
tributed to render its trade flourifhing, and to 
attraft foreigners. New manufaftories were 
eftabliflied in all the ;owns. Thofe for rich 
ftuffs and velvets were found moft fuitaWe to the 
city of Berlin. Light velvets . and plain ftuffs 
were made at Potfdam. Splittgerber fupplie4 
all the provinces with the fugar which he re- 
fined at Berlin. ,A dimity manufaftory rendered 
the city of Brandenbourg flouriftiing. Ruffian 
leather was drefled at Frankfort, on the Oder. 
Silk ftockings and handkerchiefs were made at 
Berlin, Mag^ebourg, and Potfdam. The Wege- 
ly manufaftory was doubled. The planting of 
mulberry trees was encouraged throughout ajl 
the provinces. The clergy gave aa example 
to the huft)andmen, and. taught them to rear 
that precious infeft which originally comes from 
the Indies, and from the down of which filk is 
obtained. In places where wood was plentiftil, 
|?ut whence it could not be trapfported fpr the 

B 3 want 



waiit of iMLVigabk rivcars, iron-^feufideries wens 
iftaWifhed, which foon fopplied the fertrefles 
knA t!he army with caft okinoh^ bull^sj and 
bottbs. In the j^rincipaJity of Mindeti and the 
county of Marck, new fait pits were difcoveredt 
and the fiilt was refined. The pits oif Halk 
Were brought to perfeftion, by the conftruftio^ 
of buildings for the gradation of the fak. 
Which faved wood. In a word, ihduftry was; 
encouraged in the capital and the kingdom. 

The king enforced the right of market toUsj^ 
Avhich the Saxqnshad difputed with the town of 
Magdebourg ; and, by the means of dude* 
eflablithed on the frontiers, the trade of th6 
Pruffian provinces was almoft on a par with that 
of Saxony. The Embden company eftabliflied 
^n important trade widi China. By ditniniftiing 
the exporuttibn duties at Stettin, Konigfberg, 
and Coiberg, the revenues 'of thefc places were 
aUrioft doubled. The refult of thefe yariou? 
operations of finance was, without including 
the revenues df Silefia apd Eaft Frifeland, or 
loading the people with any new tax whatever, 
that tihe crown had acquired an incrcafc of it- 
venue, in 1756, qf twelve hundred thoufend 
crowns ; and, after the inh)^bitants of all th<i 
provinces had begn numbered, the fum total 
was fduiid to amount to five millions of fouls. 
' Thu5, 
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Thm, fijQjce the riqhcs of a ftatt copjQift in titic 
a^nit^r of ic$ bhabitaots^ Fruffia might be 
eQ;i(^ed twioe ^ powerful as it had bcex^ 
4wing the latter part of the reiga of Frederic 
\S^lijim, the faAerof the king. 

'ilje laws ami the finances did ;^ot wholly 
K^arb the retention of the king ; (be army^ 
chat inftrument of fame aad prefervation, was 
90jt: nftgle<5^. The king was particularly 
watch&dtluit di&iptine and fubordination ihould 
fee jsnaintftined^ ia each province. The troops 
WfiWiregnkriy aflfeiRbied every yejir ; and in 
the fields of peace were taught the grand evo-« 
lutiQitf ai^d mftn^uvfc* of war. The infantry 
was exendfed in various rnQtions ; and taught * 
to fbvm ; t» Mtack in plains ^^d on heights ; 
to dieffind vill^es 4nd intrenchqients ; pafs 
rivers ; cover inapche$ with reverfed columns ; 
to retreat, and, i© fi»e, to perform every move- 
ment which ym necejOTary. to be made i^ the 
face of au eaemy« 

The .cavalry w^ exerdfed in difier^nt at* 
tadcs, idofe and open ; was taught to recQn* 
noitre $ to ibaoeh ibr forage, gree^ md dry ; 
and t» form, ami take points of fight on pre- 
icribed lines. In thofe (^mpns that were the 
OToft papulous, the fttpcynuiperaries ampwte4 
$p thirty-^x men for ewh CQHfipftiiy^ «idinthp 

B4 leaft 
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Icaft to twenty-four ; fothat, though there were 
no new levies, the total number of thefe fuper- 
Humeraries amounted to ten thoufand men.' 
Each battalion, each regiment of cavalry, was 
headed by old commanders ; approved officers, 
brave and meritorious. The corps of captains 
confided of experienced men ; men of found* 
underftanding ; men of valour. The fubal- 
terns were feledt; feveral of them poffelfed 
great capacity, and were worthy of riling to 
fuperior Rations. In a word, the induftry and 
emulation which reigned throughout the army 
were admirable. 

Among thfl^nerals it was not the fame : al- 
though therfe were fome who pofleffcd real merit, 
the majority had much valour, but much indo-* 
lence. It was the cuftom that rank muft bo 
obtained by feniority, and not by abilities. This 
was an ancient abufe, which had been of no 
prejudice in the preceding wars ; bccaufe that 
the king, afting only with one army, had no 
need of many detachments; aijd becaufe that 
the troops and generals of the Auftrians, whom 
he oppofcd, were not above mediocrity, and 
had, entirely neglefted taAics. The king at-^ 
trafted marftial Keith from the Ruffian fervicc ; 
^nd this was an excellent acquifitipn. He 
'waks a' rnan of . mild and virtuous manners; 
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an ;^able officer, poffeflfed of the greatcft po- 
Jitenefs^ and of heroic yalouf in the day of 
battle. . . . . ' , 

. The corp^ of artillery had been augmented : 
the king increafed it to three battalions ; the 
laft.of whiijh was deftined for. garrifon towns. 
It was well exercifed, and in good condition ; 
Iput not fuffifi^ntly nunjieroijs, for that profufipn 
Snd various fpeci^s^qf: artijlery whiqh falhion 
foon after introduced into armies. The number 
ought to^haye been double.;, bup, as fuch h^d 
not. b^en thej^cuf^mjin preceding wars, and 
as thcfe t^o battalions would formerly have 
been fufficje|it fcjr (etivic^y augmentation was not 
at firft thou^t of. 

Thp. worjcs^ of Schweidnii^ were built during 
the pe^^ejrafid thpfe of Neifs, Gofi^l, Glatz, 
^nd Glogau, improved. ; Schweidmt^ a^s in- 
tended as a dcpofit; for fl^e^arrfiy,; fho^dihc 
war be carried into Bohemia; on tha^ f^e ;. .and» 
j^s the Auftrianshad fl^ewn but littl^e capacity, 
jiuring t^e laft war, for the attack and dejfenc« 
.of fortrefies,^ the works.were but Jigjitlyi^on- 
flrafted.; TIjisin realityAvas very ill reafoning^ 
for fortrefles- are not builf for a day, but for 
duration. And who might warrant that the 
cmprefs quc^ji Ihould not* hereafter acquire an 
Atjle ^ng^epr, who ihould' jintroduce ad, art in 
. . which 
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which ihre Auftrian anny vpas deficient^ ami 
fender that art a>mmon ? Thus were fkuks 
committed; repentance was the confeqnencc. 
To rcafon more fcHidly was learned from iex« 
perience. 

On the other part, k was for^en that a well 
conditioned wellmsuntained army was not alone 
fufficient for war ; but that ftores, pfovifions^ 
terms, and clothing, m refervc were necoflary* 
This was the caufc that ftores of all forts, fui> 
iiimre:, fad^es, ftifrups, bits, boots, caf toucl^* 
boxes, belts anddte like were amafied. Tfat 
arfenal contained 8% thoufand miAets, twenty 
thoufend fabres, twelve tboufend Swords, as 
many piftols, carbines, and bat|deleers, and hi 
a word whatever was neqdBary for periodical 
fupply, and whicb cannot atlways be ol>tained 
in time of need, with fufficient promptitudo. 
A train of heavy artillery had been caft, conr? 
fitting of eighty battering piecps and twenty 
TOottars, and depdfited in die fbrtrefs of Neif^ 
The gunpowder colleidted amounted to fifty-fix 
thoufand quintals, whicb Were diftributed 
through the diSerent fortr^s of the kingdom* 
The magazines of proyifions contained liiirtyr 
fix thoufand winfpds of flour, and twelve thou* 
Tand of oats ; fo drnt, by taking thefe preyiou* 
tneaFiircs, every thing was pr^ared for the 

foreboded 
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^ebockKi W9r, i^hkk feemed at no great 4if« 
fa&ce^ The kkig even made an augmenution 
iniheg^ifoa rcgimeijcs,. in 1755; tiofe of 
Silefia w^Fe uicreafed to eight battalions, thofe 
of Praffia to three, and thofo of th? ejeftoraj 
tnardfci^ ^p two J in the whole thirteen bat- 
^ons. 

In a poCfr cquntry, the fovereign finds no ro^' 
ibufce -in the purfe of his fubjeft*,^ and his 
ikity IS, by prudence an4 good oeconomy, to 
(a apart fupplies for thofe extraordinary ei:- 
fcnces which w|U become indifpenfable. The 
^m, ao^afies in funimer what it confumes in win- 
ter ; and a king ought to provide during peace 
for the e^fpenditures of war. This article, 
jediich unfortunately was of fuch importance, 
vas not forgotten ; and Pruflia was, of itfelf, 
o^)able of making Tome campaigns. In a word« 
4ie wa$ ready to appear in the lifts on the firft 
^gna}, and IX) bfeak a lance with her op* 
cponents. Hdw ufeful this precaution was will 
be feen hpreaftiw ; as will the neceffity of the 
king c^ Fnafl^i from the odd fituation of his 
provinces, to continue armed and prepared 
for every event, that he might not become 
the fport of his neighbours and his foes. He 
ought indeed t^ have made greater preparations, 
}^ tfai; i^te b$en capably of fuch ; for, in th^ 

p?rfon 
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peken of the emprefs queen, the king found an 
ambitious and vindi<5live enemy, who was the 
more dangerous becaufe fhe- was a woman, 
headlong in Iier opinions, and imj^acable. 

Too true it was that fhe had long been fe- 
cretly preparing thofe grand projeft* in her 
cabinet which were afterward to be put in a£t; 
•Devoured by ambition, (he fought for fame in 
ievery path. She imparted an lOrddr to her re- 
Venues which had been unknown among her 
"anceftors ; and, by excellent arrangements, 
not only repaired what (he had loft in the pro- 
vinces ceded to the king of PruiSa.and tbcking 
of Sardinia, but, had even confiderably augv 
mented her wealth. Count Haugwitz: wa;$ 
rAiade comptroller general of the finances. 
Under his adminiftration, the revenues of the 
emprefs^ queen amounted. to thirty-fix miliion$ 
of florin-s ; or twenty-rfour millioni dF crowns* 
The emperor Charles YL her father, though 
poffeffed of the kingdom of Napks, of Send^, 
*^nd of Silefia, had not fo mtich, - ! ,r. :, , 

"The emperor her huft>and, not dii'ing; to 
mterfere with ftate affairs, undertook thofe of 
trade. ^ He annually coUcfted large fums from 
hi^ Tufcan dominions; which he turned to 
good account in commerce. He eftabliOiecJ 
niifiifaftures, and lent on intereft. He con- 

• -i traded 
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traded for the army-clothing, horfes, arms, and 
uniforms of the whole Imperial army. In part- 
nerfhip with one count Boltza and a merchant 
of the name of Schimmelmann, he farmed 
the cuftom-duties of Saxony ; and, in the year 
1756, he even fold forage and flour to the 
army of the king, then at war with the queen 
his wife. During the war, he advanced very 
confiderable fums to this princefs, on good 
fecurity. In a word he was banker to the court. 
In the preceding wars, the emprefs queen had 
felt the neceffity of better difcipline ; for which 
purpofe flie chofe aftive generals, capable of 
introducing it among her troops. Thofe old 
officers who were ill-fitted for the command 
were difmiffed, with penfions, and replaced by 
young men of family, full of ardour, and the 
love of military renown. Camps were annually 
formed in the provinces, where the troops were 
cxercifed by commifTary infpedlors, well verfed 
in the grand manoeuvres of war. The emprefs^ 
at various times, repaired hcrfelf to the camps 
of Prague and Olmutz; that fhe. might ani- 
mate the troops by her prcfence, and donations. 
,She, better than any fovereign, underftood the 
value of fuch-like diftindlions. She rewarded 
-the officers, -who were recommended by her 
.generals; and every where excited emulation, 

the 
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the employmem df taknt9> and the deiire oi 

A fchocrt of artillery Wiis at the fanie tim^ 
formed^ imder the diredion o( the prince of 
Lichtcnftein. * The corps was made to conflft 
of fix battalions, and he carried the ufe of artil^ 
lery to that unheard-of excefs which it has lately 
attained. His zeal for the emprefs queen occa* 
fioned him to expend, for this purpofe, more 
than a hundred thoufand crowM of his own pro- 
perty. That nothing might be neglefted which 
any way rdated to the army, the emprcfs queen 
founded a college for the young nobility, near 
Vienna, where they were inftrufted in all the 
arts which have any reference to war. Hither 
(he drew able profeflbrs of geometry, fortifica- 
tion, geography, and hiftory, who formed pu- 
pils of capacity ; and thus the college became 
a hurfery of officers. 

By thefe various cares, the army acquired a 
degree of perfeftion before unknown, under 
the emperors of the houfe of Auflxia ; and a 
woman executed plans worthy of a man of 
genius. This princefs, who extended her views 
to every part of adminiftration, ill fatisfied with 
the manner in which foreign and political 
affairs had hitherto been managed, chofe count 
Kaunitz, toward the conclufion of the year 
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1755, and gave him the patent of prim? mini- 
fter, that every branch of government might 
be under the infpedtion of one man. We (hall^ 
in its place^ havt^ oceafion to bang, the reader 
more particularly acquainted with a perfon 
who enafted fo great a part. He partook of 
afi ite ientiments of his fovcrc%n i and had 
file ait to flatter her pafiions and gauft. her con- 
fidence* When he became minifteF, he la« 
boured to Ibrm aHiances^ aod to eschide tfaie 
king of Pniffia^ that he might prepare &r 
tii^pkskf which tbt had fd much at hearty of 
nc^^mmg Sikfid^ and of hmnblmg this fove« 
i^fiignv Bui^ as diis propexly belongs to the 
licAtiowiDag charpter^ we flnall here drop the fob* 

Thu& Were two powers dormg peace prejanr^ 
mg fer wi3(r; like two ^hdJmn&y who im^ 
tvently bum to employ the fwards they are 
Jl2iarpeftiflg« 
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CHAP, it 

0/ War arid Politics; from the Teat 1746 W 
the Tear 1756. 

g 'TpHE peace of Drefdeh, like mirfl' 
JL treaties which are made between 
fovereigns, fufpended hoftilities withoiat de- 
ftroying the feeds of difcord, which exifted 
between Auftria and Pruflia. Whatever difli- 
mulation the court of Vienna niight ernploy^ 
the lofs of Silefia dwelt too forely on the me- 
mory to permit animofity arid hatred to be fmo* 
thered, or that they (hould not at length flame 
forth. Properly fpeaking, the war between 
thefe two. powers was not ended ; it did but 
change its appearance; and, though armies 
were no longer combating in the field, the 
Auftrians in their cabinet continued hoftilities* 
Stratagem, intrigue, artifice, were the arms they 
employed to embroil Pruflia with every court 
of Europe ; and, if poffible, to raife her up 
enemies even to the very ends of the earth. Of 
this we fliall bring fufficient teftimony. But, that 
we may employ order and perfpicuity in what 
we ftiall fay, we firft will take a retrofpeftive 
view of particular events, which happened in 

- -4. the 
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the various courts of Europe. As, after Uic 
peace of Drefden, war was ftill carried on^ Ijc- 
tween the courts of Vienna and London on one' 
part, and Paris and Madrid on the other, wc 
find ourfelves obliged to give a fketeh of this 
war, that we may omit nothing which may 
conduce to the better underftanding of this 
hiftory. 

The Imperial and allied armies did not prof* 
per in Flanders, where they were opppfed by 
marflial Saxe. Toward the end (rf* the year. 
1746, the marfhal gained the battle of Rocouiic. 
The lofs of this battle was in part attributed 
to the prince of Waldeck, who was ill pofted^ 
and in part to the Auftriai^s, who did npt fuf- 
tain the Dutch. Prince , Charles of Lorraine, 
after having been a fpeftator of the defeat of 
the latter, fent prince Louis of Brunfwic to 
coyer their retreat ; which he did fo; effeftu- 
ally that the allies gained Macftricht, without 
the French, who purfued them, being abk to 
come up. J 

1 747* Marflial Saxe opened the next cam- 
paign by taking mofl. of the towniJ of Dutch 
Flanders. Louis XV. headed the army in 
perfon. . The prefence of the king and his 
minifters did but increafe the embarraliinent of 
marflial Saxe, and the expence of the army. 
C . The 

Hifi. Se-j. Tears War. Vol. 1. 
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'"the coiirtiers filled the' camp with their ca- 
' l)als, and countera^led the* general* A court 
To numerous daily demanded ten' tHoiifand 
ratios for the coach-hbrTes* * Fut neither tiic 
court of VerTaillea nor the enemfes of France 
could prevent marihal Saxe from^* preferring 
his fuperiority during that canipaign. 'His fiirft 
prqjeft was to befiege Maeftricht ; and, that he 
might deceive the en^my, he feigned an at- 
tempt on "Bergen op- zoom. The ftratagem 

* was underftood'by the duke of Cumberland, 
who haftily maifched into the neighbourhood of 
Maeftricht. The toarftial feeing himfelf an- 
ticipated, as haflily quiftied his camp at' Ma- 
lines, and ' marched beyond St. Tron to the 
heights of Henderert. The allies, who on the 

' eve were at the comrftandery of Yons, neg- 

lefted to occupy that important height. Undc- 

' cided in their choice of the field of batde, and 

' wavering in their refolutions, they fet fire to 

'villages and extinguifhed it ; placed troops in 

thefc villages and withdrew them ; and, on the 

ihormng of the aftion, after hd,ving fet the vil-^ 

lage of Lafeld on fire, they quenched the flames^ 

■ and placed men in it, though at the diftance'of 

' two thoufatid pades in the front of their army* 

' ^t this village the battle began, Marflial Saxe, 

• a Witheft of the inconfiftent motions of the allies, 

imagined 
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imagined. Lafeld.was dcftitute of troops^ pro- 
pofed to feize it, and found his miftake. The 
attack was , made, immediately J and, by per- 
fifting and facrificing their men, the French 
carried the Village, which decided the vidory. 
The allies retired to Maeftricht, without be- 
ing purfued by marflial Saxe ; becaufe that the 
coluit, de. Clermont Tonnerre did not think 

, proper tOic|]^fge ,the enemy with his cavalry, 
notwithftanding , the reiterated orders he re- 

. cei^^d. His ' difobedience to his general pro*^ 
cured him the dignity of marflial of France. 

. Louis XV. therefore properly fpeaking only 

. gained, by his vidtory, the barren advantage of 

. remaining on the field : and the diike of Cum- 
berland, though vanquilhed, preferved Mae- 

: ftricht from a fiege. 

That he might not ftill let the campaign pafs 
tifelefsly away, Saxe returned toward Bergen 
op-z;oom, the fiege of which he committed to 
marihal Lowendahl. The excellent works of 
Cohorn, and the admirable wit with which he 

. had conftnifted the mines, were alone almoft: 
fufiicient for defence, Cronftrom was the go- 

. vemor. He was ninety years of age, and 
his mind and his body were alike infirm. The 
garrifon was none of the beft, and the officers, 
Wanting experience, knew not whether they 

C 2 ought 
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ought td defend themfelves by their mirtes 
or by inundation. They refembled the fa- 
mous afs of the fchools, that is faid to have died 
between two bundles of hay, unable to deter- 
mine on which to feed. The French made an 
aflault, and carried the place almoft without 
refiftance. The governor fcarcely had time ta 
efcape, in his nightcap and gowii. This ex- 
ploit terminated the fuccefs of the French^ for 
the prefent year, in Flanders. 

Fortune was more favourable to the Impc- 
rialifts in Italy, and Provence. It is true that 
the revolution of Genoa occafioned the expe- 
dition of count Btaun** on Toulon to fail. This 
revolution was the effeft of chance. The Au- 
ftrians ill-treated fome citizens, who were at 
work in embarking artillery for Antibes. The 
people affembled, took the part of the infulted 
citizens, and, in their firft fury, drove the 
marqais of Botta and the whole Auftrian garri- 
fon out of Genoa. This was the caufe that 
the army of Auftf ia was in want of provifions 
and ammunition ; and that count Braun quit- 
ted Provence. On his return, hri laid fiege to 
Genoa; but did not take the city. France 
fent fuccours thither, under de Boufflers ; and 

♦ A different fpelling for Brown. T* 

afterward 
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afterward under the duke de Richlieu ; ,who 
bgth took fuch proper meafures that they 
rendered the efforts of the Auftrians abortive. 

The French and Spanifli troops, headed by 
the chevalier de Belleifle, wilhed to open a road 
iijito Italy after the retreat of count ^raun. The 
French firft approached the pafs of Exilles. 
De Belleifle, finding this ppft ill defended, 
thought It might fafely be ihfulted. He fent 
to the Spaniards that, with the French, they 
might attack it with their united forces j but 
tliey deferred joining him for three days. This 
gave time to the king qf Sardinia to reinforce 
^ thofc who defended the pafs ; and the defence 
of which was fo important. The Spaniards 
canieup; and, though circumftances were al- 
tered fince de Belleifle had fent for this rein- 
forcement, he would not be thought in an error: 
he therefore attacked the Sardinian? vigoroufly ; 
^d, aftef having employed every means which 
daring courage could infpire, he was killed 
while he was, with his own hapds,- tearing up a 
pallifado of the enemy's intrenchment. Unable 
^o.furmount obftacles which nature and art had 
raifed^ thefe efforts only ferved to augment the 
lofs of the Freqch and Spaniards, who were 
every where repulfed ; and the number of of- 
ficers of condition, and of the firft families, who 
C 3 fell 
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fell there, put aJl France in mourning. The 
public, often unjuft and full of prejudices, ap-* 
parently ill informed, pronounced this enter- 
prize ralh : it was only bold, and could not 
have failed, if de Belleifle could have executed 
his projedt when it was firft conceived; and 
had not the tardinefs of the Spaniards occafioned 
him to lofe the laurels he was fo near ga- 
thering, 

1748* The French indemnified themfelVes 
in Flanders, for their ill fuccefs in' the neigh- 
bouifiood of the Alps. The genius of marflial 
Saxe had gained an afcendancy over the foes 
of Fraace. He opened the campaign by 
marching his army in fcveral columns; one 
of which menaced Luxembourg ; another 
Bois le Due ; and a third Venlo. Their mo- 
tions led them colledively to Maeftricht, which 
they invefted and began the liege. But, how- 
ever brilliant were the fucceffes of marlhal 
Saxe, his very triumphs became burdenfome 
to France. This was the eighth campaign, 
and the continuance of a war the commence- 
ment of which had been fo fatal exhaufted the 
nation* All the belligerent powers were, in likq 
manner, weary. The caufe of quarrel h^d fo 
often changed that they at length found they 
had none* The frenzy had fubfided; they^- 

fhought 
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t^M^ug^jfeiwlty of p^ace, and.b,egaixa,negOr 
tiMion. Eajb . ppwier felt . its fecret . wounds ; 
foir th^ cure of whicl:^ tranquillity was neceflary. 
Th? Englilh feared to increafe thejir national^ 
d^bt.; that npafter-piece of ideal, wealthy thc^ 
abufe of which prognofticatcd banjoruptcy. The 
Imperial court, fupported by the fub^dies of.s 
England^ would, indeed have, continued the 
W^r, fo long, as her allies would have fupplied| 
the means. She. however confented to peace, 
in qr(|er to turn the refources ftie poflefled tp^ 
the execution of a projed (he had more at 
hcaft fhan the war of Flanders. France fenfi- 
bly felt her great expence3.; and (he had the 
i^^e tp fe*r becaufe of the famine in her 
foutjiem. prpviAces ; the ports of which were 
blockaded by the 4eets of England. 

To thofc reafofts, of ftate, \i;hich the mini- 
ftry of Versailles publicly alleged, there were, 
others to be added^ moi:e fecret and ftill more 
po>werful. Madapie de Ponjpadour had lately^ 
become ini(b:el^ to the king; and (he dreaded^ 
left a contiftuation of the wa.r fl^ould engagip^ 
Louis 3^V, to head Ws army every yev» There^ 
is di>ng?r in abfence foi; favourites and mif** 
treffe^. She well underftood that, to fix the 
heart of her lover, it was neceflary to remove 
^very pr^ext by which they xpi^tbe fepsUated ; * 

C4 ■ -"^ ill. 
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itfawofd it was ncccflary to make peace, to 
cffeft which flie employed all her power. When 
St, Severin departed from Verfkilles for Aix la 
Chapelle, in quality of plenipotentiary, fhe 
faid to him— r*^ Reniember, Sir, not to return 
^' without peace ; for th^s the king will have, 
^* at any price.** 

A congrefs was held at Aix la Chaprfle, 
Maefbicht furrenderedi and pcac« was pro-? 
claimed. By this treaty, France reftored all her 
conqucfts, in Flanders and Brabant, to the 
houfe of Auflxia : in return for which, the em- 
prefs queen ceded the dutchies of Parma and 
Placenza, to don Philip ; but the reverfion of 
them was fecured to the houfe of Auftria j for 
it was ftipulated that, when don Carlos (hould 
afcend the throne of Spain, don Philip ftiould 
fucceed him in the kingdom of Naples ; and it 
is remarkable that this article, thus conceived, 
was ratified without either the participation or 
confent of the kings of Spain and Naples, or 
of don Philip. They therefore tcftified their 
difcOnterit, and protefted againft every meafurc 
laken'af Aix la Chapelle, as contrary to the in- 
dependence of their crowns. 

^The interefts of France and England were re- 
gulated in the feventh article ; in which Eng- 
land engaged' te give up Cape Breton to the 
"* French; 
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French ; and thc' two drowns ' mutually gua- 
rantied their Atiierican pofleffiojis, according 
to the tenor of the treaty o£ Utrecht. They 
agreed to naJne commiffaries,. in order to fettle 
feme difj>utes relative to the Canadian limits. 
The twenty-fecond article contained the gua- 
rantee of Silefia, by all the powers. 

A very fmall degree of attention will fliew. 
that this peace, haftily made, w^ a precipitate 
work ; and that the various powers facrificed 
their future interefts to prefent cmbarraffment. 
They extinguiljied the . conflagration which 
raged through Eqippe ; but they airiafled conx- 
huftiblea, ithat muft catch fire on the firft oc- 
cafion. Nothing more was neceflary than the 
death of the king of Spain to excite new 
troubles ; ' and the indeterminate limits of Ca- 
nada could not fail, at fome period, to embroil 
the French and Englifh. An additional cam- 
paign, or refolutibn in negotiating, will fome- 
times put a long period to the difputes of fove- 
reigns* But palliatives are often preferred to fpe- 
cifics ; and a truce fign^d by impatience to a per- 
manent peace. 

By this war, the court pf Vienna had loft the 
dutchies of Silefia, Parma, and Placenza. This 
diminution of power fhe could ill endure ; and, 
as {he accufed the Englifh of being the princi- 
pal 
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pal caufe of this lofs, who ih« aiBnxied) and not; 
without reafqn, facrificed the intcrcfts of their 
alKes to their own^fhe became d^^tisfied with 
that alHaiice> and was induced to foui^d the 
(hore at VerfaiUes^ and to attepipt to dctaclj 
that power from Pruflia : aittempting, alTo^ at. 
the fame time> to iSi^d fome e^^pedien): that 
iiHght conciliate the intercfts of the two courts^ 
Count Kaunlt^^ to vj^om this projoift moft apt 
pertained^beii^g plenipo^ntiary for the emprefs 
queen at Aix la Chapelle^ did not delay making 
the firft overtures to St. Sevcrin, by infinuating 
that, (hould France and Aufttja come to a good 
underflanding, arrangements might be made^ 
between the two courts, for their mutual ad? 
vantage; according to which Flanders and 
Brabant might become fubgeft to. the mod 
chriftian king; provided the king of PrujQi^ 
(hould be obliged to reftore Silefia to |he em- 
prefs queen. The lure would have been very 
tempting at Verfailles, had nop Louis XV^ 
weary of the war he had lately cppcluded, 
dreaded to begin a new war, for the execution 
of this pr ojeft ; fo that, advantageous as it might;* 
feem, it was declined by St. Seyerin. 

Count Kaunitz ftopt not here. Frivolous in 
his pleafures, but profound in his projefts, he 
was fent as ambafiador to Paris, where he la- 
boured. 
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bourcd, with infinite affiduity and addrefs, to 
crafe the irreconcileable hatred of the French ; 
myhich, from the time of Francis I. and Charles 
y. had fubfifted between the houfes of Bourbon 
and Habfpourg. He frequently repeated, to 
theminiftry, that the aggrandizement of Pruflia 
was their own work ; that they had been repaid 
by ingratitude ; and that they could not derive 
any advantage from an ally who (hould aft for 
his own intereft folely. At other times he told 
them, as if forced by conviftion to fpeak — 
^* It is time, gentlemen, you fliould be relieved 
*^ from the pupillage in which you are held, 
^' by the kings of Pruflia, Sardinia, and other 
^' petty princes. Their politics only tend to 
^^ fow difcord among the great powers ; by 
*^ which they themfelves may be aggrandized, 
*^ We make war for their gain. Did we under- 
*^ ftand each other, we might mutually accede 
^^ to propofals, which would deprive the firft 
*^ powers of Europe of all fubjeft for quarrel, 
*^ and might ferve as a bafis to a durable 
^ peace.** 

Thefe ideas at firft appeared ftrange, to a 
nation that, firom habit and a fucceflion of wiars, 
had long regarded the Imperial houfe as a per* 
pctual enemy. Though the French miniftry was 
flattered by the fuppofitioh that thefe great 

3 powers 
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powers would give laws to Europe, and render, 
peace perpetual, . there wpre other confidera- 
tions by which they were held in copftraint. 
Count Kaunitz however returned continually 
to the charge ; and, by his frequent repetition 
of the fame fentiments, they beganae faniiliar to , 
the court of France ; which infenfibly was per- . 
fuaded that thefe two great ppwer§ were not fo 
ijatively inimical as their forefathers had ima- 
^ned. Time was neceffary for this flioot to 
bud and grow. The doftrine of count Kaunitz 
continually made profelytes, and occafioned a 
coolnefs between the tourts of Verfailles and 
Berlin ; which was particularly remarked when 
lord Tyrconnel was fent to Perlin. This am- 
bai&dor^ very angry at the fuppofition of pu- 
pillage, which count Kaunitz had mentioned 
with fuch contempt, inceflantly and aiFeftedly 
fpoke of the independence of great nowers. He 
one day was imprudent enough to hold dif- 
courfe, the fenfe of which was — ^* Should the 
" king of Pruffia 4ifcover the leaft tergiyerfa- 
^^ tion, we fliall permit his downfal, and he wilj^ 
^' be criiOied/' 

The French preferved the appearance of 
friendfliip and complai(ance to the king, al- 
though the court of Verfailles, no longer fup- 
pcling an alliance with the emprefs qye^n im- 

• poiTibk/ 
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poffible, no longer felt its former repugnance to 
that alliance. Such was the ftate of affairs in 
France, when the vexations of the Euglifti ob- 
liged Louis XV. to have recourfe to arms. 

The court of Vienna, not finding all that 
facility in the court of Verfailles with which fhc 
had flattered hcrfelf, and ever aifiduous in 
mjJdng good her party, turned toward Peterf- 
burg, where fhe employed every means to 
ftrengtheri her union with Ruffia, and to excite 
a quarrel between the emprefs Elizabeth and 
the king of PrufSa. The Ruffian minifler was 
certain that his hatred to Pruffia would be re- 
warded ; and the Auftrians increafed his falary in 
proportion to his bitterhefs. Thofe who were 
at the head of the government, feeking there- 
fore only to inflame the courts of Peterlburg 
and Berlin, found the pretext they fought in a 
fubjeft which was, in itfelf, very innocent. The 
neceflity of eflablifhing a balance of power, in 
the north, had occafioned France, PrufJia, and 
Sweden, to form a triple alliance. Count Bef- 
tuchef at this pretended to take umbrage. He 
filled the mind of the emprefs with fears, and 
proceeded to fuch excefs that the Ruffians im- 
mediately formed confiderable camps, in Fin- 
land, on the Swedifh frontiers, and in Livonift, 

on 
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(On the frontiers of Pruffia. Thefe appearances 
were afterward annually renewed. 

1750. Under thefe critical circiunftances 
a difference arofe^ between Ruffia Und Sweden^ 
concemiiigthe limits, of ^inlaild^ which had not 
been accurately defined^ by the treaty of Abo. 
This unfortunate prctcApe gave Ruflia the li- 
berty, of begmning a war> whenever (he fhould 
think pcoper. The court of Vienna fomenttfd 
thefe diffeniions^ purpoiely to difquiet the king 
of Pruffia^ and induce him to take fome felfe 
(bep, that might involve him in a quarrel with 
Ruffia. The empi^fs« queen, however contented 

; herfetf with feeding the difc<intcnt of the two 

-cowrts,v without raflily haftcning a rupturci 

. TJie fituatioo of the king ^as delicate^ and em- 
baira^g ; it might have become dangerousi 

. bad iie not beeii fortunate enough to gain infer* 
mation of the moft fecret deflgnsof his enemies^ 
by procuring the whole correfpondence between 
the minifters of the courts of Saxony, Vienna, 

. ahd Peterfburg. 

Count * * ♦ felt himfelf humbled by the 
peace of DreTden, was jealous of the puiflance 
of the king, and laboured, in concert with the 
courts of Vienna and Peterfburg, to commu- 
nicate that hatred and envy by which he was 

.devoured. This minifter breathed nothing 

but 
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but war, and flattered hittifelf he' might profit 
by the firft troubles iii Europe; to abafe a neigh- 
bour fo dangerous to* Sa^cbny. He' well under- 
ftood that eledtoratc w6uld nor be fpared,aiid 
that the firft efforts of the Pmffians^ould be 'on 
that fide ; yet did he fuffer the army to moulder 
away. We will not examine hiow far his con- 
dud was confident. He ought not to have 
been ignorant that every ftate deceives itfelf 
which^ inftead of depending on its proper 
ftrength,' hopes protedlion from that of its 
allies. 

Thus there were no fecrets with which the 
king was not acquainted ; and the frequent in- 
formadon he received ferved him as a compafs, 
by which to dircdt his courfc, amid the rocks 
be had to avoid ; and to prevent him from fup- 
pofing mere* appearances indicated a defign 
againft him of imniediately declaring war. Yet 
the influence of the court of Vienna, over that 
of Pcteriburg, daily increafed ; which might 
naturally happen, becaufe the mind of the mi- 
ftifter was • prepared to receive fuch impreffions 
as they might endeavour to infpire him with, 
againft Pruffia. Count Befhichef had fufpefted 
the king's ambaflador, baron Mardefeld, of 
holding intelligence with the marquis de la 
Cfaetardie, to difpoflefs him of his poft. In. 

oMer 
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order to revenge this perfonal affront, he pre- 
vailed on the emprefs to conclude an alliance 
with the courts of Vienna and London. This 
treaty, made in 1 746, was for two reafons ad- 
vantageous to Ruffi^ : firft, becaufe the union 
of the houfe of Auftria was convenient to Ruf- 
fia, that their powers might jointly oppofe all at- 
tempts of the Porte ; . and, in the fecond place, 
becaufe of fhe Englifli fubfidies, which after- 
ward inundated Peterfburg. Affairs being in 
this fituation, it was not difficult for the em- 
prefs queen to break off all corrcfpondence be- 
tween Pruffia and Ruffia. Not all the cautions 
which the king could take, under fuch danger- 
ous circumflances, nor the continual propriety 
of his conduft toward the court of Peterf- 
burg, could prevent matters coming to a 
crifis. 

1 753. A man of obfcure birth, inverted with 
the chara6ter of Ruffian ambaifador, "was em- 
ployed by count Befluchef to effeft this piir- 
pofe. This ambaffador, ordered to feize^the 
firft occafion of coming to a rupture, obeyed 
thefe orders, that he might fulfil the intentions 
of his court. The king held a feflival at Char- 
lottenburg, on occafion of the marriage of 
prince Henry with the princefs of Heffe. - Hi- 
ther the foreign miniflers came. The proper 
I officer 
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^fficfer had orders to invite them all to flipper. 
He acquitted himfclf of his commiffion ; butt 
could not find the Ruffian ambaflador^ who 
had departed purpofely half an hour before the 
others. On the morrow, this ambaffadbr de- 
clared lie could no more appear at court, after 
the infult given to the emprefs in his perfon ; 
and that he (hould wait the return of his courier 
from Peteriburg, ultimately to regulate his 
condudt according to the orders he (hould re- 
ceive. The courier arrived ; and the Ruffian 
ambaflTador immediately left Berlin clandef- 
tinely, efcorted as he palTed through the city 
by the fecretaries of the Auftrian and Englifh 
cmbaffies* 

His departure obliged the king in like man* 
ner to recal his ambaflador from Peterfburg. 
No fooner were the Auftrians freed in Ruffia 
from the Fruffian ambaflador, who was a curb 
upon them, than they gave the rein to their ill* 
will, and blufhed not to propagate falfehoods 
and calumnies the moft atrocious* To envenom 
the mind of the emprefs Eli25abeth againft the 
king, they perfuaded her he had been con- 
cerned in the confpiracy againft ker life^ that 
he might reftore prince Iwan to the throne. 
The emprefs, who was of an eafy and indoler\t 
D charafte^ 

HlJi.Sev. Tears War. Vol. I. 
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chara<Scr, believed their affertions, not willing 
to take the trouble of examining the truth, and 
conceived an irreconcileable hatred to the king. 
France at that time had no ambaffador at 
Peterfburg, and the Swedifti ambaflador there 
was rather Ruffian than Swedilh, confequemly 
very litde proper to ferve the king ; h« haii 
therefore no m^ans of accefs to the emprefs, or 
of freeing her from the error into which (he had 
been led, by the ambaffador of Auflxia and his 
creatures* 

The cotirt of Vienna, fatisfied with the fen- 
timents of animofity and hatred with which flie 
had infpircd the court of Peterfburg againft 
Pruffia, was too artful to proceed farther. 
She contented herfelf with having difpofed 
minds for niifunderftandings, but would not 
precipitate the quarrel, that (he might conclude 
her interior arrangements, and wait a favour- 
able opportunity of giving birth to her vaft pro- 
jefts. Thus did this court agitate all Europe, 
and fecretly form a confederation againft Pruf- 
fia, to which the firft important event was to give 
cfTeft. 

The differences between Sweden and Ruflia 
concerning the fronders of Finland were how-, 
ever amicably concluded ; but toward the end 
of the year 1756, a kind of revolution hap- 
pened 
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pened in this kingdom, of which we are obliged 
to take fome notice, becaufe that its confe* 
quences influenced the general affairs of Europe : 
it happened as follows* 

The court had long been on ill terms with 
the fenators of the French faftion, becaufe of 
the vacant poft of major-general, which the 
king had deftined for M. von Lieven, and 
the fenate for count Ferfen. The fenate car* 
Tied the day ; and the court, liighly piqued at 
the affront, took every future occalion of coun- 
terading the French faftion. In .1755, counts 
Brahe and Horn and the fieur von Wrangle, 
with many lords of the firil families of the king- 
dom attached to the court faftion, led it to hope 
for a fuperiority in the diet, by elefting a mar- 
ihal who (hould be entirely at its devotion. It 
happened however totally the reverfe, and 
count Ferfen, the enemy af the court, obtained 
that office, by the intrigues and fupport of the 
French party. 

In this diet, which began on the ryth of 
'Odober 1755, the fenate, proud of its fuperio- 
rity, prefented a memorial to the flates, that 
the grand difpute between the king and the 
fenate, relative to the appointment to places^ 
might come to a decilion. As the judges were 
all at the difpofal of the French i^nbaflador, 
D 2 the 
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the fcnatc triumphed. An abufivc ufe was 
made of viftory, and diat fliadow of authority 
which the king till then had enjoyed, according 
to the laws of the kingdom, was diminilhed* 
The infolence of thefe magiftratcs went fo far as 
to flxip the queen of the crown jewels, and of 
thofc with which (he had been prcfented. But 
little was wanting, to the contempt in which fo 
y^r^eign majefty was held, for thefe ambitious 
fenators to have undertaken its total deflxuc- 
tion. 

Such outrageous proceedings made a very 
firong impreffio|i upon the court and its adhev 
rents, and particularly on the minds of counts 
Brahe and Horn, and the fieur von Wrangle, 
who affembled in the firft emotions of indigna- 
tion, and by on^ bold attempt refolved to 
change the form of government. The king 
had not a fufEcient afcendancy to prevail on 
jthem to be more temperate. Their meafures, 
tumultuouily concerted, were ftill worfe exe- 
cuted; and with a mixture of timidity and 
temerity they hefitated in the moment of ac- 
tion. An enterprize deferred is ufually diC- 
covered. They were betrayed by fome feeble 
friends, in whom they had confided. The 
fenate took vigorous meafures to preferve itfelif 
from every attempt. Count Brahe was arreftcd. 

- ' ' ■ ■ The 
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The fieur von Wrangle and other lords of the 
party had the good fortune to efcape. The 
iiame of the king appeared in the depofitions of 
the confpirators. Count Brahe and feveral per- 
fons of an obfcure birth perifhed on the fcaf- 
fold ; and the king was entirely ftripped of thp 
prerogatives which he^ and his prcdeceffor h^d 
enjoyed, according to the form of government 
eftablilhed after the death of Charles XII. 

From that time M.deHavrincourt, theFrench 
ambafTador, was in reality king of Sweden; 
he governed the nation with defpotifm, and 
^erward engaged in the German wgr in an ir* 
regular manner, and in contradiftiou to tht 
conftitution. This could not have happened 
had the lawful king preferved the authority 
which was legitimately his due. The only fer*- 
vice the kmg of Pruffia could render his bro- 
ther-in-law was to reprefent, to the court of 
Verfailles, that the arrogant conduft of its mini^ 
fter, which fef all SwedeA in ^pnimotion, ought 
\n decency |o bft cl^angedj byt France was 
better pl^afed to f^ its ambaflador a; the hea4 
of the kingdom than the lawful king. 

The preceding year (1754) anoth^ difputci, 
but left vexatious, had happened between Pruf- 
fia and Denmark. This related to a law-fuif 
(I^; covintefs of Bex^tinck had inftituted %gaii# 
P 3 h« 
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her huflband. An cftate, fituatcd dn the frontiers 
of Eaft Frifeland, had been ceded by this lady 
to the count ; but (he afterward repented 5f the 
formal contraft into which (he had entered. 
The Judges condemned the eftate to fcqaeftira- 
tion* The king, as direftor of the circle of 
Weftphalia, was to fee juftice done. The court 
of Vienna gave this commiflion to the king of 
Denmark, who fent troops thither that were 
anticipated by the Pru(nans. The king of Den^ 
mark took fire, and, had he not been withheld 
by moderation, he would have employed 
threats. The parties were appeafed however 
by the mediation of France. Every body was 
fatisfied; but the countefs of Bentinck, who 
loved chicanery, broke the agreement that had 
been accompli(hcd. She carried the caufc to 
Vienna, whence (he returned into her county ; 
and, as no perfon feemed difpofed to interfere, 
the fuit remained undetermined, 

1754, and 1755. It feemed that, during the 
peace, that fpirit of difcord which fpread 
throughout Europe had divided all courts. The 
king bad difputes with England, which he be* 
ficved would have occafioned a quarrel between 
VruSii and that nation. During the laft war, 
the Engliih privateers had taken fome (hips 
which belonged to Pruflian merchants. The 

Engliih 
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Englilh were both judge and party in their own 
caufe ; in fo much that their court of admiralty 
declared the Ihips were lawful prizes. The 
king^ after having made proper remonftrances 
tb the court of London^ entered into negotiation. 
The Englifh would not relax^ and treated what 
was alleged coAcerhing the illegality of their 
proceedings with little refpeft. Afta: inefFedit- 
ally exhaufting every mode of conciliation, 
no other expedient remained, for the indemni* 
fication of the Pruffian fubjeds, but to put the 
Aim which the king owed the Engli(h in feque* 
ftration, and which he had engaged to pay, ac« 
cording to the peace of Breilau. This was the 
reftitution of one million eight hundred thou* 
fand crowns, borrowed by the houfe of Auftria 
on Sileiian mortgages, for the fupport of the 
war againfl the Turks, in 1737 and 1738. 
The laft liquidation, of three hundred thou&nd 
crowns, which remained to be paid was flopped. 
The Englilh were irritated. This gave place 
to warm declarations on each part. The Au- 
ftrian ambaflfador at Lx>ndon was very aftivc in 
empoifoningthedifpute; which perhaps might 
have had dilag^eeabk confequences, had they 
not been diverted by a more ferious quarrel, 
between France and England, relative to Ca« 
nada. 

D 4 1755- 
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1755. The very duke of Mecklcnbourg, 
rcpofing on the proteftion he enjqyed from the 
Imperial court, thought proper to cavil with the 
king. The fubjed was the rights which tha 
king's ancedors, from time immemorial, had 
been in pofleffion of; that is of recruiting in 
Mecklenbourg. This the duke, at the inftiga- 
tion of the court of Vienna, oppofed; and 
the king adminiftred juftice in his own behalf* 
Some of the inhabitants of Mecklenbourg were 
q^ried off for foldiers ; and certain land-bai- 
liffs, who oppofed the enrohnent of the pea? 
fant$, were imprifoned, in 1756. The duke 
made loud complaints; but perceiving that 
they terminated in nothing, he thought proper 
to come to an accommodation, a^d the, affaic 
was ai^icably concluded. 

^oqn after, when the emprefs queejj pe^^ 
ceived the war between France and England 
on the point of breaking out, fearching fome. 
pretence of quarrel with Pruffia; Ihe perfuaded 
the duke of Mecklenbqurg to lay his com- 
plaints before the diet of Ratilhon. The court 
of Vienna was defirou? this matter fhould be. 
confidered as a violation of the peace of Weft- 
phalia, and ferve hej* as a pretext for declaring 
war againft the king; and at the fame time of 
claiming fuccours from thofe powers, by which 
' ' . : V this 
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;his peace had been guarantied. We fliall 
hereafter fee that^ though this allegation failed, 
the court of Vienna had no difficulty in finding 
another. The opportunity fo impatiently ex* 
pefted was not long before it pr^fented itfel^ 
and was eagerly feized. When fovercigns are 
determined to come to a rupture, they will not 
hefitate concerning materials for a manifefto* 
They decide, make war, and leave the care of 
their juftification to fome laborious civilian. 

Our reafon for not having hitherto mentioned 
Holland is that, after the war of 1740, and 
particularly after the death of the ftadtholder, 
$he Dutch made no figure in Europe. 

"yVe have only fuccindly to touch on a Angu- 
lar calamity which befel Portugal, and which 
threatened the kingdom with deftruftion. An 
earthquake fo violent happened there that the 
city of Lifbon was laid in ruins. Houfes, 
phurches, palaces, were overthrown, fwallowcd 
up, or devoured by the flames, which iiTued 
from the earth's entrails. Between fifteen and 
twenty thoufand people perilhed. Several other 
towns ^nd villages of this kingdom • were 
(haken, or thrown down. This earthquake 
yras felt along the fea-coaft, to the frontiers of 
Holland, and could only be attributed to the 
^fforts of a fubterranean fire ; which, (hut up 
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in the bowels of the earth, had dug itfelf a 
channel, and formed a gulph under Portugal, 
where its efforts to efcape were exerted. Poftc- 
rity perhaps may behold a volcano on the 
place where UHbon now (lands. But it may be 
faid that the plagues of Heaven were not fuffi- 
cient to afflift this wretched globe. Soon after* 
ward the impious hands of man were armed by 
their own wickednefs ; they mutually murdered 
each other for a vile quantity of dirt. Hatred,^ 
obftinacy, and revenge, made them proceed to 
the utmoft excefs. Europe was deluged with 
blood; and moral evil, to which the.humaa 
race became viftims, greatly furpafled the phy- 
fical evil which Lilbon had felt with (b muc'h 
rigour. 



CHAP. 
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C H A p. JII, 

Ciufe of the Bjkpturt hetween Frmcjiani England. 
NegptiaHan 9/ Lord Hddmic/s. Alliatiu bt^ 
tween PiruJJia and England. Offers af Mi 
RouillL Bmbaffy of the J)uke of Nivemois. 
France offended. War declared againft Eng" 
land. Cape Breton taken, by the Duke di 
Bichlieu. "The Englifb, terrified by flatbot^ 
tomed Boats J fend for the Hanoverians and 
Heffians. Ruffia ftrengtbens herjelf on the Fron^ 
tiers of Pruffia. The Juftrians affemble tf»o 
Armies in Bohemia. Intelligence obtained from 
the Archives of Brefden, tb^t dif covers all thi 
Myjiery of Iniquity, parrel with Juflria. 
Reafons for declaring War. Firfi Dijpofitions 
of the Troops. Plan of the Campaign. 

. AFTER having given a Iketch of 

JLJL the fituation of the feveral power* 
of Europe, at the commencement of the year 
1755, it is neceflary we Ihould take a retrofped 
of thofe difientions, and their caufes, which 
occaiioned the war between France and Eng- 
Jand^ Prefent affairs are fo ultimately related 
to paft that> for this purpoie, we muft go back 
to the treaty of Utrecht, to arrivoat the origin 
6 of 
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of this quarrel ; which was the difputes of the 
French and Englifh concerning the limits of 
Canada. 

Louis XIV. in hafte to conclude the treaty 
of Utrecht, that he mi^t detach queen Ann 
from the grand alliance^ ordered his plenipor 
tentiaries to fign, and not to objeft. Thcfe 
plenipotentiaries employed equivocal terms to 
indicate the limits of Canada, concerning which 
the difference arofe. The gain of France .by 
this treaty was fuperiof to all her pofleffion^ in 
a country fo fterile; but no fooner were the 
troubles of Europe appeafed than the Englifli 
and French, each, interpreted the article of the 
Jimits of their American poffeffions tcr their 
own advantage. There were fome contentions 
between the colonies of the two nations; 
though thefe petty quarrels did not degenerate 
into open hoftilities. 

By the treaty of Aix la Ch^pelle every diffir 
culty ought to have been removed. The 
ambaiSTador St. Severin and his colleagues, in 
conformity to the reiterated orders they received 
from France, to accelerate the figning of the 
preliminaries, referred the decifion of the limits 
of thefe colonies to the examination of com-? 
miflaries, who were to be appointed by the two 
fjourts, after the conclufion of the peace. The 
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Cbmmiflaries^ being aflembled> inftead of con- 
ciliating the two nations by their conferences, 
did but augment their mutual difcontcnt and 
bitternefs. The cmbaffy of the duke de Mire- 
poix> and the negotiation he began at Lx>ndon^ 
•were of no efFeft. Mutual reproaches of ill 
faith were made; the £ngli(h and French 
troops in America came to hoftilities, fomc forts 
were carried, and war was begun without bcr 
ing declared. In the relations fent home, the 
!Engli(h officers did not fail to impute every 
-yiolence to the French. Each party wrote 
juftifications of their conduft : widi thefe th* 
city of London fwarmed. 

The Englifh nation, cafily inflamed, ima«^ 
gining it has caufe of complaint ag^inO: 
France, being diflatisfied with the peace of 
Aix la Chapelle, breathed nothing but war* 
The conduft of the duke of Cumberland made 
the fermentation general. He perceived that 
age caufed the king his father to approach the 
period of exiftence. To increafe his credit, 
and gain greater influence in the fucceeding 
reign, he had formed the projeft of filling the 
council with his creatures, and of beftowing all 
the great offices of the crown on perfons who 
were intirely devoted to his party. He de- 
signed to place Mr. Fox at the hea(i of the 

trea- 
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trcafury, and to give him all the power with 
which the duke of Nevvcaftle was in veiled. 
But the elevation of Fox could not take placcj 
except by driving the duke of Newcaftle from 
xiffice; and^this was the more difficult becatife 
that the latter had great power over the mind of 
the kmgj and was efleemed, in parliament, for 
•his long fervices, his virtues, and bis wealth j 
and, by the nation, becaufe of his immenfe 
^wealth, and the places which were in his gift, 
«,s well as of the numerous members of parlia- 
ment whom his poffeffions gave liim the power 
to have eledted.- 

The duke of Cumberland imagined that the 
beft means of obliging the duke of Newcaftle* 
to quk his great ftation would be to engage 
England in a war with France, by which the 
minifter would be under the neceflity of adding 
iiew debts to thofe with which the government 
was loaded, which would furnifh oppofition 
with fubjeft of complaint ; or he flattered him- 
felf he might profit by the poffible ill fuccefs, of 
the commencement of the war, to impute error 
to the minifter, and make him determine, by 
the vexation and perfecution he fhould find, 
voluntarily to renounce his office. This was a 
vaft^ and complicated plan, for the execution of 
which the quarrel between the two Hadons muft 

be 
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be mflamed^ and die peace infringed. No* 
thing could be more eafy. At die very name 
of Frendiman the people of L/>ndon are furi- 
ous. CkHnbilftible3 Were colleded> and they 
were prefently fet in flames. The tumulcuous 
nadon obHged king George to pteps^xt fome 
amianifems. One flep infenfibly occaiioned 
anodier> dll the parties came to aftion. Vib* 
lence gave place to reprifal; and^ to^-ard the 
.codclufioa of 1754, war between the two na- 
tions appeared to be inevitable : it was how- 
ever remarked that the miniftry of Verfaillet 
«fted with the greateft moderation, and that 
wrong proceedings. were all on the part of the 
Engliih. 

Thie two kings, perceiving themfelves me- 
naced by war, endeavoured each to ftrengthen 
his party, and to confirm ancient alliances, or 
to form new. At this time the king of Pruffia 
was courted both by the French and Englifh* 
His alliance with Louis XV. was not expired. 
The poffeffions of the French in the Indies 
were in all cafes excepted from the guarantees 
of Pruffia; and, under the prefent circum- 
{bmces, it appeared that the part of the Pruf- 
fians would be to remain neuter, and become^ 
fpedtators of the enfuing troubles. The court 
^ y erfailles thought otherwife ; and ims^ned 

the 
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the king of Pruffia was to France what a defpot 
of Wallachia is to the Porte ; that is to fay a 
fubordinate prince, who, the nldnlent he re- 
ceives orders, is obliged to make war. She 
farther pcrfuaded herfdf that, by carrying war 
4nto the eleftorate of Hanover, (he (hould 
foften the king of Great Britain ; and thus, in 
the heart of the German empire, terminate 
thofe differences which fubfifted in Ame* 
rica, between her and the court of London^ 
•Roiiille, who then was miniiler for foreign 
affairs, one day faid to the Pruflian ambaffador, 
ICnypTiaufen, with an intention of engaging the 
king to contribute to this diverfion, — ^* Write, 
*^ Sir, to the king of Pruffia, that he may affifi: 
** us in our expedition into Hanover. He will 
^^ there find pillage ; the treafury of the king 
^* of England is excellently furniftied. This 
*' he ^has but to feize, and it will be a good 
.** capture." The king returned him for an- 
fwer that fiich-like propofitions might be be- 
coming, when negotiating with fome perfons; 
but that he hoped, in future, M. Rouill6 
would learn to diftinguifli thofe with whom he 
had to treat. 

Thefe negotiations were more warmly prefled 
toward the end of 1755. King George, informed 
of the defign of the Frencli, and alarmed tt 

the 
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the dorm which menaced bis eledorate^ was 
perfuaded that the moft certain means of Ihelter 
was to conclude ^ui affeniive alliance with 
Pfuffia. He knew that the connexions be- 
tween the kings of Pruffia and France were 
almc^ at an end^ for the treaty of Verfailles 
tiFOuld expire in the month of March 1756; 
and he charged lord Hdidernefs^ his fecretary 
of ftate^ to begin a negotiation with the court 
of Berlin* 

Uncertain of the difpofitions of the king of 
Fruifia^ relative to fueh an alliance, lord Hol- 
^ernefs, that he might' not e^cpofe his cnafter to 
a diredt refufal, ventured to make his firil pro* 
pofals by the intervention of the duke of Brunf- 
wic ; under pretence of fecuring the peace of 
Germany, againft the danger with which it was* 
tlu-eatened by an approaching wan The king 
was required to enter into meafures whioh might 
afcertain the pul^c tranquillity. Great confe- 
quences were annexed to this propofition. The 
fituation of Pruffia was then fuch that the part 
(he (hould take would highly influence peace 
and war. Should the treaty with France be re- 
newed, the electorate of Hfemover muft be at-* 
tacked. This would draw upon her the forces 
€^ the Englilh, Auftrians, and Ruffians. Should 

£ m 
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an alliance with England be Concluded, it Wft« 
probable the French would not carry the war 
ijito the empii-e j and' Pruffia would find hcrfelf 
connected with Great Britain and Rtiiffia. This 
apparently muft oblige the emprefe qiieen to 
remain at peace, whatever her defire might be 
t6 re-conquer Silefia, aftd bo>^ever great the 
preparations (he might have made, to adt as 
occafion (hould ferve. 

Before he came to a determination, the king 
lieverthelefs thought proper to be certain of 
the difpofition of the court of Ruffia ; but, as 
the chancellor Beftuchef was his declared ene- 
my^ there was no poffibility of obtaining intel- 
ligence immediately from Peterfburg itfelf; 
fince all intercourfe between the two courts 
was interrupted. He therefore had recourfc 
to the fieur von Klinggraefli his ambaffador at 
the Imperial court, and to lord Holdernefsf 
himfelf, that he might tinderftand on what 
terms England and Ruffia were, and efpecially 
whether the court of Vienna, or that of Lon- 
don, had the grcateft influence at Peterfburg- 
JKUntggraefF replied that, the RufSattis being an 
interefted people, there could be no doubt but 
that they were attached to thofe who could pay 
them, and not to thofe wKp had nothing to 
^ve^ that the emprefs queen often wanted 

funds 
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fiMds to fupply her own expences; that there* 
f6rc the Ruffians would be with the Englilh, 
xthofe immenfe wealth enabled them to grant 
h^avy fiibfidfes. 

The ahf^er bf Idrd Holdernefs implied that 
there was a perfeftly good intelligence between 
England and Ruffia ; ahd that king George 
had a firm confidence in the friendftiip of the 
cmprefs Elizabeth. The infoi'mation which 
the king obtained^ from his ambafiador at the 
Hague^ con^efponded fo well with that which 
he had received from Vienna and London, that 
he imagined fo many people could not all be 
deceived^ on the fame fubjeft ; and that their 
c6njeftures> being fimilaf , muft fteceflarily be 
juft. Thus deterttiined, he entered into nego* 
tiation with England^ *and anfwered lord Hol« 
derhefs that he was Hot diiinclined to concert 
innocent and defenfive meafures with the king 
of Great Britain, which (hould only rekte to 
the neutrality of Germany. The two p<)wers, 
being agreed concerning the principles of their 
alliance, foon concluded d treaty, which was 
figned at London, on the fixteenth of January 
1756. It confifted of four articles, the three 
firft of Which telated to the reeiprocal guaran- 
tees of their proper fbttes ; the laft regarded 
Germany only, and ftipulated that it ihould not 
^ z be 
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be invaded^ or entered, by any forei^ forces* 
There were two fecret articles, by one of which 
the Auflxian low countries were excepted from 
the guarantee of Germany ; and by the other 
the £ngli(h eng^^ed to pay twenty thoufand 
pouzuis fterling to the Pruffian merchants^ who 
had pretended a claim of indeainification> for 
the prizes made and not reftored by the Engr 
lilh, during the laft wan 

The. treaty arrived figned at Berlin, about a 
month after the duke de Niyernois had repaired 
thither. Loui^ XV. had fent this nobleniaa 
tD the king to renew the peace of Verfailles, 
which would fooa expire, ajnd further to eo* 
gage Pruffia in the projeft which France medi- 
tated a^inft Haaovcr, The ftrongeft argu-* 
ment which the duke de Nivemois emplo3red^ 
to induce the king, to this allianee^ and make him 
a party ift the war, was an offer of the (overeignty 
•f the ifland of Tobago. It (hould be known 
that, after the war of 1740, the French had 
beftowed this ifland on naaHhal Sate ; ^nd, as 
the Eng^ appeared to be Yery much diflatis- 
fied, it was ftipukted that k (hould remain de« 
fert, uncultivated by any natioii. This was toa 
lingular an offer to be accepted. The king 
turned the affair into a jefl, and intreated tbp 
duke de Nivernois to fcarch for fome perfoii 

who 
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who might become governor of the iiland gf 
Barataria with greater propriety than hitnfelf. 
In like manner he declined renewing any alli- 
ance, or taking part in the war in queftion; 
and^ that he might ^J^ with the utmoft can* 
dour, and convince France of the innocency 
pf thofe new engagements into which he had 
entered with England, he made no difficulty of 
(hewing the duke de Nivernois the original of 
the treaty, which had lately been figned at 
London. The news of this alliance n^ade a^ 
very ftrong impreffion at Verlailles, on Loiss 
XV. and his council, who were but little (hort 
of affirming that the king of Proffia had re- 
volted agaiofl: France. Impartially examined, 
the faft was otherwife. The alliance betw;een 
Pruffia and France would expire in two months* 
As a fovereign, the king was authorifed to form 
alliances with thofe nauons which might procure 
the ^eateft advantage to his Hates. He there- 
fcM-e forfeited neither his word nor his bonouff 
by his union with the king of England ; efpe- 
cially when this union was to preferve his own 
fiates and all Germany in peace. But the 
French would hear no reafon; they (poke at 
Veriailles only of the apoftacy of the king of 
Pruffia, who perfidioully abandoned his ancient 
aUies; and the court uttered fo many reproaches 
E J that 
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tbat it became probable refentment would not be 
confined to words. 

We have, in the preceding chapter, feen the 
arts and fubtleties with which the court of Vi- 
enna endeavoured to gain the friendfhip of that 
of Vpriailles; and with what induftry count Kau- 
nitz had applied himfelf, during his refidence 
at Paris, to familiarize the minds of the French 
to the fuppofition of an alliance with Auftria. 
During the mopi^ntary ill-humour of Louis 
XV. the falhion which obtained of declaiming 
againU the king of Pruffia, i(i the council of 
Verfailles, occafioned this feed to take root. 
The extreme yivacjty of the French nation led 
it to conlider an alliance with th^ houfe of 
Auftria as a fuperior refinement in politics. 
Accordingly, count Starenberg was charged, 
by the efnprefs queers, to propofe an alliance 
between the two courts. This was prefently 
agreed on, for both parties wiflied the fame 
thing; and it was figiied, in the name of the 
inofl Chriftian king, by M. RouiUe and the 
Abbe de JBernjs, on the 9th of May 1756. 

This famous treaty of Verfailles, announced 
with fo much oftentation, and baptifed — '^ the 
f ^ union of the great powers,*'— was in its 
own nature defenflve; jand in fubftance con- 
tained the promife of an i^id of^ twenty-foyr 
' thpufan4 
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Aoufand men, fliould either of the contrafting 
powers be attacked. It was this alliance how* 
ever which encouraged the emprefs queen in 
the execution of the grand projed which Ihc 
had fo long been meditating. 

The union of the houfe of Auftria and 
Bourbon, fo lately formed, began to make it 
fufpefted that the treaty of London could not 
maintain the tranquillity of Germany. Peace 
might be faid to be fufpcnded only by a hair ; 
fome pretext was but wanting ; and, when that 
is the fole thing neceflary, war is as if declared. 
It foon appeared inevitable; for information 
Was obtained that the politicians had all been 
deceived in their dependence on Ruflia. That 
power, over which the intrigues of the Auftrian 
minifters prevailed, broke with England be^ 
caufe of the alliance which the king of Great 
Britain had concluded^ with the king of Pruflia, 
Count Befluchef for a moment remained unde? 
cided, between his paifion for Englifh guineas 
and his hatred toward the king: but hatred 
was viftorious. Th« emprefs Elizabeth, an 
enemy to the French nation, after the laft em- 
baffy of the marquis de la Chetardie, was better 
' pleafed to league with that nation than to pre- 
^ ferve the leaft alliance with a power which had 
become ccOmeAed with Pruilia. A(£bivc in 
^ 4 ?very , 
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every court of Europe, the court of Viennn 
profited by the paffions of fovereigns and thek 
minifters, to attraft them to itfelf^ and govern 
them according to the purpofes propofed. 

During thefe fuddea and unexpected changes 
of fyftem, the £ngli(h (hips no longer kept any^ 
meafures with thcfe of France. Tke vexations 
and infradions they conamitted enforced the 
king of France, in his own defpite, to declare 
war. The French oftentatiopfly announced 
they were preparing to make a defcent on 
England. They lined the coafts of Brittany 
and Normandy with troops, built flat-bottomed 
boats for their tranfportation, and aifembled 
fome (hips of war at Bred. Thefe appearances 
terrified the Engli(h, and there were moments 
during which this nation, which has the charac^ 
ter of fo much wifdom,' imagined its de(faiic- 
tion near. To remove thefe fears, king George 
had recourfe to Hanoverian and Heffian troops^ 
that were brought into England. 

Thus was the court of London amufcd. 
The French profited by the panic they had 
infpired ; arid, while they kept up a (how of 
invafion oppofite the coafls of Great Britain, 
made a real defcent on the ifland of Minorca. 
The duke de Richelieu, who headed this expe- 
dition, laid ficge to Port Mahon. The Engli(h 

did 
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idid noc perceive tibe defign of the French till 
it was put in execution : tbey neverthele^ fent 
4 fleet into the Meditemuiean, to the fuccour 
of the place befieg^d^ where their admiralj^ 
Byng, was beaten by the French fquadroiu 
The Englifli government, that it might difcul- 
pate itfelf in the eyes of the furious populace, 
was obliged to immolate a viftim* Admiral 
3yng was fhot, whofe innocence many fcnfible 
men pretended to prove. The duke de Riche- 
lieu in vain attempted to effedt a breach in Port 
Mahon, the works of which are cut in the rock. 
Impatient at the length of the fiegc, he ordered 
a general aflault : the French made a fcalade, 
«id the place was taken. 

While fortune favoured the French in the 
fouth of Europe, the affairs of the north daily 
became more critical. The Ruffians formed 
camps in LivOnia, which were ftill more confi- 
derable than thofe they had there formed, dur- 
ing the preceding years. The court of Ruffia 
was induced to take thefe fteps by that of Vien- 
na, by which the treaty of Peterfburg, made in 
the year 1746, was claimed as if war had been 
declared, and affiftance requifite. An army of 
fifty thoufand MuTcovites, on the frontiers of 
Pruffia, became a futged of importance. What- 
ever the caufe of the armament might be, its 

effeds 
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effcds appeared to be formi^ble. The king 
hod a channel through which he obtained cer* 
tain advice, relative to the projeds of his ene* 
miesy which were ripe for execution, by the 
means of a clerk of the fecret chancery of 
Drefden, who weekly remitted to die Pruflian 
minifter the difpatches which his court received 
from Peteriburg ^d Vienna^ as well as copies 
of all the treaties he had found in the archives. 
From thefe writings it appeared that the court 
of RuflSa cxcufed herfelf, becaufe of inability, 
from undertaking war that year, her fleet not 
being in a condition to put to fea ; but in re- 
venge (he promifed the greateft efforts fhould 
be made the next. " Thus informed, the king 
determined to fend, as a feeming referve, a 
corps into Pomerania, compofed of ten batta- 
lions and twenty fquadrons. Thefe troops were 
cantoned in the environs of Stolpe, during 
the month of Auguft, where they could incite 
no uneafmefs in the Ruffians, and where they 
were notwithftanding in readinefs to reinforce 
marlhal Lehwald, whenever he (hould h^vf 
rcafon to apprehend any attempt on. the part of 
the enemy. 

More troops than ufual were prefently af- 

fembled in Bohemia, by the court of Vienna, 

of which two arnyes were formed. The pne 

3 under 
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under the command of prince Piccolomini, 
encamped near Konigfgrsetz ; and the principal, 
tinder marihal Braun (Brown) in the neighbour- 
hood of Prague* This was not fu£cient : the 
court amafled magazines in Bohemia^ and af- 
fembled horfes for the conveyance of provifions 
and of the numerous artillery which was in- 
{tended to be employed in the army. In a word, 
all thofe preparations took place which are 
tifual, when one power propofes to attack ano- 
ther. 

The difpatches which the king received from 
Drefden were full of the plans that were formed 
by the court of Vienna to invade the ftates of 
the king. From thefe he learned that, if no 
better could be found, the emprefs queen would 
make the difference of the king with the duke 
of Mecklenburgh a pretext for war. This dif- 
ference was a trifle ; the affair had been accom- 
modated, and numbered. It related to the 
right of recruiting. The duke thought proper 
to take offence at the exercife of this right. 
After the jviftice of the proceeding had been 
proved, he being ftill obftinate, the king then 
took exeaitive juftice into his own power. 
Though this paltry affair was no longer in quef- 
|ion, the emprefs queen determined again to 
^njjig it on the upis. She pretended to under^ 

ftai^d 
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iland the proceedings <^ the king as contrary to 
the laws of the empire^ and in violation to the 
peace of Weftphalia^ which engaged her to make 
herfelf a party in bdialf of the duke of Mecklen*- 
burgh^ and to require affiftance from the princes 
who guarantied that peace. 

The information which the king obtained 
of this deiign^ added to the motions of three 
annies on his frontiers^ that daily menaced open 
rupture, gave occafion to demand an explana^ 
tion, frpm the court of Vienna, relative to thcfe 
grand armaments. This court was intreated to 
give a categorical anfwer, that it might be 
known whether it was or was not intended to 
break the peace. The reply r ^f count Kaunitz 
was found to be conceived in equivocal and 
ambiguous terms; but he explained himfelf 
with lefs referve to count Flemming, the ambaf* 
fadorirom the king <rf Poland at Vienna, who 
fent his court an account of this coAVerfation* 
A copy of his difpatches was hnmediatdy lent 
from Drcfden to Berlin. In thcfe count Flem- 
ming faid^— " Count Kaunitz proposes to in- 
" cite difquietude in the king by his replies, 
^^ and to induce him to commic <Jbe fyA bofti* 
*' lities." It U certain that the ftyte was fo 
hai^hty, fo arrogant, th^ it WS3 fisfficiently* 
clear the emprefs queen was detcnatncd on war; 

and 



L^ 



HISTORY OF TBS SEVEN YEtAult4S WAR. 6t 

and that (he wiflied the king 0iould be fup]^o(ed 
the aggreflbr. But it ftill was probable the 
year vi^uld have pafled away^ before that the 
enemies of Pruffia would have proceeded to the 
laft extremities^ becaufe the court of Petserf* 
buig was defirous of deferring war to the fol- 
lowing year, and becaufe it was apparent the 
emprefs queen watted till her aUies (hould all 
be ready^ that the king might be attacked witb 
their united fix'cds. 

Confideratioiis Uke thefe caufed the queftion 
to be examitted, whether it weir more advan- 
tageous to antkifiate the enemy, by an imme* 
diate attack^ or wait till they had finiflied thdr 
grand preparations^ and fuffer them to ufe their 
own difcretion^ concerning the enterprizes they 
ihould fonn. Whatever part ibould be taken, 
under fuch ckcom^ances^ war was equally ine- 
vitable; it was the bufinefs of calcukiition to 
find whether it would be moft advantageous 
to delay^ feme months> or to begin imme« 
diately. 

This hiftory will hereafter (how thai the king 
oi Poland was onei of the mod zealous parti£ms 
of the union^ formed by the emprefs queen, 
againft Pruffia. The Saxon army was feeble. 
It was known that it amounted to fearcely^ 
eighceen thoufand men ; but k was aUb known' 
4 that 
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thdt it was^ during winter, ta be augmented 
to the number df forty thoufand. By deferring 
War, the kitig therefore would give ail ill-di& 
pofed neighbour time to become more formi- 
dable ; ni3t to add that Ruffia ccfnld hot enter 
into iftion during the prtffent yfcaf; indi 
Saxohy not having concluded its krrahgeth^nt^, 
the moment feemed ^vourable to gain vtpdSri 
the toemy, by obtaining, in the firft camp^grl, 
advantages which ill-timed delic^y would lofej 
Ihould military dfi^ratioiis be deferred to the 
following year. Ina&ion would £uthcr £u:ili^ 
tate the enemy's means of &lling^ with united 
powers, on the flates of the king i which muft^ 
on the opening of the firf): campaign, have be* 
come the feat of war. Inftead of which, by 
carrying war into the enemy's country, whofe 
evil defigns were proved, it would there be- 
fixed, and the Pruffian provinces fpared. As to 
the terrific epithet of aggreffor, this was a vain 
fcarecrow, fit only to impofe on timid minds> 
and to which no attention ought to be paid in 
a crifis fo important, when the fafety of the 
fiate was in danger. The true aggreflbr, no 
doubt, is he who obliges another to arm, by at-' 
tack to anticipate his enemy, and, by a war 
kfs diflicult, guard againft a war mwe danger- 
9u$ ; for, of two evils, the Icaft muft be chofem 

The 
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The fubftance of the conteft would be the feme, 
whether the enemies of the king did or did not 
accufe him of being the aggreflbr ; the con- 
Ipiracy of the powers of Europe againft Pruffia 
being already formed. The emprefs quecn^ 
the emprefs of Riiffia, and the king of Poland, 
were agreed^ and at the moment of entering oit 
ai6tion ; ib that the king would not have had a 
friend the more, nor an enemy the lefs. In fine 
the prcfervation of the ftate, and the fupport of 
the houfe of Brandenbourg, were to be confi- 
dered. At a moment fo (erious^ fo important. 
Would it not have been an unpardonable fiiult, 
in politics^ to have ftopt at vain formalities; 
from which we ought not to depart, in the com- 
mon courfe of things^ but to which we ought 
not to fubmit, in cafes fo extraordinary as thefc, 
when irrefolution tod delay would have enfurcd 
deftruftion, and when fafety could only be 
found by vigorous and prompt refolution, exc» 
cuted with equal adtivity ? 

The different reafons here alleged deter- 
mined the king to outftep his enemies. He 
gave the court of Vienna to underftand that its 
anfwer was considered as a declaration of war, 
and that war it ftiould have. He afterward took 
the neceffary difpofitions to put the iroops in 
motion. It was the month of Auguft^ and 

Pruffia 
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Pniflia had nothing to fear from Ruffi^^ for the 
prefent year, for reafons before given ; fo that 
marihal Lehwald was fatisfied with aflemblmg 
the troops under his cottimand, in the environs 
of Konigfberg ; that they might be in readinefs^ 
and be broqght into the fields (hould circum- 
ftances fo require. 

The king propofed to attack the Auftrians 
with two armies. Marfhal Schwerin, who re- 
ceived the command of that in Silefia, was to 
penetrate into the circle of Konig^-a^tz ; the 
other, oppofed at once both to Saxons and Au- 
ftrians, mv& naturally be the ftrongeft, and was 
formed of the Pomeranian regiments, c^ thofe of 
the Eleftorate, the dutchy of Magdebourg* and 
the provinces of Weftphalia. The king thought 
proper to command this in perfon* His defign 
was at once to enter Saatony with feverai co- 
lumns ; either to di(arm the Saxon troops, if 
found difperfed in thetr quarters, or give them 
battle, if aflembled, that he might not have an 
enemy in his rear when be (bouM advance into 
Bohemfiia, or be eiacpofitd to perlkiy fimilar to 
that of the Saxons 'm the year 1744. The king 
hekl himfelf authorized thus to aft by the ex- 
perience of the paft, the en^gements the Saxons 
had entered into with the houfe of Auftria, and 
from their ill intentions, which were nunifeft in 

the 
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the difpatches of all their minifters^ in the pof* 
feffion of the king. Thus did reafons of right, 
of policy, and of war, fupport and juftify his 
conduft. ' ' 

It was at the fame time refolved to gam as 
much ground, during the firft campaign, as 
poffible ; the better to cover the ftates of the 
king, remove the war to the greateft poffible 
diftance, and carry it into Bohemia, if this could 
be efFeded. Such were the general difpofitions 
which the king oppofed^ to the league of the 
greateft powers in Europe, intending to alTail 
him : the Pruffian troops were foon on their 
march, and began their operations in Saxony 
and Bohemia, of which we fhall give an account 
in the following chapter. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The March into Saxony. The famous Camf of 
Pima. Bohemia entered. Battle of Lowojitz. 
Campaign of Marjhal Schwerih. The Succour 
at Schandau rendered ineffeStuaL The Saxons 
taken. fFinter Quarters. Line formed by the 
Troops. 

THE firft thing ncceffary, at the com- 
mencement of the war, was to deprive 
the Saxons of the means of making themfelves 
parties in it, and of difturbing Prulfia. The 
eledorate of Saxony muft be traverfed to carry 
the war into Bohemia. If Saxony were not con- 
quered, an enemy would be left behind ; who, 
depriving the Pruflians of the free navigation of 
the Elbe, would oblige them to quit Bohemia, 
whenever the king - of Poland ftiould pleafe. 
This the Saxons had done, in the war of 1744 ; 
when, interdifting the navigation of that river 
to the troops of the king, they rendered his ex- 
pedition fruitlefs. It was not from vague con- 
jecture that they were now fuppofed to have 
the fame defignsj proofs were poffeffed of 

their 
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llieir ill intentions ; and it would have been an 
unpardonable fault, in politics, weakly to hav6 
(jpared a prince allied to Auftria, who waited 
only the proper moment openly to declare him- 
fclf, when fo he could do with impunity. As 
the king likewife forefaw that the greateft part 
of Europe prepared to attack him, he could not 
cover the eledoral marche of Brandenbourg^ 
except by occupying Saxony ; in which it wai 
better to fix the feat of war than in the vicinity 
of Berlin. It therefore was refolved to carry 
the war into Saxony, in order to fecure tht 
Elbe, and to endeavour, if the leaft opportu-v 
nity (hould occur, to difarm the Saxon troops* 

On a motion made by fome Pruflian regi- 
ments, in Auguft, to march from Pomerania 
' into the elcftorate, the Saxon forces took thcit* 
pofition between the Elbe and the Mulde. They 
foon after went into their ufual quarters, and 
again prefently affembled in cantonments. All 
thefe marches and countermarches did not de- 
ceive the king, who pofitively knew that the 
defign of the court was to affemble an army iii 
the camp of Pirna ; where the Saxons, occupy- 
ing a poft that could not be forced, thought 
they might fafely wait the fuccour they had 
been led to hope from Auftria ; and ftill flat* 
tcred themfelves they might amufe the Pruflians 
F z by 
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by frivolous negotiation. Without paying tKe 
lead attention therefore to thefe troops, it yfns 
determined inceflantly to penetrate with the 
army into the frontiers of Bohemia, 

The king divided his army into three co- 
lumns, the cdmnlon point of reunion for which 
was to be Pima. The firft left Magdeburg, 
under the command of prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfwic, took th« road to Leipfic, and paffed 
through Borne, Chemnitz, Freyberg, and Dip- 
poldifwalda, to repair to Cotta. The fecond 
column, under the king, marched to Pretfch, 
while prince Maurice of Deflau made himfelf 
mafter of Wittenberg ; after which this de- 
tachment, reunited to the reft of the corps, 
croffed the Elbe at Torgau, whence the king 
paffed, by Strehlen and Lx)mmatfch, to Wiif* 
druf. 

Here certain information was received that 
the Saxon troops were all affembled at Pirna, 
where the king was in perfon, and that there 
was no garrifon in Drefden, but that the queen 
ftill remained there. The king fent his com- 
pliments to the queen of Poland, and the Pruf- 
fian troops entered the capital, obferving dif- 
cipline fo ftridt that no perfon had caufe to 
complain. The army encamped near Drefden ; 
from which on the morrow it advanced toward 

Pirna, 
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Pirna, and took poft between the £lb?^ Sedelitz^ 
and Zeil. 

The third column, led by th? prince qf Be^ 
vera, traverfed Lufetia ; whence, having been 
joined at Elfterwerda by twenty-five fqiiadrons 
of cuiraffiei^ and hullars, coming from Sileiia, 
it marched for Bautzen, Stolpen, and finally for 
Lohmen. Pince Ferdinand at the fapie time 
arrived at Cotta ; fo that, by the junftion of 
thefe three columns, in the environs of Pirna, 
;he Saxon troops were entirely blocked up. 

The prefencc of fo many armies however 
gave birth to no battle ; not a fingle aft of ho- 
ftility was committed. The Saxons very civilly 
fuffered themfelves to be famifhed ; and each 
endeavoured to feeure his own cftablilhmeht, to 
the beft of his abilities. The king of Poland, 
that he might gain time, began to negotiate. 
Th? Saxons could with greater facility write 
than fight. Repeated propofals were madej 
but, as no folid advantages were offered, they 
were rejefted. Their end was to obtain a per- 
fed: neutrality, to whifh the king could not 
accede ; becaufe that the engagements between 
the king of Poland and the courts of Vienna 
and Ruffia were too well known. 

The Saxons however made all Eur^p^ re- 

i^und with their lamentations. They fpread 

F 3 reports 
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reports the moft injurious, to the Pruffians, on 
the invafion of their eleftorate. It was necefr 
fafy to difabufe the public refpeding thefe 
ilandcrs ; which, not being refuted, would gain 
credit, and fill Europe ^ith prejudices, againft 
the conduA of the king. He long bad pof- 
fefled copies of the treaties of the king of Po- 
land, and of the narratives of his miniftcrs tq 
foreign courts. Though theft pieces fuUy ju- 
(lified the enterprises of the Pruffians, they 
could not be made ufeful. Had they been 
publiihed, the Saxons would have accufed theti^ 
pf being imaginary, and forged at wi^l, only to 
authorize a daring condud, which was not to be 
juftified but by falfehoods. The king therefore 
found himfelf obliged to have recourfe to the 
original pieces, which ftill were in the archives! 
of Drefden ; and gave orders that they might 
be feized. They were all packed up and ready 
to be fent into Poland. The queen, informed 
of this, oppofed the attempt ; and flie was with 
difBculty brought to comprehend that the bed 
mode of afting would be civilly to yield to the 
king of Pruffia, and not abfolutely refift an 
aft which, though not fo refpeftful as might 
have been wifhed, was ftill the confequence of 
abfolute neceffity. 

T|ic 
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The firft life made of thefc archives was to 
publi(h an extraft from them, known to the 
world under the title of Memaire rai/onne/ur Us 
dejfoins dangireux des cmrs de Vienne et de Brefde, 
ave€ les pieces juftificatives *. While this fcenc 
was enafting at the palace of Drefden, the Pnif- 
fian aiKl Sa^on troops remained quiet; the 
king ef Poland amufing himfelf with the hope 
of the fuccour which the Auftrians were to fend, 
and the king of Pruflia not being aWe to under-* 
take any thing 9gainft a ca^mp where number^ 
and valour, would have been ufelefs. It will 
not be improper, to render the fafts we Ihall 
relate more intelligible, that we (hould give 
a particular defcrjption of the famous camp of 
Pirna, and of the pofition of the Saicon trpops, 
by whom it was occupied. 

Nature had been pleafed on this capricious 
fpot to form a kind of fartrefs, to which art ha4 
little or nothing to add. To the eaft rqns the 
j^be, between rocks which, by narrowing its 
limits, render the ftream inore rapid. The 
right of the Saxons was fiipported by the fort-? 
refs of Sonnenftein, near the Elbe. In a hol- 
low, at the foot of thefe rocks, ftands the town 

* Well known in Engjifli under the title of " Four 
<* Pieces," &c. or— .The King of Pruffia^s Jufdficatqry 
Pieces. T. 

F4 ^f 
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of Pirna, from which the camp takes its name. 
The front which faces the north extends to the 
Kohlberg, This is as the baftion of that cur- 
tain befojcc which i$ one continued ravin, from 
lixty to eighty feet deep, which turning thence 
toward the left furrounds the whole camp, and 
ends at the foot of the Konigftein. From the 
Kohlberg, which forms a kind of angle, runs a 
chain of rocks, the fummit of which the Saxons 
occupied ; and which, facing the weft, extend, 
leaving Kottendorf in front, and narrowing to- 
ward Struppen and Leopoldfheim, and ter- 
minate at Konigftein, on the banks of the 
Elbe. 

Too feeble to fill a camp fo vaft, and ia 
which infurmountable rocks every where pre-^ 
fented themfelves, the Saxons were fatisfied with 
guarding well the difficult pafles, which yet were 
the only ones through which they might have 
been attacked. They threw up abatis, redoubts, 
and pallifades ; all which were eafily performed, 
becaufe of the immenfe forefts of pine trees, 
with which thcfe hills are loaded. The camp, 
one of the ftrongeftin Europe, having been mi- 
nutely examined, was judged fafe from furprife 
and aflault ; and, as time andl dearth only could 
vanquifji fo many obftaclcs, a ftrift blockade 
was determined on, to prevent the Saxons from 

obtaining 
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obtaining provifions from the environs, and to 
aft in every refpeft as in a formal iiege. For > 
this purpofc the king empjoyed a part of hi5 
force to draw lines of circumvallation, and the 
remainder to form an army of obfervation. 
This difpofition^ the beft imaginable under fudi 
circumftances^ was the more prudent becaufe 
the Saxons, flying haftily to thefe rocks, had 
wanted time to amafs much fubfiftepce, and 
all they poflefli^d njuft b^ cqnfunied in tvw» 
iflonths? \ 

The king's troops foon occupfed all the paf^ 
fages through^ which fuccour or provifions might 
arrive to the Saxons. The prince of Severn 
and his divifion took poft at Lx}hmen, Wehlcn, 
Oberfwaden, and Schandau, quite along the 
Elbei His right communicated with the di- 
vifion of the king by the bridge which was 
built near the brick-kiln. Ten battalions and 
tm fquadrons^ encatnped near the king, occu- 
pied the fpace between the Elbe and the vil- 
lage of Sedclitz, as far as Zeft ; where the di- 
vifion of prince Maurice began, which extended 
bpyond Cotta, by detachments fent as far as 
Leopoldlheim, Markerfdorf, Hennerfdorf, and 
NoUendprf J in all, thirty-eight battalions and 
thirty fquadrons were employed, to form the 
^;irciunvaliation of which we fpeak. 

Marfhal 
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Marfhal Keith had the command of the army 
of obfcfvation, in twenty- nine battalions and 
fcvcnty fquadrons. Prince Ferdinand of Brunf- 
wic firft entered Bohemia with the van*giiard. 
Having pafled Peterfwalde he encountered the 
Aullrian general Wied at Nollendorf^ with ten 
battalions oi grenadiers, and cavalry in propor* 
tion, whom he diilodged from the village. The 
Ai}ftrian took to flight, and the prince con- 
tinued his march. Marshal Keith immediately 
approached from Auffig, and encamped at 
Johnfdorf, whence he detached Mannftein, 
who feized on the caftle of Tetfchcn, to afccr- 
tain the navigation of the Elbe. Things con- 
tinued thus in Saxony, and in that part of Bo-r 
bemia, till the end of the month. 

Piccolimini on the other part was advantage- 
oufly encamped near Konigfgrastz, on the 
heights fituated between the confluence of the 
Adler and the Elbe. His camp, of an angular 
form, might not be approached. Marflial 
Schwerin marched with his army through the 
county of Glatz, whence he advanced, firft to 
Nachod, next to the banks of the Metau, and 
finally to Aujeft; where he defeated general 
Buccow, who marching to meet 'him with a 
corps of cavalry loft two hundred men. Marflial 
Schwerin could undertake nothing againft Pic- 

colomini^ 
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(colomini, in the poft he held. No grand pro^ 
je<9: could be formed either of liege or battle ; 
^nd, as the feafon was rather advanced, he 
contented himfelf with confuming all the fub^ 
fiftence he found in Bohemia, and foraging as 
far as the very cannon of the Imperial army ; 
which general PjccoUmini pretended not to per- 
ceive. A detachment of Pruffian huflars de* 
feated four hundred of the enemy's dragoons, 
near Hohenmaut, and brought in the greateft 
part of then> prifon^rs. The attempts of mar- 
ftial Schwerin were here bounded, becaufe that 
Piccolimini, careful not to remove, remained 
fcrqpuloufly (hut up in his camp, which was 
fbonger than many fprtreffes arc. 

Great efFeds this year were only ta be pro- 
duced by the army of the king, employed to at- 
tack the Saxons and prevent them receiving 
fuccour. Here difficulties daily incrcafed* 
Though the camp of Pirna was fb far inclofed 
as to prevent the arrival of fubfiftence and aid> 
to guard all the paths that led through the 
forefts and rocks of its vicinity was impoffible. . 
By this means the king of Poland ftiil main- 
tained, though with difficulty, a correfpondence 
with the court of Vienna, and information was 
received, toward the end of September, that 
fUarlhal Brauix had received orders to relieve 

the 
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the Saxon troops, blockaded at Pima, at all 
events, Marflial Braim advancing with his 
army to Budin, had three modes of executing 
this tafk, the one to march againil marshal 
Keith, and beat his army, a thing iriot eafily 
s^ccompiiflied. The feconid to proceed through 
Billin and Toplitz, and enter Saxony, either 
by the Balberg, or NoUendorf. But this woul4 
oblige hin) to prefent his flank to marflial 
Keith, and expofe all his magazines between 
Budin and Prague to deftrudion. The tl^rd 
was to fend a deuchment on the right of the 
Elbe, which, pafling through Bohmifch, 
I^ippa, Schluken^Ui a|id Rumburg, fliquld 
march to Schandau. Neither could this laft 
produce any thing decifive ; for the Pruffians 
might fend fuccour into that country, over 
their bridge of Schandau, and the ground ii\ 
the vicinity of Obdrrathen and Schandau was; 
nigged, difficult, and fo liable to be difputed^ 
from .its impradticable paifes, that a fingle bat? 
taUon might flop a whole army. 

As this critical moment was to decide the 
fete of the campaign, the king thought his pre- 
fence neceffary in Bohemia ; that he might op- 
pofe every attempt of the enemy. On the 28th 
he arrived at the camp of Johnfdorf. Here 
the troops were pofted in a confined fituatioji, 

overlooked 
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overlooked by eminences, and the rear fepa- 
rated by an efcarpement of rocks fo limited 
that, fliould they have come to adion^ it would 
have been difficylt to have fent aid from one 
part of the camp to another, without being 
greatly expofed. From this fituation, which 
muft have been abandoned at the approach of 
an enemy, it was throught proper to remove 
on the morrow. Marfhal Braun was too diftant 
for intelligence to be obtained of his motions ; 
and, it being important to watch thefe narrow- 
ly, the king put himfelf at the head of the van- 
guard, compofed of eight battalions and twenty 
fquadrons, and advanced to Tirmitz, where he 
was informed marflial Braun would pafs the 
Eger, on the morrow, near Budin. This was 
the moment of approach to gain information of 
his intentions ; and even to give battle, fliould 
opportunity offer. The fituation of affairs was fuch 
(September), and the plans of the two parties fo 
oppofite, that an aftion muft enfue, whether, 
marflial Braun fliould determine to tut his w^y 
into Saxony, fword in hand, or fliould proceed 
only by detachments. 

On the 30th the army of the king followed in 
two columns. Scarcely had it gamed the 
height of the Pafcopol, before it difcovered a 
camp in the plain of Lowofitz, with its right 

fupponed 
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fuppoited at Widhotta, Lowofitz in its frdnt, 
and Sulowitz on its left, and the extremity of 
which extended behind the pond of Schirko* 
witz. 

The van purfued its march, and diflodged 
fome hundreds of pandours, who occupied a 
poft of information, from Welmina. This vil- 
lage is fituated in a bottom, furrounded by- 
rocks, moft of which rife in the form of cones. 
Thefe heights, and the very bottom itfelf, over-^ 
look the neighbouring plains. The king di- 
ligently advanced with his infantry to occupy 
the vineyards and pafles of the plain, befide 
I-iOwofitz. The troops arrived about ten in 
the evening, and paffed the night under arms, 
a little diftance in the rear of the van-guard, 
which was ported in face of the enemy. On 
the morrow, the ift of Oftober, the camp that 
had been difcovered was reconnoitred, by break 
of day. A thick fog, extending over the plain 
prevented objefts from being diftindly feen* 
The town of Lowofitz was perceived as through 
a black veil ; and near it fome cavalry in two 
corps, each of which appeared to confift of five 
fquadrons. The army on this was put in order 
of battle. A column of infantry was formed 
on the right, another on the left, and the ca- 
valry ftationed in the feeond line; for, the 

ground 



HISTORY OF THE SEVEN OAES WAR, 79 

ground being too ample for the fmall army of 
the king, it was neceflary to place twenty bat- 
talions in the firft line, fo that the reverfe con- 
lifted only of four. The remainder of the troops 
were cither in detachments or guarding the 
magazines. The field, or^ which the army 
of the king formed, increafed in width toward 
the left. The declivity of the hills defcending 
to Lowofitz is covered with vineyards, that arc 
in fmall inclofures, with ftone walls breaft high, 
Marihal Braun had pofted .pandours in thefe 
inclofures, to impede the Prufiians ; fo that^ as 
the battalions of the left formed, they engaged 
the enemy immediately as they entered the line. 
The fire of the pandours was but ill fuftained ; 
and« as they made no great refiftance, the opi- 
nion was confirmed that the detachment that 
had been perceived on the eve, encamped in 
this vicinity, now prepared for retreat, and that 
the pandours who fkirmiftied in the vineyards, 
and the cavalry that was fcattered over the plain, 
were but the rear-guard. This appeared the 
more plaufible becaufe no trace of an army was 
difcovered. The conjefture however was very 
falfe ; for the troops firft feen at Lowofitz were 
the van-guard of Braun. The Auftrians, ig- 
norant of the march of the king's army, did not 
gain the intelligence till they faw it leaving 
I Welmina, 
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Wclmina, when the news was font to Braun by 
die general of his vanguard, upon which he 
marched that very night to join him with hk 
army at Lowofitz. The fog we have men- 
tioned continued till about eleven o'clock, 
and did not ^tally fubfide till the adion was 
almoftoven 

As it was ftill fuppofed thit there was only 
the rear-guard to combat, the Auflrian cavalry 
was cannonaded; by which it was diflurbed, 
obliged to change its pofition, and fonti feveral 
times, now in a fquare, prefently in three lines, 
then in one; and fometimes five or fix bodies 
toward the left would difappear, and foon after 
return more numerous than they feemed to be 
•at the beginning. Weary of this trifling, 
which was but loft time, the king fuppofed that, 
by charging this cavalry with twenty fquadrons 
of dragoons, the enemy's rear-guard would foon 
be difperfed and the affair ended ; on which the 
dragoons came firom the heights and formed in 
the bottom, prot^ded by the infantry. They 
afiailed and overthrew all their opponents. In 
purfuing the fugitives they received a fire of 
fmall arms and artillery in flank and front, at 
the village of Sulowitz, which drove them to 
the pofition they had afliimed at the foot of the 
vin^ards. Hence it was conjcftured that this 

was 
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was no longer a combat with the rear-guard^^ 
but that tnarihal Braun and the Auftrians were 
in fate of the army. The king wifhed to call 
off his cavalry, and place it in the fccond line on 
ttc height ; but j by one of thole miftakes which 
limfortunatdy are but too common on the day 
of battle^ it happened that the cuiraffiers had 
'all joined tht dr^oons before they could re- 
ceive orders from the aid du icamp of the king. 
Yielding to their impetuofity and (Jpfire of fig* 
nalizing themfdves, they attacked a fecond 
time. They foon overthrew the enemy's ca- 
valry i and, thou^ received with the fame fire 
that bad repuifed the dragoons on the firft 
charge, they continued purfuing for three thou- 
{and paces. Carried away by their ardour, they 
freed a ditdi of fifty feet wide, three hundred 
paces beyond which another ditch, more deep, 
covered the Imperial infimtry. A battery of 
fixty pieces then played on the Pruilian cavalry, 
and forced it to return and form anew at the, 
foot of the hill ; which, not being purfued, was 
executed in good, order. The king, unwilling 
they (hould indulge in fuch fallies, formed 
them into a fecond line, in the rear of his 
infantry. 

While the cavalry retreated^ the fire of the 
G left 
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left begao to be more hot and general. Marftial 
Braun was defirous of reverfing tlie queftion# 
Seeing, himfelf on the point of being -aflaiiedy 
he rather chofe to attack. For this purpofe he 
qaufed twenty battalions to file oiF, behind 
Lbwofitz^ which, having fucceffively glided 
along the Elbe, came to fupport the pandours, 
who combated in the vineyards, and even endea-* 
Voured to turn the left flank of the Pruffians. 
They were vigoroufly repulfed by the infantry, 
^hich fcarced the vineyards one after another, 
and, defcending into the plain, purfued fome 
battalions of the enemy, whofe fears hurried 
tfiem into the Elbe. Another body of fugitives 
threw theifefelves into the firft houfcs of Lowo- 
Ikz, and madi? a fliow of defence. Some bat* 
talions from the right were then detached to re- 
inforce the left, fo that the left of the Pruffians 
was fupported by the. Elbe; and in this order 
ijt advanced proudly, and with a determined 
air, xm Lowofitz; while the right of the army 
remained on the height by which it was fup- 
ported. The grenadiers fired into the houfes 
dirough the doors and windows, to which for the 
greats difpatch they fet fire ; and, though they 
had confumcd all their powder, ftill were not 
the regimdnts of Itzenplitz and Manteufel pre- 
vented from entering Lxjwofitz with lowered 

bayonets. 
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payonets, and forcing nine frcfti battalions, 
which Braun had feat thither, to cede the place 
and take to flight. Ail the forces of the enemy 
that had combated in this part afterward gave 
ground, and yielded .the viftory to the Pryf- 
fians. 

The king could not prqfit fo mugh as h6 
would have wifhed by this fupcefs, becaufc he 
had properly only beaten the/jgbt wing of the 
Imperialifts* They Hill ogcqpied the village 
of Sulowitz ; and, as their left was poftcd be- 
hind the ditch before mentioned, they were fafe 
from the Pruflian cavalry. Braun in the ih^ 
terim made a fine motion with his troopjs. . He. 
advanced fome brigades of his left that had not 
been in adtion, with whom he c6vered his dif- 
banded troops, flying from Lowofitz ii|t great 
cjiforder. He withdrew by night, and ocbdpied 
Leutmeritz by a detachment that broke ddwn 
the bridge of the Elbe which was in his vian. 
The marihal with his main army recovered his 
camp of Budin, and defti^oyed all the bridges 
of the Egcr to inipede the p^flTage of the Pruf- 
Cans. 

The king loft in dead and wounded twelve 

hundred men : two field generals, Quadt and 

JL-uderitz, fell on this day. Only feven hundred 

prifohers were taken ; among whom was a prince 

G z Lobkowitz,, 
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Lobkowitz, an Imperial general. Could the 
cavalry have been employed, toward the clofe 
of the aftion, the number might have been 
much greater. 

On the morrow, the prince of Bevern was 
detached with eight thoufand men to Schirko- 
witz, a village on the right of the king, half 
way to Budin. He fent parties from his camp 
along the Elbe, to reconnoitre the paflages, and 
ftill more to incite the attention and the fears of 
marfhal Braun, in order to keep him inadiv* 
by appearances, and prevent any attempt to fuc- 
cour the king of Poland and the Saxons. To 
this the Bohemian army was confined. Too 
feeble to attack, it was fatisfied with obferving 
the enemy. The king in reality could not adt 
ofFenfively. To effeduatly incite the appre- 
henfions of marihal Braun, the Eger muft hi 
pafled ; In which cafe the Imperial detachment 
at Leutmeritz, being in the rear of the Pruffians, 
might have carried their magazine of Auffig ; 
and to pafs the Eger would have been to depart 
too far from the line of defence. The army too 
would have been rendered incapable of fending 
any prompt fuccour into Saxony. Should it be de* 
termined to attack Leutmeritz, far from gaining 
by the conqueft, embarraffment would but have 
beeri increafed ; for the army would have been 
2 enfeebled 
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enfeebled by putting a garrifon into the town ; 
;;ind, being unable to g;arnilh the heights which 
furround and overlook it, this garrifon would 
have heeja icxpofed to be taken a5 foon as at- 
tacked. 

All thefe rcafons obliged the king to remain 
i:onitcated with the gain of a battle, at the com- 
i^encement of the war, and nor to attempt any 
thing farther thm tp preveni: Braun from mak- 
ing detachments ; or, if he made any, to be 
able to fend oth^^rs equally ftrong to tlie fuccowr 
^f the camp of Saxony. The Imperial army in 
Bohemia was twice the ftrength of the Pruf- 
iian ; but the troops of the latter were fo ex- 
,ceHenit, fo well difciplined, and their officeris 
were {o brave, that they were fuppoftd ^qua,l 
if not fuperior to the foe* Hpwjever wejl fpiwd- 
cd any good opinion pf oprfclv.es m»y be, fe^ 
.curity in war is always dangerous ; and rather 
fhan bp n»?g]iigen]t it i$ bcft to take fuperfluous 
jpreicaution. A« piyi^bers w.ere in favoyr of 
the Auftri^ms, and the king ipighf ftill be 
obliged to make d^t^chmfnts, ho ordered fome 
batteries to b.c raifed, and the moll feeble parts 
of his camp to be intrenched. Thefe meafures 
were found to be the more fage when it was 
^nown, on the 6th, that Braun had fecretly df-^ 
|i^hed fomt regiments, to the aniguj); as fup^ 
Q ^ pofe4 
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p6fed of iix thoufand men ; which, pafling 
through Raudnitz, advanced toward Bohmifcl^ 
Leippa, and from thepcc were to continue their, 
route toward Saxony. Though this detach- 
tnent excited no great apprehenfion, the king 
fcnt intelKgence to the margrave Charles and 
prince Maurice in Saxony, and put himfelf at 
the head of the reinforcements of cavalry, to 
conduct them to the camp of Sedelitz, where 
there yrere only thirty fquadrons, which were 
infufficient to contain the Saxons, efpecially 
ihould they attempt to pafs by the fide pf Ho- 
hendorf and Toplitz. On the 13th, his ma- 
jefty departed from Lo\yofitz, with fifteen fqua- 
drons ; and on the 14th, at noon, arrived at hi^ 
^rmy, which he fouqd at Struppen, the qus^rters 
the king of Poland had Qccupied, during the 
•whole tinie that the Saxons had been block- 
aded. 

The face of affairs ha,d entirely changed, ii^ 
Saxony, fince the king had taken the com- 
mand of his army in Bohemia. The battle of 
Lowofitz had terrified th^ court. The hope of 
affiftanc? from the Imperialifts was but feeble.. 
The troops, being menaced with approaching 
famine, -^ the Saxon generals were defirous to 
tut their way through the Pruflians by their 
own ftrcngth. Their projed was to efcapc. 
^ pver 
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.Qver the Elbe, aerofs which they attempted tp 
throw a bridge at Wilftedt. Here they fcnind 
a Pruflian redoubt, which funk fome of their 
boats, and deranged their meafures. Changing 
(heir plan, they then tranfported their pon- 
toons to Halbftadt, which they believed to be 
the propereft plage for their (ally ; efpecially 
becaufe of the fuccour which again was pro-, 
niifed them by marihal Braun. 

Every operation of the armies was fo inti- 
mately connedted with the nature of the ground 
(hat we are obliged, for the information of the ' 
reader, to give him as exaiSt an idea of this as 
we are able. What has been (aid ftrfficicntly 
indicates the ftrength of the poft of Pima; bv? 
if this was difficult to be carried k was equally 
difficult to be abandoned. The moft natural 
and eafy isvay of quitting it is through L-eopold-^ 
(heim. The Saxons defcending from t;he rocks 
might take the road to Bohemia, through Her-, 
merfdorf and NoUendorf ; not that it can be 
fMd they might have, forced this pafs without 
lofs ; but ftiU it is probable they would have 
faved a part of their troops. Taplitz once 
gained, they would meet with but trifling ob- 
ft^cles ; and their junftion with the Auftrians 
by the Eger could npt be impeded. According 
^Q all appcaraiice, the Saxon generals were un- 
(j ^ ftcquaintect 
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acquainted with the fituadon of Halbiladtj Buih 
kerfdorf, Schandau, and Ziegenruck, and were 
particulariy ignorant of the manner in which 
thefe pofts were occupied by the ErufSans; 
otherwife they never would have made fo ill 
an attempt. Leflwitz was advantageoufly pofted^ 
with eleven battalions and fifteen fquadrons, 
between Schandau and a village named Wen- 
difche Fehre. MaHhal Braun, who had entered 
Saxony at the head of his detachment^ en- 
camped in his prefence; and the Auftrians oc- 
cupied the villages of Mittseldorf and Altendorf ; 
but, finding Leftwitz ftronger than they had fup- 
pofed, they were careful not to attack. Braim 
could not attain Burkerfdori^ from which he 
was feparated by a chain of impradicable rocks. 
He did not find it to his advantage to eagage 
Lefbvitz; and yet, to aid the^axons on the iidq 
of Altftadt, he would be obliged to file off with 
his men two at a time, in face of the Pruffians, 
and under the fire of their fmall arms* TherQ 
was therefore no mode which a man of expe- 
rience, like marfhal Braun, could take, without 
rilking his reputation. He preferred remain- 
ing inaftive to thus inefFediwUy lading hi^ 
troops to flaughter* 

Befide Altfladt, where the Saxons had deter-^ 
|nined to pafs the Elbe^ and on the right fhore 
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pf that river, is 4 finall pUin, overlooked by 
the Lillienftein^ a Attp rock by which it is i^ 
part^ bounded. Oi^ each fide of this rock wer^ 
^ve Pruffian Ijattaliqns, iinder the command qf 
flet^ow, behincj an ^^batjs, which in the form qf 
a h^lf moon was extended and fupported ^t 
pach fide by the elbowing of the Elbe. Five 
hundred paces in the rear of this pqft, fix batta* 
Jions and fiyejquadrons held the defile of Bur- 
^erfdorf, op, the back of which is a chain q£ 
fugged and fteep rocks, named the Ziegenruck, 
which, .encompaffing the whoje ground, extends 
at each end to the Elbe. To force their way 
therefore the Saxons had three fpcceflive pofts 
p attack, each more formidable than the other: 
yet this was the ^de on which they began to 
pftabliih their bridges, on the 1 ith of Odtobcr, 
p ciFed their efcape. 

The PruflSans took good care not to difturb 
them. Their defcent from Tirmfdorf toward 
the plbe was not difficult; but, when riieir 
bridges were finifhed, and they wiftied to mount 
the rock; qn the other fide to gain the plain of 
^Itftadt, they fqund only a fifherman's path. 
Ifalf a 4ay was necelflary for the paflfagc of two 
battalions. The heavy rains that fell rendered 
the roads ftiU more intolerable. They were 
obliged tQ f^bandon their cannon, which it was 

impqffible 
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impoilible to tranfport to die oppofitc fliore; 
thus their whole artillery remained in the in- 
trenchments they had quit^:ed- The flownefe 
of their paffage occafioned the cavalry, infan- 
try, baggage, and rear-guard t)f this pell-mell 
multitude, to remain in the environs of Striip- 
pen* On the 13th, before day^^ prince Maurice 
9f Anhalt was firft informed of the flight of the 
Saxons. He ordered the men immediately to 
arms, and divided the army into'feven columns, 
that with difficulty clambered the rocks of 
Pirna, The generals formed on the fummit of 
tliefe mountains, abandoned as they were by 
their defenders, between the Sonnenftein and 
Rottendorf. Ziethen immediately attacked the 
rc^r-guard of the enemy with his huflars, and 
drove it to Tirmfdorf. The free companies 
and Pruffian chaffeurs took poft in a wQod^ 
near this rear-guard, which they incomnv>ded 
greatly by their fire. Prince Maurice came up, 
and fent a rcgimenr of Pruffian infantry to oc- 
cupy the height in the rear of the Saxons. 
The cannon from this hill fcarcely made two, 
difcharges before the Saxons, furprifed at re^. 
ceiving a fire from a part fo little expefted,^ 
fell in diforder, and fuddenly took to flight. 
The huflars fell upon and pillaged the baggage^ 
Ifhe chaffipurs glided into a wochJ near the Elbe, 

vhencc^ 
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fvhence they fired on the S&xbn rear-guard, 
that had juft paffed the bridge. The latter thea 
frjitirely loft all recolleftion. They 'cut the 
pables of their own bridge; which, carried 
away by the (Iream as far as Rathen^ was there 
taken by the Pruffians, Prince Maurice im- 
mediately made the troops encamp on the 
heights of Struppen ; tl^eir left inclined toward 
the Elbe, and their right extended behind a 
deep ravine, which ends befide Henncrfdorfc 

Such was (he ftate of things when the king 
arrived with his dragoons at Struppen, The 
Saxons wafted a given iignal, according to 
agreen^ent with the loiperiaiifts, to attack tho 
Pruflians in concert. This fignal was not 
given, and all hope was loft. They were thei\ 
but tqo well convinced, feeing the maimer in 
Vhich Retzow was pofted, it was tmpoifible 
|hey ftioukl cut their way by their own effort5. 
The king of P>pland, who had taken refuge at 
the Kpnigftein, warmly preiTed his generals to 
attack Retzpw at Lillienftein; and count Ru- 
towfky in return forcibly reprefented the ineffi* 
tacy of fuch an attempt, which muft end in 
effuiion of blood and butchery, and from 
which no advantage could be drawn. 

Marfhal Braun, though not in equal danger, 
was not lefs. embarrafled. In his front was an 

army 
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army of Pruffians fuperior to his own. As all 
,commiyiication was cut off with the Konigftein, 
there being natural impediments which inters 
dided any attempt to relieve the Saxons, who 
he well might fear would furrender without his 
knowledge, after which the whole Pruffian force 
would fall upon him, judging the fituation of 
the Saxon army hopdefs, and thinking only erf" 
his own fafety, pn the 14th of Oftober he re* 
treated into Bohemia. The Pruffian huSkr^ 
purfucd. Warncri beat his rear-guard, an4 
put thre^ hundred Croat gr^nadici^ to the 
iword. 

This ill executed attempt occafioned the moft 
injurious reproaches to pafs between the Saxon 
and Auftrian generals.^ Th«y were mutually 
wron^; the Saxon general who had formed 
this projedt of efcape alpne wasi culpable. He 
muft no doubt have confulted defe(%ive maps. 
He had never been in thot^ parts, of t:he fitua- 
tion of which he was fo ignorant. For what 
man in his fenfes would choofe to retreat 
through defiles; betwejsn fkeep rocks^ pf which 
the enemy is the mafter ? The ground, wJfpUy 
inimical to jthe manoeuvres the Auftruns and 
Saxons intended to make, was the true caufe of 
the misfortunes of the latter. So neceflary is 
it to (ludy the fituation of places, by which mi- 
3 Utary 
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Utary aftions are decided, and. with them the 
welfare of ftates. 

The king of Poland, on the heights of the 
Konigftein, was a fpeftator of the deplorable 
fituation of his troops, in want of bread, fur- 
rounded by enemies, and incapable, even by 
the moft defperate refolution, of efcaping at any 
cxpence of blood, for all refource was cut off. 
That he might not fee them perifli with famine, 
he was obliged to confent they fhould furrender 
prifoners of war, and lay down their arms. 

Count Rutowfky was employed to draw up 
this melancholy capitulation. The whole corps 
was takeri, and the officers gave their parole of 
honour not to ferve againft the Pruffians, dur- 
ing the war. As their word was depended on 
they were releafed. Not to humble a van- 
quiflied foe, the king reftored to the king of 
Poland the colours, ftandards, and drums ; he 
alio confented to the neutrality of the fortrefs 
of Konigftein. But, at the very time he was 
endeavouring to foften the afflidions of the 
king of Poland, the latter concluded a fecret 
treaty with the emprefs queen, by which he 
ceded to her, in confideration of a certain fub* 
fidy, four regiments of dragoons, and two pulks 
of XJlans, whom he maintained in Poland* 
Such a procedure only ferved to juftify the 

conduft 



coadud of the Pruffians. The king of Zet- 
land, more than ever difgufted with war after 
the fcene that had fo lately been aded^ de^ 
manded free paflage for his perfon^ that he 
might repair to Poland. This was not only 
granted him but attention was carried fo far 
as to withdraw the Pruffian troops^ from the 
lt>ad on which he was to pafs^ that he might 
not behold objedts which only could give him 
pain. On the i8th he departed with his twa 
&ns and his minifter for Warfaw. 

The Saxon army that fo lately had capitu- 
lated amounted to feventeoi thoufand men^ and 
the artillery to more than eighty cannon. Of 
thefe troops, which the king diflxibuted, he 
formed twenty new battalions of infantry ; but 
he committed the error of not incorporating 
them with his fubjeds, the officers excepted, 
who all were Pruffians. This was the caufe 
that little advantage could afterward be made 
of thefe regiments, and of the ill fervices they 
performed. 

After the redudion of the Saxons, the king 
returned to withdraw his army out. of Bohemia. 
Marftial Keith quitted the camp of Lowofitz 
on the 25th, and retreated to Linay without 
being followed by the enemy. The regiment ^ 
of It^enplitz, that guarded the ford of the Elbe 

at 
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dt the village of Solefel, was attacked the fame 
night, and defended itfelf fo well that, not 
fatisfied with fepulfing the enemy, it took fomc 
piifoners. From Linay the army continued 
its march through NoUendorf, Schonwaide, 
and Gilhubel, and arrived on the 30th ia 
Saxony. The king cantoned the men betweea 
Pirna and the frontiers of Bohemia. 

While the army of the king entered Sa^^ony, 
marfhal Schwerin forfook the vicinage of K6* 
nigfgrastz, and retired into Silefia. On his 
march toward Skalitz he \vas followed by fomc 
tboufands of Hungarians, who harraflcd bis 
rear- guard. The marlhal, not undcrftanding 
raillery, put himfelf at the head of a part of his 
cavalry, fell upon them fuddenly, and defeated 
and purfued them to Smirfitz; after which 
he tranquilly continued his march, and on the 
ad of November arrived on the frontiers cf 
Sileiia. 

The enemy. kept fo quiet that the troops 
were early permitted to go into winter quarters^ 
for which a line was formed. Prince Maurice 
had the command of the divifion fe^it to 
Chemnitz and Zwickau, whence detachments 
were made to guard the defiles of Bohemia j 
and the pofts of Aufche, Oelfnitz, and the 
Balbei:g, were intrenched. General Hulfea 
I com* 
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commanded die battalions of Freyberg aii^ 
Dipholdifwalde, and held the pofts of Sayda^ 
Frauenbcrg, and EinfideL The defile of* 
Gifhubel and the pafs of Hohlendorf the king 
confided to general Zaftxow; beyond which, 
paffing the Elbe, the line extended through 
Drefden arid Bifchofswerda to Bautzen, where 
a body of ten battalions and ten fquidroris wds 
ready to fend fuccour wherever it fiiould bd 
requifite. Lefiwitz was pofted at Zittau^ with 
fix battalions. To afcertain his comrilunic&'> 
tion, he had detachments at Hirfchfelde, Of- 
tritz, and MarrienthaL The prince of Bevem 
commanded the pofts of Golitz and Lauban, 
with ten battalions and fifteen fquadrons. Gene- 
ral Winterfeld, and the prince of Wurtembcrg, 
who marched with a detachment into Silefia, 
continued the line; including GriefFenberg, 
Hirfchberg, Landftiut, and Friedland. General 
Fouquet covered the county of Glatz. Another 
corps of the army of marfli^ Schwerin wintered 
befide Neuftadt, and ferved to cover Upper Si- 
lefia againft the incurfions the Imperialifts might 
have made from Moravia. 

Such was the difpofition in which the Pruffian 
troops paffed the winter of 175^ to 1757. 
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CHAP. V. 

ne Winter of 1756 to 1757. 

THE kivafion of Saxony by the Pruffians 
oecafioned very lively fenfations rfirough- 
out Europe. Several courts, unacquainted with 
hi^ reafcms> or wifhing fo to be, blamed and 
difapproved the conduct of the king. The 
king of Poland exclaimed againfl: the violencd 
committed by the Pruffians; his minifters in 
foreign courts exaggerated the calamities of 
Saxony, and empoifoned and calumniated the 
moft innocent proceedings of the king. Al^er- 
fions like thefe were re-echoed at Verfailles, 
Peterfburg, and throughout Europe. The 
king of France was piqued that the king of 
Pruffia, inftead of renewing the treaty of Ver- 
failles, had concluded an alliance with England. 
On one part the Auftrian miniftc?rs embittered 
the nmids of the French to engage them in m. 
German war ; and on the other the tears of the 
Dauphinefs were employed to excite the com* 
paffion of Louis XV. that he might take pare 
iwth the king of Poland. The moft Chriftian 

H king 
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king yielded to thefc ardent felicitations, and 
refolvtd to carry the war into Germany: he 
only delayed this ftep that he might obtain 
fom« apparent and plaufible pretext. This his 
ambaflad6r, the duke de Broglio, had orders to 
furnifh, by giving occafion to the PruffianS to 
irifult his public charafter. He was the pro- 
pereft of perfons that could have been chofen 
^o have embroiled the two courts. The com- 
miflion 'given him was the caufc of hjg flxange 
conduft. While the Saxons, remained block- 
aded in their camp of Pirna he had continued 
at Drefden, and made various attempts to re- 
pair to Struppen, where the king of Poland 
was, though there was a general prohibition to 
the contrary. He attempted to force the guards 
to induce them to commit fome violence. He 
vainly effayed to pafs the chain of horfe patroles. 
He was oppofed on every occafion with fo muck 
firm! politenefs that he could not come to the 
king of Poland, nor find any trifling pretext of 
national quarrel. The court of Verfailles grew 
impatient at this, and without further ceremony 
difmifled the Pruflian ambaflador, M. von Kny- 
phaufen, from Paris, and recalled M. de Valori, 
the; -French ambaffador at Berlin, This open 
intetference obliged the king, on his return, 
frofii Bohemia, to fignify to the duke de Broglio 

at 
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it Drcfden, where the king fixed his quarters, 
that, all intelligence hayihg been interrupted 
between the two courts by the late recal, it was 
no hipre proper for an ambaffador of France 
id refide in the fame city with his majcfty, and 
that he muft inceflantly prepare to depart tb 
the king of Poland, whom, his embafly con^ 
cerried. The anibaflador received this decla* 
ration witti that' air of haughiy dignity which 
the French fo well know to alTuih^^ wk^A they 
recdlledt the proQ)er6uS period of Louis XIV. 
tife did not by this delay his departure for 
Warfaw. The cOurt of VcrfalUdis determined 
6n a Xijpture^ and, having loft fight of that fixed 
point ih hct politics, which waS to pulh the war 
by fea agaihft the Englifli, abandoned herfelf 
to caprice and impulfes given by foreign powers. 
She declared fhe confidered the invafion of 
Saxony as a violation of the pteace of Wcft- 
phalia, of which fiib vr3& a guarahtee. She ima- 
gined this pretext bf guarantee fufiitient to au- 
thorise her to takfe part in xht war, and even to 
induce the Sv^edes tb do th6 fame. The Abbe 
de Bemis^ who had been the promoter of the 
ialliance with the houfe of Auftria, became mi- 
iiifter for foreigh afFaTrs, inftead of M. Rbuillc* 
In fine, French impetuofity, Which always 
tarries the nation to extremes^ the incoafiftency 

Hz of 
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of miniftcrs^ the aoimofity with which th< king 
of Prance had previoufly been infpired ^gainl^ 
the king of Priiflia, novelty, and falhion^ all fq 
contributed to promote the alliance of ths^t couc^ 
with Aufhia that this alliance was cqnfidqried ^3 
a mafbr flroke in politics. Inipinrial miniftcrs 
only were in vogue, and they fo adroitly em* 
ployed their influence oyer the councils of 
Lx>uis XV. that, inftead of twenty-Srar tbopfaAd 
auxiliaries, (tipulated by Fr^ce to be fent zq 
the emprefs queen, they intrigued fo effisdually 
that, in the following fpnng, a hundred thoufan4 
French pafled the Rhine. 

The Swedes were prefently, fuminone4 to 
fulfil their guarantee of the treaty df Wcftpha^ 
lia, by the French niiniftry ; and the Swcdifh 
fenate h^ long been in the pay of France. 
Though the laws of the kingdom, in exprefs 
and pofitive terms, forbade any declaration of 
war, without the co^fent of the three orders 
which form the general diet of the ftate, the 
partifans of France violated thefe fimdainental 
laws ; and, ^neglefting all iifual formalities, 
Mindly adopted the meafures the king of France 
propoied. 

While the court of VedfaiUes laborioufly pre- 
pared the means of overwhelming Germany, a 
fiadman endeavoured to accomplifli a revolu-* 
3 tioA 
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don in France. An obfcurc fanatic, who had 
lived fervant at a convent of Jefuits in Flanders, 
undertook to aflaflinate -Louis XV, This lu- 
natic, named Damiens, repaired to Verfailles, 
that he might watch the moment of putting his 
abominable prcgeft into execution. One even- 
ing, when the king was to depart for Choifi, he 
mingled with the crowd, approached the king 
behind, and plunged his knife into his fide. 
iic was immediately arretted. The wound 
was found to be flight ; and the culprit was 
committed to the care pf the parliament. The 
prifons were filled with perfons whom he had 
accufed in his depofiuons, but who being in- 
nocent recovered their liberty; nor Kas the 
public hitherto obtained any other than vague 
giotives, which could induce the monfter to 
commit an ad fb atrocious. 

The court of Vienna, fo aAive at Verfailles, 
was not lefs diligent in intrigue with the other 
powers of Europe. . She depided the invafion of 
Saxony by the Pruffians, at Peteriburg, in the 
blackefi colours. It was an infult to Ruflia ! It 
was to brave the force of ttat empire ! It was i 
manifefl: contenipt of the guarantees the emprefs 
]£lizabeth had granted ihe king of Poland for 
his ele6(orate ! In fupport of thefe infinuations 
t^e A^^^^s were prodigal of their llanders 
H ^ againft 
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agajnft PruflTia, as they alfo were of money^ 
which was not ufelefsly difperfed. To haften 
the march of the Ruffian troops, the empref^ 
queen prqmifed an annual fubfidy, of two mil- 
lions of crowns, to the emprefs Elizabeth. This 
fum, properly fpeaking, was paid by France, 
and was the equivalent of the contingency (he 
owed to Auftria. By this the latter power en- 
gaged Ruffia to declare war againft the king. 
*. The fervants of the emprefs queen laboured 
with no lefs zeal at Ratiflbon to involve the 
ftatcs of the empire in thefe troubles. The 
French fo far intimidated the diet, by their 
threats, that it blindly fubfcribed to the will of 
ihe court of Vienna. This diet refolved that 
the holy epipire fhould form an army of execu- 
tion, which fhould in^mediately advance into 
the eleftoirate of Brandenbourg ; the command 
of which was beftowed on the prince of Hild- 
bourghaufen, a marihal in the Auflxian fcrvice. 
The fifcal of the empire entered the lifts, and 
affirmed the kings of Pruffia and England me- 
rited being put to ijie ban of the empire. Some 
princes remonftrated that, though the eleftor of 
Bavaria had formerly been put' to this ban, it 
was not till after his defeat at the battle of 
Hochftsedt ; and that, when the Imperial armies 
^ould have gained fimilar battles, they might 
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tJiCA be at liberty to proceed againftthefe kings. 
France well conceived that, were this fcntencc 
precipitately made public, the court of Vienna 
would endanger its dignity ; and it might fur-^ 
ther be feared that the two kings and their ad* 
herents fliould entirely (eparate themfelves from 
the holy Roman empire. This they reprefented 
at Vienna, ai}d counfelled the emprefs cjpeen to * 
wait that opportunity which good fortune mighf 
afford, and maturely to refled: on the final mea* 
fures (he ought to take. Though this advige 
was followed, it did not prevent the fifcal from 
ading with rude and infupportable indecency 
againft kings, toward whom even enemies ufu- 
ally obferve a polite and refpedful procedure. 
It would have been difficult to anfwer the inju* 
riou5 and bitter memorials of that diet, had not 
M. von Plotho, the king's ambaffador at Ra- 
tifbon, had the talent and the addrefs to deep 
his pen in fimilar gall. The ftyle of the Impc* 
rial court \yas not more gentle ; its mcniorials 
were jdiftinguilhed from even thofe of the fifcal, 
by infolence abounding in haughtinefs, and by 
fomewhat ftill more poignant mingled with fu- 
percilious arrogance. Offended by proceedings 
like thefe, the king infinuated to the emprefs 
queen they might remain enemies without foul 
language, and that it might fufflce forfovcreigns 
H ^ tQ 
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to end their contefts by the fword, withouif 
proftituting their dignity by memoriak in the 
language of Billingfgate *. Thefe remooftraii.ces 
long continued vain, and did not acquire force 
lillfome battles had firft been gained. 

.yVhile all Europe armed againft the kings of 
Pruflk^ and Great ^ Britain, England was in a 
general ftate of commotion, which benumbedt 
governments and would tave been prejudicial 
to the nation, had not this been redreffed by 2^ 
feafonable chang"e. The domeftic diflenfionsi 
which agitated the ftate were fomented by the 
duke of Cumberland, who flattered himfelf hct 
might place his creaturyS in the firft offices ojf 
the kingdom. He it ^ss who excited the 
nation againft the French ; he it was who pro- 
moted war, hoping that the mlipiftry could no^ 
fuftain itfelf in times of trouble. The firft at- 
tempts of the Englilh were fo unfucpdsful that 
they loft Port Mahon, and this was a pretext, ^ 
employed by his party, to tax the dpke of 
Newcaftle widi incapacity. At the opening of 
the parliament, the mipds of men were heated, 
the ahimofity of parties redoubled, and fo many 
fprings were made to aft by the intrigues of 
the duke of Cumberland that the 4v»ke of 
Newcaftle, rather fatigued than vanquilhed, 
refigned his poft. The triumphant party be- 
>^ » flowed 
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ftowcdthe feals on Mr. l^px, the creatvurci cf^ 
the duke of Cumberiand, 

I'he new jtniniftry could not maintain it$ 

power 2 Fox voluntarily cjuitted a place pro- 

fured by fo many arts, and the duke of New- 

caftle vas reftored to office, Thefc changes 

in the fervaftts of the ftatc would have been of 

little confequence^ had they not produced a 

kind of inaftivity and lethargy in the tranfafUon 

of bufinefs. ^The miiiiftry and the great were 

more occupied concerning the interefts of fadion 

than the meafurcs to be taken againft France. 

Animated rather againft their competitors than 

againft the national enemy, no plans were 

formed for the approaching campaign. No 

one troubled himfelf concerning the war by 

fea, hitherto unfortunate ; ftill left concerning 

the war that was loon to rage in Germany^ 

What moft interefted the king at this moment 

was to induce the £ngli(h to take meafures for 

(he continental war ; znd, as: he forefaw what 

would be the general operations of the French 

army in the empire, he fent the king of England 

a plan for the common defence of Germany. It 

fchiefly confifted of the following points. The 

king propofed Wefel Ihould be maintamed as 

a place of arms for the allies, by which they 

would be enabled to pafs the Rhine. He re« 

* quired 
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quired an army to be alTembled in a proper 
place^ behind the Lippe, between Wefel aii4 
Lippftadt, This pofition would have the ad- 
vantage of enabling troops to march toward 
the Rhine, or toward jhe Wpfer, a$ oecafipn 
Ihould demand. If fhc prench (bould. march 
into Hcffe, the army pf th^ Lipp?» by advanc- 
ing toward Frankfgrt, woiijld oblige theni tQ 
quit their purfuits *; and while the allied army 
Ihould be driven from the Rhine, by thefe ope? 
rations, the fortrefs of Wefel would afford emr 
ployment to the Frenph till it could march back 
to its relief: for, \yliile phis place held Qut, it 
was not to be prefumed the French forces, on 
the Lower 1^hi|ie^ WoUld advance too far intq 
Weftphalia. 

The king of England, little accuftomed to 
fubjeds of this kind, read the plan withoyt com- 
prehending its importance ; and, as it was pro- 
pdfed to maintain Wefel, he fufpefted the rea- 
foning of the king of Pruflia ; but he had entire 
confidence in his, Hanoverian minijfters, whq 
rnceflantly remonftrated that he muft confine 
himfelf to the defence of the Wefer. This 
judgment was falfe in every fenfe; for the 
Wefer is in general fordable, and the ftiore 
oppofite to the elcftorate of Hanover is the 
higheft ; fo that nature n-ever intended, what- 

^veJT 
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fvcjr M. von Munchhaufen might affirm, that 
an able general would put this river to the ufp 
he propofed* His advice neverthelefs prevailed, 
and all that could be obtained from the king of 
England was that he confented the Hanoverian 
^d HeflTian troops fhpuld return into Germany. 
The >yant of harijiony betweeix the ^ing, the 
Englifh, and the Hanoverian?, obliged the 
former to take meafures different from thofe he 
had Imagined for the dutchy of Cleyes and the 
fortrefs of Wefel. Under the fieceffity of aban- 
doning the latter, he §;ave orders that a part of 
its works fhould b? ruined, its nqmerous ar- 
tillery bp trahfported by fea to Magdebourg, 
aijd that the garrifon (hould evacuate the town 
and retire to Bielefeld, there to join the allied 
army in the fpring, which was to affemble 
under the. command of the duke of Cumber- 
land. 

After the proof that had beeii given of the 
influence which the {^ajioyerian minifters had 
9ver the king of England, it was evident tliat, 
to apply to the fountain head whence he derived 
bis.refolutions, it was ncceflary they fhould be ad- 
dreffed. Every thing was to be feared for the army 
of the duke of Cumberland, which waslefs under 
the command of this prince than under a knot 
pf civilians J who, never having feen a carnp, 

nor 
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nor read a book on the military art^ imagined 
fbemfelves equal to Marlborough and Eugene. 
' The intereft of the king was too iclofely con- 
nefted with that of the king of England for him 
to remain a cool Ipeftator of the falfe con- 
4aft of which he was going to be guilty ; and 
with the hope of preventing this he fent general 
Schmettau to Hanover. Schmettau made the 
moft energetic remonftrances to thefe prcfump-^ 
tuous and ignorant rulers^ to induce them to 
renounce the plan they had formed for the 
campaign. He deqionfbrated its faults^ and 
vainly predided it^ confequences : hadhefpo- 
ken Arabic he would have been equally well 
underflood; The ihiniftry, whofe minds were 
exceedingly confined^ had not underftanding 
Sufficient to follow a chain of military reafoning. 
Their want of knowledge rendered them fufpi- 
cious^ and the fear of being decieivedi on 4 
(ubjeft concerning which they were ignorant, 
increafed their natural obflinacy. Such were 
the reafons that rendered the miffipn of genera) 
Schmettau inefficacious. 

The more artful French had firmly perfuaded 
them it was their intention only to crofs their 
country ; and that the plan of their campaign 
was entirely directed againft the king of Pruffia^ 
that^ in a word, they intended to befiege K^ag? - 

debpurgj 
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4cbourg ; and^ provided the l^ianovcriaas woidd: 
remain peaceful (pedators of the fcen^f their 
country (hould be fpared and their perfons rc- 
fpeded. The minifters were the dupes of their 
own credulity, and the French pvinilbed their 
perfidy^ toward the king of PruflSa, a& will be 
feen in the relation of the enfuing campaign. 

While thefe negotiations agitated J^urop^, 
the king was at DrefBen^ \«here the queen <^ 
Poland raifed him other ^^/ficuftiest This 
princeis^ while fhe daily fpnt her grand m^er, 
count Queftenberg, to compliment the l^ng 
ii(ith infinite affurai^ces of friei^dih^Pj bW!4* 
twined a fecret intelligence with the Auftrian 
generalsj and informed them of whatever Ihc 
knew. Thefe proceedings gave place to the 
precautions taken toi di^cqyer this qorrefppn- 
dence. As all packages and n^chandize whiqli 
came from Bohemja, were cafefuUy examiQi^i 
a^ the gates> a box of pudding was on^ d^y 
opened, addii^effed to madjun Ogilyi, fifll fe^Jy. 
t9 the queen^ who h§d e&?Lt^s ifi the v^ci- 
i^e of Leutme^dts^ Xhef^ puddings on tx^y 
i^ination were aU ft^fed wit^ letters. Tbgi. 
difcovcry rend^ed the, court njiore citcumfpftft. 
in its correfpondence ; the fame pradkes h©w? 
ever were continued, but with additional fineffis. 
'Pie iU-wiU of the queen di4 not ftop her^ ; 

, fhe 



flic fent cmiffaries to all the garrifons where th6 
king formed new-raifed regiments of the Saxons 
taken at the Lillienftien, to ixcit^ them to {edi- 
tion, revolt, and defertion. Many of^them were 
feduced, and this was the caiife that, at the! 
commencement of the campaign, entire corps 
mutinied and paffed over to the enemy. Thd 
intention of the king of Poland and his allies 
was to reincorporate thefe corps iii HUngar^, 
and put them on the fame footing they werd 
before they had been taken by the Pniffians. 
Soldiers were affembled, but, wanting officer^> 
they had recourfc to a means fuch as hiftbry 
flimiflies no example of, on the part of feculaf 
princes. The Saxon officers were releafed frotti 
their parole given to the Pniffians ; and many 
of them were mean enough to obey the man- 
date. In the ages of ignorance, pope§ may be 
found who abfolved nations from oaths of fide* 
lity fworn to their fovereigns. Thus cardinal 
Julian Cefarini obliged Ladiflas, king of Hun* 
gary, to violate the peace he folemnly cbntf afted 
with Soliman. The crime which authorizes 
perjury had only been the crime of ambitious 
and implacable pontiffs; but never of kings^ 
among whom good faith ought to.be fourid,- 
though it had been banilhed the reft c>f thfi' 
world. Should I be thoyght to infifi on fuch 

traits. 
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traks, it is but to charafterize the fpirit of ani- 
mofity and obftinate revenge which were pre- 
dominant in this war, and diftinguifhed it from 
all others. France and Auftria did not obtain 
all the aid from thefe Saxon regiments which 
they expefted ; they did but increafe their ex- 
pences. 

Amid this general efFervefcence, th? enemy's 
troops were not more tranquil in their quarters 
than were* negotiators in their intrigues. Thofc 
corps which the king had in Lufatia were moft 
expofed to projefts of attack. This province 
toward Zittau forms a kind of point, which 
narrows as it advances between the provinces of 
Bohemia, and it was furrounded by the Auftri- 
ans, with large detachments, fent to Friedland, 
Gabel, and Rorabourg. Thefe, being com- 
manded by young officers who ardently fought 
occafions to diftinguifti themfelves, were in the 
field during the grcateft part of the winter. 
The prince of Lowenftein was at the head of 
one ; and general Lafcy, fon of the marfhal 
who had ferved with diftindtion in Ruffia, led 
the other. They fometimes attempted the 
poft of Oftritz, at others that of Hirfchfeld, or 
Marienthal ; and, though their attempts wcre^ 
inefFedtual, men were killed to no purpofe*^ 
Major Bhimenthal, of the regiment of Hcnry^ 

loft 



loft his life op 09e of thefe occafions, as cUc) 
many foldicrs^ &oni wbQsn ihe ftate might havf 

^ cxpedtcd bettei- ftrvices^ The corps of Left* 
vntz at Zictaua a^d thAt of ch^ prince of Bevexs 
at Goflitz^ were fintigucd by perpetiml ^acms» 
being obliged to fend aid, f&metimes on tbii 
fide, at others on that : the reftlefs adtlvity of 
the Auftrians kept ^em continually on fi^ot 
and in adion* As the enemy incroafed in 
ftrength, by the troops that came to join them 
from Flanders, the conteft nuift at l^ngdi hava 
become unequal ; and, as reinforcements wero 
neceflary for the PrujQEians to maintain them£elv6$ 
in Lufsttia, the king fent a referve thither, which 
had occupied that part of Pomerania that is 
neareft to the province of Pruffia. The firft 
dcftination of thefe troops, had been to join 
marflul Lehwald, the better to enable him to 
lefift the Ru0ianarmy ; but the more inunediato 
neceffity muft be attended to, and the more 
diftant negl^ed. It was to be remembered 
that, by dividing the army into three^ corpa 
that were relatively too equsl, neither of them 
€X)uld ftrike any, vigorous and decifiveWows 
Wthqreas by a0!embUng a Imrge army in Saxony^ 
feme coafiderabk advautagps ov^r tbe Impieiii- * 

I alifts might be hopedi at the commeixcemeot oi 
^ campaign^ which migHt: confound ttidii 

aUieS|^ 



HISTORY OF THE SKVElff YfeAltS WAR. Xl J 

^lieSj and induce feme among them to defift 
from intended war, and conquefts which ambi- 
tion projeftcd. 

The PrufBan regiments that came from Po- 
ftnerania arrived at Oorlitz^ toward the middle 
of March^ and were employed to ftrengthen the 
pofts in which thtrt were not fulficient troops ; 
itod afta' their 'arrival in Lufatia the enemy 
tenaaihed qiiiet. 

About this time the king made a journey into 
Sllcfia, to concert with marlhal Schwerin. They 
met at Haynau. The plan of the approaching 
campaign was there laid down, and the beft 
poffibic meafures taken to conceal it, even from 
the knowledge of the army j after which the 
king returned into Saxony, where, as well as in 
Silcfia, every preparation was made to execute 
this plan, as foon as the arrangements relative 
to fubfiftcnce and the coming fpring fhould 
permit. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Campaign of 1757. 

THE Pruffian troops entered into canton- 
ments toward the end of March. They 
were divided into four different corps. Prince 
Maurice commanded in the vicinity of Zwickau. 
The king, with die main army, kept between 
Drefden, Pirna, Gilhubel, smd Dippokiifwalde.^ 
The prince of Bevem had affembled the corps 
that had wintered in Lufatia, near Zittau;. and 
maribal Schwerin advanced with his army> .on 
the frontiers of Bohemia, between Glatz, Fried- 
land, and Landfhut. The plan of the campaign 
was to penetrate at once with thefe four corps 
into Bohemia, and by different direftions to ar- 
rive at Prague, which was the place of rencontre* 
This grand manoeuvre would certainly throw 
the different corps of the enemy, difperfed in 
their quarters, into commotion and aftonifli- 
meht. *^ There were hopes that fome might be 
furprifed, and that others might be brought to 
adion, and cut off in detail, which might give 
a fuperiority and afcendancy to the Pruffians 
-during the remainder of the campaign, and 

bring 
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bring on a decifive aftion, the fuccefe of which 
mighjt fix. the fortune of the War. To conceal 
diis projed was of the utmoft importance, and 
it could onbf be effeacd by depriving the enemy 
even of fbfpicion, as well as the court of 
Saxony, by which the l?ruffians w^re betrayed* 
Neither muft the army be informed. Nothing 
tauft be left to the tongue of imprudence. That 
eveiy body might be deceived^ the city of 
Drefden wfts fortified and paUfadoed, to put it 
in a fituadon of defence. The king meantime 
chofe a certain number of advantageous camps 
round Drefden^ as if he prepared for defenfive 
war. Thefe camps Were marked out at Cotta, 
Maten, Poflfendorf, the Windberg, and Moren. 
The Saxon Chaflburs employed for this purpofe 
informed the court with all hafte; and the queen 
of Poland was equally hafty to inform the Au- 
ftrian genends. Nor were thefe falfe appear- 
ances all ; but, the better to lull the enemy, 
feeble incurfions were made into Bohemia, as 
if meant to avenge the alarms of the enemy 
during winter^ in Lufatia, to the difturbance of 
the Pruffians. With this intent prince' Mau- 
rice took a cifctdt toward Eger. Marlbal 
Keith came up with an Auflrian detachment 
imexpededly at Schlukenau* The prince of 
Bevem furprifed four hundred foot and pan- 
jl a dours 



4ours at Bohmifch Friedlandj who {ufreodectd* 
themfelves prifoners* Thefe trifling atCacks kept 
the Impcrialifts in fccurity^ who vrcre peiiuaded 
die king woukl ccmtenthimrelf with gjltingtlicm 
petty alarms, and did iftot iufp^ him of more 
grand defigns. 

The different corps of the Pitiffian army 
were in motion, fome on the 20th, others on th€ 
ipth of ApriL Prince Maurice eneered Bo- 
hemia, by the Ba(berg, whence he advanced to 
Gommotau. The king encamped at NdUen« 
dorf, and Tent his van-guard ta Karwkz, where 
2aftrow was deuched with his brigade to. oc- 
cupy Auffig, and drive the AvArians from the 
caftle oi Tetfchen. On the morrow the army 
ibarched to Lanay, where prince Maufice joined 
it from Bfrix* The quarters of the Auftriam 
all fell back beyond the Eger, at the approach 
of die Frulfians* The caftle of Tetfchen fur« 
rendered on die 27th; general Zaftrow there 
. had the misfortune to be kilkd. The army 
afterward paffed th« Pafcopol, and tmrerfing 
die plains of Lowofitz (Z4th) encamped at 
Trebnitz. The Hafenberg was occupied, and 
the right Was iupported at the Pafcopol* Thii 
pofidoh was facing that Which marflsal Braunt 
had lately taken at Budin* It was known thai 
the marihal expected a divifioci of his troops, 

that 
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that had wintered in the circles of Saaz luid 
Egefi on die morrow ; and it was thovight pro^ 
|>er to attempt to prevent this junf^on^ and 
Combat this corps^ before it was near enough to 
receive aid from the camp at Budin. To this 
effedt it was refolved that the army (hould pais 
the Egerj at nighty a niile and a half above the 
pamp of marO^al Bra\m ; and, if no opportimity 
of beating this divifiqn^ which was on the march, 
(hould prefent itfelf, flill the manoeuvre muft 
turn the marlhalj and oblige him to abandon 
his pofition. Bridges were in confequence 
^blilhed at Kofchtitz ; which were not 
iinifhed before the morning of the morrow, 
when the troops paiTed the £ger. The huifars, 
fcnt immediately on difcovery, met the divi- 
fion that was to joiii the marlhal near Penitz^ 
Informed of the paflage of the Pruffians, that di» 
vifion retired to Welwam, withoiH any poffibii- 
|ity of .being attacked, becaufe fcarcely half af 
the army had p^fled tt^ river« Marflia) Braua 
foon perceived his poft wa3 turned, and that he 
fDOuld not join his dtvifion, bu^ by retiring hm* 
fetf to Welwam; confeqxicntly hf iroincdiately 
^gan his majTch : the Prufiian hiiilars harafl*^ 
Ins re^*^guard and took fome prifoner;. 

The army of the king (a^th) encamped a^ 
pudin, and fmployed the morrow in repairing 

^ I 3 ^H 
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the bridges of the Egcr, to afcertain a commu- 
nication with Saxony, The important maga- 
zines which the enemy had at Martinowe, 
Budin> and Karwatitz> were taken by the Pruf- 
fians, which greatly facilitated the fubfiftence oi 
the troops. From Budin the army advanced 
to Welwarn, which the enemy had abandoned» 
and the van^guard, compofed of forty fquadrons, 
and all the grenadiers, were fent forward as far 
as Tuchomirfitz (30th), where the king himfelf 
was, and faw i the army of marihal Braun ftill 
on its march. Behind the columns that were 
filing off followed the rear-guard ; the apparent 
ill countenance of which gave birth to the de- 
fire of attack. Ziethen fell on it and took three 
hundred prifoners. The enemy from the begin* 
ning had taken poft on the Weiffe-Berg ; this 
they abandoned on the ad of May. It* was 
feized by the van-guard of the Prufiians, who 
faw the enemy pafs the city of Prague and en- 
camp beyond the Muldau. On the fame fide, 
the army of the king occupied all the environs 
of the city, and formed a kind of circumvalla- 
tion. His right was fupported by the Upper 
Muldau, whence the camp proceeded, in- 
cluding St. Roc and the convent of Viftory, 
and fupported itfclf at Podb^ba, '^ the Lower 
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During the march of the army of the king, 
the prince of Bevcrn had proceeded with vi- 
gour. On the 2oth of April he entered Bohe- 
mia, advancing through Krottau and Kratzen 
to Machendorf. On the march his cavalry 
beat an Auftrian detachment, which advanced 
to reconnoitre ; the enemy had taken an ad- 
vantageous pofition at Reichenberg. Count 
Konigfeck commanded this corps, the flxength 
of which was eftimated at twenty -eight thoufand. 
On the 2 1 ft of April, the prince of Bevern 
marched to the attack, in two columns, taking 
the road from Habendorf toward the army of 
the enemy. To arrive there the caufe-way 
muft be paffed. This defile, which the 
enemy could not defend with fmall arms, de- 
layed the Pruffians but little. Beyond was 
the corps of Konigfeck, which he had formed 
in a circle, with the Auftrian cavalry in the 
centre, arranged in three lines, on a fmall 
plain, included between the two wings of in- 
fantry which advanced, with the rear fupported 
by thick forefts, having in fome pUces abatis in 
front, and redoubts, with artillery, fpr die pro- 
teftion of the cavalry. 

The right of the prince attacked the left 

of the enemy. Fifteen fquadrons meantime 

charged the Imperial cavalry in the plain^ and 
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• put It to the rout. The prince of Wurtem-* 
berg here enafted wonders. Leftwitz attackfd 
the right of the enemy, and the redoubts that 
covered Reichenberg : and, though it croiTed 
various^ defiles before it arrived, ftill the regi-^ 
ment of Darmftadt, commanded by colonel von 
Hertzberg, forced thefe redoubts, and obliged 
the enemy to take to flight, who was purfued 
from height to height, as far as KocbUtz and 
Dorffel. The difficulty of this hiUy country, 
and the impoffibility that troops defirous of 
maintaining their ordcjr Ihould come up with ^ 
fcattered enemy, prevented the prince of Se- 
vern from entirely ruining this corps. The 
AuOxians loft about eighteen hundred men, 
eight hundred of whom were taken by the' 
prince of Bevern. The Prufl^n lofs did not 
exceed three hundred, for the refiftance of the 
foe was not obftinate* The prince followed 
count Konigfeck to Libenau, where an im- 
pradicable defile, behind which this general 
formed, impeded any new aflault. 

The Pruffians would have been unable tp 
penetrate farther into Bohemia, on this fide, 
had not the march of Schwcrin afforded then;i 
feafonable fuccour. The army from 5ikfi^ 
was the firft that entered Bohemia, on the i8th 
of April, by five differed' routes* One co- 

lumti 
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lumn 4^€i^^ its cQurfe to Sckat^kr, md had 
liearly furprjfed th<P prince* <rf" Saxony, who 
were there. Aiipdi|«r> faking the route of Gul- 
4ene £ls, oiet with tlire^ hundred pandqurs, 
who defended a paf§ on a fteep rock- Winter- 
feld found n^eans of fending fqine troqps to 
flimb thefe rocks, who took the pandours 
in the rear, and put them to the fword- The 
pther three coluaws> paffing through the county 
pf Glatz, met no enemy on the road, and 
all joined marflud Schwerin at Koniglhof. 

The mar(bal> having received intelligence of 
what bad paiTed between the prince of Severn 
and Konigfeck, came on the rear of the latter, 
thinking to furprife him in his camp of Li- 
benau. The Auftrians haftily departed, in- 
tending . to march toward Jung-Buntzlau. 
They were agf^in prevented by marlhal Schwerin, 
who at the fame time feized a confiderable ma* 
gazine die enemy had formed at Kofmanps* 
At this place the corps from Lufatia jojned the 
army froni Silefia. Count Kdnigfeck neverthc- 
lefs advanced by long marches toward Prague. 
The marihal followed him to Benatek ; whence 
he detached general Wartenberg to purine the 
enemy more clofely, who defeated the Auftrian 
rear-guard fifteen hundred ftrong, the greatcft 
number of whom were killed or taken near 

Alt- 
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Alt-Biintzlau i but the brave general, one of 
the beft officers of cavalry in the army, here 
IgU his life, and was univerfally regretted. 
Fouquet then marched with the van-guard of 
the army to Buntzlau, and halted there till the 
4th of May, to re-eftabli(h the bridges of the 
Elbe, that had been broken down by the enemy 
to fecure their retreat. The fame day the mar- 
(hal crofled the river with his army, and en- 
camped a mile and a half from Prague. 

A part of the troops that had ferved under 
Piccolomini the pre^:eding year was not yet af- 
fembled. Of thefe marlhal Daun received the 
command^ after the death of Piccolomini. 
Hearing of thefe different incurfions of the 
Pruffians, the marihal received orders to af- 
icmble his army and march immediately for 
Prague. Braun expedked him with the more 
impatience when he perceived he (hould be in- 
continently attacked by the whole Pruffian force. 
The king was informed of the march of marihal 
Daun, but his army could not underuke any 
thing againjfk Braun, who was covered by the 
Muldau and the city of Prague ; yet ftich was 
the (ituation of affairs that the fate of the two 
armies muft neceffarily be decided by a batde ; 
and, fince marfhal Braun could only be at- 
tacked on the oppolite Ihore of the Muldau, the 

kin^ 
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king refolved to eng^e him before his jiinftioa 
with Daun. 

To this effedt a bridge was thrown over the 
Muldau^ near Seltz, and the king crofled at 
the head of a detachment of twenty battalions 
and forty fquadrons. This was the 5 th of May. 
He had time to reconnoitre the position of the 
enemy, found the front of the marihal too dif- 
ficult for attack, and perceived that, by turning 
the right of the enemy, the ground would pre- 
fent an afpe(% more advantageous for engage* 
ment. Early on the morning of the morrow, 
the two Pruffian armies joined within reach of 
the cnem/s artillery ; and it was determined 
immediately to begin the attack. The left c£ 
the Auftrians was fupported by the hill of 
Ziika, and protefted by the fortifications of 
Prague. Its front was covered by a ravin 
.more than a himdred feet deep. Its right ter-i 
minated on a height, at the foot of which (lands 
the village of Sterboholi. To render the me- 
ditated battle more equal, marflial Braun muft 
be conftrained to abandon a part of thefe hills, 
and defcend into the plain. The king, that he 
might effcA this, changed his order of battle. 
The army had filed off in . broken columns ; 
it was placed in two lines, and marched to the 
Ijpft, taking the road to Poftchernitz. As foon 

4S 
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asmarfhal Bniun perceived dusmbdon^ widi fais 
referve of grenadiers^ his cavalry of dieleft» aQ4 
his fecond linf of in&iitry, he kept pace with 
the Pniffians in a parallel line. H^ afted exz&ly 
f(s die king wilhed. The army of die king 
advanced tq Bicbowitz, throueb defiles and 
maiihesi which fqmewhat feparated ihe troops. 
The Pruffian cavalry filed dirough the village, 
where it canie to a plain bounded by a pondj^ 
which prefented the exaft diflance ncceflary to 
form, between this village and the pond, an4 
adjufl its flanks free from ail infult. It then vi- 
goroufly attacked the Auftrian cavalry, w^h 
after three (ucceffive charge^ was brok^ and 
put entirely to the rout^ Scarcely were ten bat- 
talions of the left formed, before the fecond line 
could join them, when they attacked the enemy 
with more precipitaticni and courage than wif- 
dom. They rtoejved a prodigiom fire of ar? 
tilfcry, and were repulfed, but not certainly 
with fhame, for the bravcft officers and half the 
battalions were extended on the fie]|d. Maribal 
Schwerin, who in defpite of his great age fbll 
preferved all the fire of yo«h, beholding with 
indignation the Pruffians repulfed, and feizing 
a pair ot colours, headed his regiment^ kd it 
to the charge, and performed extraordinary 
aftf of valour j but, as there were not yet fui^- 

ficient 
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fkieht troops to fupport hkii, be fdl, was flainy 
mui thus termiaaced a glorious, life by deatb. 
whidi acquired him addkioiul gloiy. 

In. the interim the fecoiid line eafxie up« 
Tihe ki^g farther fent for prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfwic and icune regiments^ and the battle 
was reftored wkh the more facility becaiiie that 
Trelkow^9 with his brigade, who though how* 
ever little vias more to the rights had pierced 
the en^ftty'sUfie, The king catiicd the regi<* 
mems of Charles andjovmg Bninfwic to jota 
Trefltow., aa^d with this corps purfued the Au- 
ftria^i infantry beyond their tents^ which they^ 
k^d waiiit^d time to (hr&e. From this poi^mtfit 
the rout on the ng^ of the enemy .became 
generai (^avalry wa5 {ent for to pvcSi: by the 
di£brd^» U^&rtu^tely the hufiars and dra« 
goons had SUlen tiponi ttbe flying enemy's beg^ 
gage I and arrived toei ta^e to atiack the inlan-« 
try^ vAio odnecwife wodd have been all takenr 
or pot to Idle fword. This did not prevent cfad 
king fiom hod^ purftong the foe. Putkammer 
was. fent with huflara iiowanl the SaiBiwa, whi« 
ther a part of the fi^ttives had efcaped^ ami 
the maia army advanced toward the Wifcherad ; 
ih that the left and ti^ of the Auftrians weiv. . 
iQtaily* feparated^ 

It: was not intended that the tight of tla* 
^ Pxuflians 
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Pruffians ihould 6dgag^> becau(b of a deej) 
ravin before nodcedi which was in fronts and 
of the diiadvantages of the ground ; btit they 
were led on by die imprudence of Mannftein, 
Whofe eouragd was fometimei too violem:* 
This ardent bravery, which flamed forth at the 
fight of the enemy, occafioned him to advance 
without having received orders. He immedi- 
ately atucked the fo*. Prince Henry and 
the prince of BeVem, who difapproved his 
conduft, ftill, unwilling to abandon him, were 
obliged to fupport the tttack* The Pruffian ih^ 
fantry had difficult rocks to climb, defended by 
the whole left of the Auftrians, and a numerous 
artillery. Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwic, per- 
ceiving the batde begun on this fide, and being 
ufelefs on the left, where he had no more foes 
to face, took the Auftrians in flank and rear, 
by which the efforts of prince Henry were fo. 
well fecondcd that he feized on three of the 
batteries of the enemy, whom hepurfuedfrom* 
hill to hilL The vanquifhed, cut off froili the 
Saffawa by the corps of the king in their rear, 
at the village of Michele, could only find 
iafety by throwing themfelves into the city of 
Prague. They attempted to efcape near the Wif* 
cherad, where they were thrice Vepulfed by the 
^valry of the king. They next made an effay 

toward 
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toward Kotiig&al^ and were again driven back 
by marihal Keith, whofe army occupied ail jhe 
heights at the foot of which they were to pals, 

It was indeed known that. the Imperial fugi- 
tives had efcaped to Prague, but not how many 
of them ; the king therefore was fatisfied with 
invefting and blockading the city, as well as 
the darknefs and the fpecies of confufion at* 
tendant on viftories would permit. 

This battle, which began about nine in the 
morning, continued, including the purfuit, till 
eight in the evening, and was one of the moft 
murderous of tlie prefent century. The enemy 
there loft twenty-four thoufand men, five thou- 
fand of whom were made prifoners, with thirty 
officers, eleven ftandards, and fixty cannon that 
were taken. The lofs of the Pruffians amount- 
ed to eighteen thoufand, without enumerating 
marihal Schwerin, who himfelf was equal to 
more than ten thoufand men* His death wi- 
thered the laurels of ^ vidtory, bought by blood 
fo precious. , This day beheld the pillars of 
the Pruffian infantry fall: generals Fouquet 
and Winterfeld were dangeroufly wounded* 
Hautcharmoy, Goltz, the prince of Holftein, 
Mannftein **, Anhalt, and a number of valiant 

* Either there were two officers of the name of Mann- 
IbiDi or this is a mifiake, as will pre&ntly be feen. T. 

officers 



officers and old foldicrs, there krfl theiif lively 
ftnd coiM not b€ replaced^ during a cruel and 
bloody war* 

On the morrow the king {ent general Krockow 
to Prague, to fummon the city to furreiider j 
who was highly aftonifhed to find prince Charles 
of Lorraine there, and to learn with certainty 
that forty thoufand Auftrian8> efcaped from th* 
battle, were inclofed within the walls. This 
news obliged the king to take different mea* 
iures. He feized on the hill of Zilka, where 
the right of the army encamped, and where the 
front, occupying all the vineyards that looked 
toward Prague, extended through Michele, 
and ended at Pedoli and the Muldau. A 
bridge was here conftrufted to pfeferVe a cer- 
tain communication on that fide with marfhal 
Keith, and a fimilar one at firanick, on thci 
Lower Muldavf. The city of Prague cannot 
be confidered as a fortrefs* Situated in a bot- 
tom, it is furrounded by vineyards and rocks, 
which overlook it on aJI fides. Its ditches are 
dry, its ftone works flight, the parapets in many 
places too thin, the curtdins too long. Alt its 
ramparts had been fo negleded during the peace 
that they were in many parts liable to infult ; 
but the garrifon was very diiIeFeni< To^ attack 
this in form a more numerous army was re^ 

quifite^ 
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tjuifiti, cfpecially after the detachments the 
king had been obliged to make, and of which 
we (hall prefentljr fpeak. This induced him to 
attempt nothing more than a blockade, that the 
garrifon might be taken by famine. It was 
hoped the bombs might fet fire to the maga« 
eines : mortars and artillery were brought up, 
and three grand batteries fixed, one on the hill 
of Zifka, another before Michcle, and the third 
by the fide of marflial Keith, toward the 
Strohhof. All thefe were inefFcdtual ; the city 
had cafemated baftions, where the magazines 
were Sheltered from every attempt of the Pruf- 
Can artillery. 

While thefe arrangements were made round 
Prague, marfhal Daun and his corps had ad- 
vanced to Teutfchbrodt. The king firft fent 
general Ziethen to oppofe him, and foon after 
the prince of Bevern ; who at the head of twenty 
thoufand men inclined firft to Kaur^im, then to 
Kuttenberg, ftill obKging Daun to recede till 
he had retired as far a3 Haber. But every ftep 
in retreat did but ftrengthen him, and give him 
the means of coUefting the fcattered fugitives 
from the battle of Prague ; who having efcaped 
beyond the Saffawa were enabled to join th* 
marflial. 

K pa 
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On another fide the king fent colonel Mayer 
into the empire with his volunteers^ and five 
hundred huflars^ to terrify the German princes, 
and retard the union of the army of the circles ; 
and, at the fame time, to alarm the pedants of 
Ratifbon, whofe infulting eloquence violated 
every rule of good breeding* Mayer entered 
the bUhopric of Bamberg, and thence proceed- 
ed toward Nuremberg, caufing the arrogant 
deputies, who imagined themfelves j>idges of 
kings, to defert Ratifbon ; after which he ven- 
tured into the Upper Palatinate* The eleftor 
of Bavaria, and feveral princes whom this ir* 
ruption infpired with fears, fent deputies to the 
king to treat on their perfonal interefls, and the 
whole empire would have abandoned the party 
of the emprefs queen, if one of thofe revolutions^ 
fo common to war, and which are part of the 
fports of fortune, had not croiTed the profperity 
of Pruffia. In the continuation of this work, 
we (hall perceive ho^ many of thefe viciflitudes 
overthrew the hopes of the PruflSans, and of the 
In^perialifts. 

The blockade of Prague however continued ; 
the city was bombarded, but the Auflrians made 
ffequent (allies. One day they were deiirous of 
attacking the batteries of the Strohhof, whither 
jruice Ferdinand of Pruffia haftencd, and chafed 

- ' them 
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them to their covered way, with the lofs of 
twelve hundred meA. Another time they at- 
tempted a falJy toward Wifcherad, but, with 
fo Uttle precaution and forefight that, prefcnting 
their flank to the Prufliah batteries placed befide 
Podoli, the artillery made them re-enter Prague 
in the utmoft diforder. A third time prince 
Charles of Lorrain, with four thoufand men, 
made a fally on the little fide of the city. His 
troops took an arrow defended by fifty foldiers, 
but they were foon repulfed by Retzow, and 
purfued to the very gates. 

During this fiege, the PrufSans had not only 
enemies but the elements themfelves to combat : 
a violent ftorm and defcending rains fuddenly 
fwelled the waters of the Moldau, the impetu- 
ofity of which broke the bridge of Branick, and 
carried it away toward the bridge of Prague. 
The enemy took twenty-four pontoons ; twenty 
Others efcaped them, and were recovered at 
PodoU. 

The great number of bombs thrown by the 
1?ruflians into Prague had confiderably damaged 
certain quarters of the city, %nd had even con- 
fumed one of the bakeries. All the deferters 
alferted provifions began to fail, and that, in- 
ftead of butcher^sl meat, the garrifon fed on horfe 
flefh. It was vexatious to perceive that neither 
K 2 force 
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force nor ftratagem prevailed againft the city^ 
and that all hope depended on time. Famine 
and defpair only could force prince Charles to 
cut his way through the befiegers ; for they 
were fo fortified, in their quarters, that he muft 
have been obliged, after fome fruitlcfs efforts, 
to have fumcndered. 

The projea of taking Prague, with the army 
by which it was defended, rtiuft however have 
fucceeded, would time have permitted to have 
brought it to maturity ; but marftial Daun was 
to be oppofed, a battle was to be fought, and 
misfortune was the refult. 

We have left the prince of Bevern encamped 
at Kuttenberg, and marfhal Daun at Haber. 
Here the marftial was joined by all the garrifons 
the court could fend from the hereditary ftates, 
and the troops <rf Hungary, exclufive of the fu- 
gitives fi-om the battle of Prague ; fo that his 
army, only fourteen thoufand ftrbng at the com- 
.mencement of the campaign, then contained 
fixty thoufand men. The increafe of this army 
deranged all the combined preceding projefts of 
the king : it was neceflary tx> reinforce the 
prinjce of Bevern, that he might fupport him- 
felf againft an army which tripled his own force ; 
yet wa3 it dangerous to enfeeble the befieging 
army, which had a vaft circumference to de- 
fend. 
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fend, and which might daily expeft to be at- 
tacked by forty thoufand men, inclofed within 
the walls. Means however wer« found, by 
ceconomy of pofts, fortifying fome, and nar- 
rowing others, to make a detachment of ten 
battalions and twenty fquadrons. Thefe troops 
might depart, but not for any length of time, 
or the blockade muft have fufFered. In order 
to take Prague, and the army by which it was 
defended, marihal Daun muft indifpenfably 
be driven from thefe parts ; becaufe that the 
troops employed in the circumvallation, though 
well pofted to repulfe fallies, formed but one 
Jine, and could not at once defend themfelves 
in front and rear; and becaufe that, leaving 
the ^rmy to be inclofed round Pniguc, the 
Pruffians would b^vc wanted fubfiftence, the 
cavalry being already obliged to go four or five 
Tniles from the camp, in fearch of forage, 

Thefe important conliderations determined 
the king to head the detachm<^nt that was to 
join the prince of B^vefn, that he might per^ 
fonally judge of the part it was nec^ffaiy to take. 
On the i3th of Jun? the king left Prague: 
Trelkow was detached a? the fame time to clear 
the banks of the Saffawa, which began to be 
infefted by the light troops of marihal Dauni. 
The king purfyed his niarch through Schvfaft?; 
K 3 Koftelitz^ 
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Koftelitz, to Malotitz, where he was joined by 
Treikow, who had taken the route to the right* 
The intention of the king was to arrive at Kolin^ 
and join the prince of Severn. He found a con- 
fidcrable corps in his front, encamp^ at Zaf- 
muky, commanded by general Nadafti, who had 
taken this pofition, and in fomc manner cut off 
the prince of Severn from the Pruffian army. 
Two columns were difcovered ^t a diftance, on 
the road of Kolin, taking the route to Kaurzim, 
and from the party fent to reconnoitre it wa^ 
learned that this was the prince of Severn, 
coming to jqin the king. The day declined 
and night arrived before the prince, by which 
the king was obliged to remain fatisfi.ed with en- 
camping the troops as well as darknefs would 
permit. He was aftoniftied at the morion of 
the prince, which was unexpefted. . It was oc- 
cafioned by what had paffed on the eve. He 
had been attacked, on the 13 th, at Kuttenberg, 
by Nadafti, whom he had repulfed; whi^c 
marihal Daun made a motion upon his flank, 
which had obliged him, that it might not be 
turned, to quit his pofition of Kuttenberg, and 
aflume that of Kolin. Here hp received inform- 
ation that the Auftrians, encamped at Wifoka, 
prepared to attack him on the morrow. That 
he might run no riik he ra^er chofc ;o depart 
5 and 
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and meet the Pruffian detachment, which he 
knew was on its march to reinforce him, thati 
wait the attack. 

On the 1 6th the king wifhed to reconnoitre 
the roads of Wifoka, that he might judge of 
the difpofition of the enemy; but this could not 
be performed, becaufe of the thick forefts and 
the numerous pandours by which they were in- 
'fefted. The fame day four thoufand Croats at- 
'tflcked a convoy, coming from Nymburg to the 
army, efcorted by two hundred foot, under the 
command of major Billerbeck, of the regiment 
of Henry. This brave officer defended him- 
felf for three hours againft his numerous aif- 
failants, till the arrival of fuccour, by which he 
was relieved, without having loft the fmalleft 
part of his convoy, and with only feven wound- 
ed ; a very ihconfiderable number when we 
recoUeft the ftrength of the corps by which he 
was attacked. Such petty details are only fo 
far worthy of hiftory as they are exemplary 
of the efJTeds pf fortitude, and good difpofition. 



m war. 



The ground on which the Pruflians encamped 
was not fufficiently advantageous, to wait for the 
enemy in fafety. The Jdng wifhed to march to 
Scwoifchitz, the vicinage of which was fuf- 
ceptibk of defence ; but fcarcely was this under- 
K 4 taken 
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taken before the army of marftial Daun madd 
its appear^ce, and fponed i^ear Scwoifchitz, 
in a kind of triangle, with the left toward 
Zafmuky> the right toward the Elbe, apd the 
front oppofite Kaurzim and Malotitz, covered 
by a marihy meadow, through which a rivulet 
ran. This motion of the enemy (17 th) pro- 
duced a nepeflary change in the difpofitiop qf 
the Pruffian^. The army took another dired^on, 
inclined more to the left, approached Nymburg, 
and encamped, having Planiany to the left of 
its front, and its right at Kaurzim, into which a 
battalion was thrown to fecure the flank. A 
corps of Auftrian? was eiKOuntered ncai^ Pla- 
niany, the intention of which could only be to 
feize on the provifions of the Pruffians at 
J^ymburg. This corps was obliged to re- 
treat, and to take poft on a height behind Pla- 
niany, where it remained all night. 
. The fituation of the king da^ly became more 
critical and difficult ; his pofition was bad, his 
camp narrow, Ihut up between mountains ; his 
front indeed was unapproachable, becaufe of 
the marfli and fivulet which, feparated the 
armies ; but fo was not his right, ill fupported 
at Kaurzim, and which marfhal Daun had the 
power to turn when he pleafed, by inclining 
from Zafmuky toward Malotitz. Had the 

enemy 
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enemy made this motion the army muft have 
been taken in flank, and beaten without re- 
fpurce. 

The objefts to aeeomplilh were tpp numerous 
and too contradiAory to be reconciled ; yet tp 
negled any on6 would be of confiderable pre- 
judice. The magazines of Brandeis and Nyna- 
burg were tq be covered, from which the army 
of obfervation derived bread ; a^d the blockade 
of Prague protected, by preventing, with a 
feeble corps, aii army doubly fuperior from 
making approaches, or detaching troops. The 
ijiore the inferiority of the Pruffians became 
evident the more had they to dread fome con- 
fiderable check ; for, fyppofing they could even 
maintain the camp in which they lay, the im- 
poffibility of preventing marlhal Daun from 
fending a large detachment, which proceeding 
befide the Saflawa (l^ould come on the back of 
the Pruffians, encamped between Branick and 
Michele, was not the lefs. Thus the befieging 
army, attacked in rear while prince Charles of 
Lx)rrain * fliould make a fally, would be be- 
tween two fires, and confequendy entirely 
beaten. 

Should the Jcing rehire tp Kofteletz, or 

Teutfchbrodt, be thefe would find camps more 

* "advajitageous, but the inconveniencies juft men* 

tioned 
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tioiied would ftill fubfift ; for, by approaching 
the Elbe, and covering the magazines, the road 
toward Prague would be left open; and, by 
Inclining toward the Saflawa, to proteft the 
fiege, the magazines would be left unco- 
vered, and this lofs muft be immediate ; not 
to mention that, by giving ground in a country 
where there was forage, the army muft retire 
into one more clofe and exhaufted, the pro- 
vifions of which had already been confumcd. 

Confiderations ftill more forcible prefented 
themfelves. Marihal Daun commanded an 
army of fixty thoufand men, affembled by the 
cmprefs queen at a great expence. Was it to 
be prefumed that, having fo many troops in 
Bohemia, the court would with impunity fufFer 
that the Pruffians fhould take prince Charles of 
t-orrain and forty thoufand men prifoners in 
^Prague, and in prefence of this army? k was 
even known that marflial Daun had orders to 
riik every diing for the deliverance of the prince. 
It therefqre was to be determined whether the 
enemy flaould be left to attack the Pruflians in 
their poft^ or by affault prevent aflault. Add 
to this thatj fince marihal Daun had become fo 
ftrong, it was impoffible to take Prague with-» 
cut a fecond viftory ; and it would have been 
Iham^futto have raifed the fiege at the approach 
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of the enemy, fincc the worft that could happen 
was to abandon the place, fliould the enemy 
be vidorious. 

Independent of what has hitherto been faid^ 
there was a ftill more important reafon : by 
gaining another battle the king would have an 
Wtire fuperiority over the Imperialifts. The 
princes of the empire, who already began to 
waver, would have conjured him to grant them 
^ neutrality ; the operations of the French in 
Germany would have been deranged, and per* 
haps impeded; the Swedes would have be- 
come more pacific and circumfpeft ; even the 
court of Peterfburg would have taken time to 
refleft, becaufe the king would have been 
enabled to fend fuccours to his Pruflian army 
without any rifk, and to that of the duke of 
Cumberland likewife. Such were the weighty 
rcafons that induced the king to attack marlhal 
"Daun on the morrow. 

Early Cnihe morning of the i8th the march 
began. Treikow, with the van-guard, dif- 
lodged the corps that had encamped, the even- 
ing before, on the heights behind Planiany. 
.This was neceffary as a preliminary ftep in 
order to clear the road of Kolin, on which the 
#rmy was to march in two columns. It filed 
pff tQ tbc left in ;wo lines in preferice of tire 

enemy. 
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enemy, Marftial Daun, difcovering this mo* 
tion, immediately changed his front, and 
marching to the right, proceeded on the top of 
the hills which inclined toward Kolin. Na^ 
dafti was placed before the army of the king, 
with from four to five thoufand huflars, that 
were driven from grovmd to ground by a corp$ 
of cavalry; bmt this retarded the march pf the 
columns, Thefe light troops were continually 
preffed upon till an eminence was gained, 
which muft n^ceffarily be occupied to attack 
the enemy. 

As the troops did not arrive with that 
promptitude which might have been defired, 
the king profited by the interior to aflemble his 
general o$cers, and with theni to cpncert the 
plan of the battle. There was ^ ipin adjoiningf^ 
the road on which the troops marched. Here 
the order in which marftial Daun had arranged 
his forces, and the ground on which it was ne^^ 
ceflary to ad, were diftinftly feen, At this 
place the foUpwiiig mpafures were takep. It- 
was refolved to attack th? right of the cpcmy,* 
becaufe it was ill fupported, and the ground was; 
the mofl: acceffible. The Auftrian front extend- 
ed over rugged and fteep rocks, at the foot of 
which were villages, in the plain, filled with 
pandours. But the more impregna|pl? they 
4 ' were . 
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W€re on this fide the lefs were they fo on the 
right. The place where the left of the Pruf- 
fians was to attack was the height which they 
already occupied. From this a lonely church- 
yard prefented itfelf, defended by Croats, which 
muft be carried ; afterward, turning a little 
to the left, the army of Daun would be taken 
in flank and rear. This attack, to be fupported, 
muft be fupplied with all the Pruffian infantry ; 
for which reafon the king propofed entirely to 
refufe his right to the enemy, and feverely for- 
bad the officers who commanded it to pafs 
beyond the high road of Kolin. This was the 
more reafonable becaufe that part of the Au- 
ftrian army, pofted oppofite his right, occu- 
pied ground that could not be approached. 
Had the pofition the king prefcribed been 
obferved, he would have been enabled, during 
the aAion, to file off fuch battalions as might 
be wanted, to fuftain the brigades that made 
the fiifl attack. 

In addition, general Ziethen had orders to 
make head againft Nadafti, with forty fqua- 
drons, that the Pruffian army might not be 
molefted in its operations: the remainder of 
the cavalry was placed in referve in the rear. 
When every tiding was ^^egulated, general Hul« 
fen departed, at th^ head of feven batulion& 

and 
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and fourteen cannon^ to begin the a&ion. 0^ 
twenty-four battalions, that remained, fix form* 
cd the fecond line, and fifteen the firft *. 

Such was the difpofition which would have 
rendered the Pruffians vi6torious, had it been 
followed. We fliall relate what aftually hap- 
pened. 

Zicthcn attacked the corps of Nadafti, which 
was generally routed, and purfued to Kolin, f<l 
that it was feparated from the Aufbrians, and 
difabled from affording the leail impediment^ 
during the a6tion, to the plans of the king* 
At one o^clock Hulfen attacked the church* 
yard, and the village on the height, where he 
met with no great refiftance. He next mattered 
two batteries, each of twelve pieces. Every 
thing was fuccefsfiil, during this -firft attack j 
but here follow the errors which occafioned the 
lofs of the battle. Prince Maurice, who led 
the left of the infantry, inftead of fupporting it 
behind the village that Hulfen had carried^ 
formed it at the diftance of a thoufand pace^ 
from the height. This line was in the air. 
The king perceived the fault, and brought it 
near the foot of the height, while a warm 

* Either there is an en'of in the pfefs, or, the lung hat 
omitted to mention in what manner the rem^der was 
employed. T. 

firing 
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$ring was heard on the right* Obliged to- 
haften, and incapable of afting otherwife, he 
filled the fpaces he found in his line by the 
battalions of the fecond : he then repaired to 
the right, to learn the caufe of the firing ia 
queftion. He found Mannftein *, who had ca-. 
gaged fo unfeafonably at the battle of Prague^, 
had again committed a fimilar error. He per- 
ceived fome pandours, in a village near tho. 
road maintained by the column, Thefe be- 
took a fancy to diflodge, entered the village 
contrary to orders, drove away the enemy, 
purfued, and found himfelf under the fire of the 
cafe-lhot, from the Auftxian batteries. He 
was attacked in turn, and the right of the in*, 
fantry marched to his fupport. At the time the 
king arrived the affair had become fo feriou^. 
that there were no means of retreating, without 
the lofs of the battle. The left was prefcntly. 
in like manner engaged, which the commanders 
however might have prevented. The adion 
became general, and it was aiflifting for the 

* The lung recounts the death of ManDflein, at the 
battle of Prague. Perhaps this is a. miilake. it appears 
however that there were feveral M^nnileinSy for the name 
again recurs after the death of the prefent, which foon fal- 
lows. The Mannftein here mentioned is the general whofe 
memoirs the world is in poffeflion of, tranflated by the 
t«)9iortal Hume* T. 

k.ing 
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king to retnstin a fpeftatorj without having 
one battalion in referve, of which he could 
difpofe. Marftial Daun, like a great general, 
profited by the errors of the P ruffians. He 
filed off his referve, in the rear of his front, 
and attacked Hulfen, who till then was vifto- 
rious. Hulfen ftill maintained his ground ; 
and, could four firefti battalions have been fent 
to his aid, the viftory would have been gained. 
The Auftrian referve was repulfed; the dra- 
goons of Normann fell upon the enemy^s in- 
fantry, difperfed it, and took five pair of co- 
lours. They next attacked the Saxon carabi- 
neers, whom they drove to Kolin. Meantime, 
the Pruffian infantry, of the center and the 
right, had gained fome ground, without how- 
ever any confiderable advantage. Thefe bat- 
talions, having all fuffered by the cannon and 
fire of fmall arms, being half cut off, left in- 
tervals of thrice the fpace they ought to have 
done; and, as there were* neither fecond line 
nor referve, the intervals could only be filled 
by regiments of cuiraffiers, placed at fome 
diftance in the rear of thefe intervals. The 
Pruffian regiment of cavalry even attacked a 
body of the enemy's infantry, which it would 
have deftroyed, had not a cafe-lhot battery 
timely played upon it, by which it was repulfed 

in 
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In confofion, and threw the regiments of Be- 
Vcrn and Henry lA itis rear into difordcf. Thii 
the *n6my irftmediately perceived, profited by 
the mortient, attacked with the cavalry, aad 
confufioil became univerikl. The king wiflied 
to charge with the cuirafficrs that were it hand, 
and who might in part have repaired the eVil ; 
but he found it irtipoffible to put them iti md* 
tion. He had reCouffe to two fquadrons of 
TruChftS' r^giilient, took the enfemy's cavalry 
in flank, and fent it back to the foot of its hills. 
Of the line of infantry, ther6 remained only 
the firft battalion of guards Which ftill kept 
its ground on the right J it had repulfed four 
battalioh^ df ihfatitry and two regiments o^ 
tavalry, by which it had bCerl atteriipted to be 
ftirrounded: but a fingle battalion, however 
brave, cannot gkin a battle. 

Hulfeii, with kis infAntfy arid fonae cavalry, 
that had been fent hitn, ftilt rnaintained the 
ground fWm which he had driven the Au- 
ftrians at the cbmmertcciiient of the aftion* 
Here he remained till nine o^clock, when he 
and the whole army weire obliged to retire.. 
Prince Maurice led the troops to Nytnburg, 
where he pafled the Elbe, without being pur-» 
fued by a fingle huffar of the enemy. This 

Jff/l. Sev^ Tears JTar, V«l. I. 
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aftion coft the king eight thoufand of his beft 
infantry. He loft fixteen cannon, which coul^ 
not be carried off, the horfes having beea 
killed. After he had given orders to his ge^ 
Aerah> concerning the retreat of the troops, h?; 
haftened with all fpeed to his army at Prague, 
where he could not arritre before the evening pf 
th? n;^Qr^ow ; and difpofitions were made tq 
raife the blockade of the city> which the fat^) 
day of KoUn would no longer allow to he 
continued. 

. A Angular circum{(ance at the battle c^ Kpi 
lin was that the Auftrian infantry began to 
retire, and the cavalry prepared to follow their 
example, when one colonel Ayafiks, of his own 
proper motion, attacked the Fruffian infiintry, 
with his dragoons, at the very nsioment ijie 
cuirafSers of Fruflia had put them in confufionj^ 
and when fuccefs occafioned the firft orders to 
be revoked. No doubt the embarraflment of 
the Auftrians, after fo obftinate a batde, pre^ 
vented their purfuit of the Fnjflians* They 
were neverthelefs viftorious. Had marihal 
JDaun pofleflcd more refolution and aftivity, 
his army might certainly have arrived on the 
4oth before Prague, and the confequences of 
the battle of Kolin would have become more 
fetal, to the Pruflians, than defeat itfelf* 

Early 



£arly on the morning dF the aoth, the Pruf- 
jStos raifed the blockade of Prague. The corps 
that had iencamped toward Michtie retired, 
beyood the fiibe, through Alt-Buntzlau, an4 
Brandeis^ to join the anny of Kolin, that enr 
camped at Nymburg. The corps of marflial 
Keith was to tetire to Welwar n, to cover tht 
magazines of Letitmeritz> aad Auffig. Con* 
crarieties happened. The bridges were n/^ 
iremoved with fulEcient promptitude; delay 
^ fucceeded, and tiiaHhal Keith could not quit 
liis camp before eieVen o^clock. The Prufliaas 
bad left Mich£le by three in the morning* 
Prince rCharles, who had received intelligence 
k£ the y»9:ory of Daun, prepared to make a 
faliy on the troops of marfhal Keith^ that were 
about ta raife die piquet guard. He came 
from tbe city on the little fide, and hotly can- 
npnaded the two Pruflian columns, as they 
retired by the copvent of Vidory. The grena- 
diers of the rear-guard calmed the impetuofity 
of the enemy ; and the prince of Pruflia took 
a pofkion at Reefin, where he prote&ed the 
retreat* The Pruffians only loft two himdred 
men, killed and wounded, in this affair. 
Prince Charles took two three pounders, the 
horfes of which were killed; which was the 
fole trophy he acquired. 
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The corps with which the king had marched 
to Brandeis took, on the morrow, the camp 
of LafTa, where it was joined by the remaining 
droops from Kolin. It was falfely fuppofed 
that maHhal Daun would ad againft the army 
of the king, and prince Charles againft that of 
^liarflial Keith* The Auftrians loft much time 
nn bringing up their magazines ; and the two 
Auftrian armies formed a jundion, at Brandeis^ 
a week afterward. The prince of Pruffia took 
the command of the army of Lifla, with which 
he marched to Jung-Buntzlau, and (bon after 
to Bohmifch Leipplr The king took the road 
to Melnick, with a reinforcement, to join 
marflial Keith, and paffed the Elbe at Leutrac* 
ritz. 

In order however not to lofe a communica- 
tion with the prince of Pruffia, he left prince 
Henry, with a detachment, at Trebotfchau, on 
the right (hore of the Elbe. The army of the 
king extended over the plain, between Leut- 
meritz and Lowofitz. 

Some battalions occupied the Pafcopol, and 
tlie defile" of Welmina. The paffes of Saxony 
were guarded by troops newly levied. 

The town of Leutmerkz (July) had ferved 

fts a depofit, during the fiege of Prague ; and 

was the grand magazine and hofpital of the 

• -' - ' army. 
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vmy. Situated in a bottom, this town cannot 
be defended, except by cairips that fliall occu- 
py the furrounding hills. As the troops ar- 
rived, care was taken to difenctimber it of the 
fick, ammunition, and artillery, that were 
guarded here. No aftivity, ojr hafte, with 
thefe tranfports, could complete them before 
the 20th of July. At the commencement of 
this month Nadafti approached the army, en- 
camped at Gaftorf, in prefence of the corps of 
prince Henry, and made every effort to inter- 
rupt the communication which the Pruflians 
held, between the camps of Leutmeritz and 
Leippa. This he did without difficulty, by 
fending his pandours into the forefts, and 
defiles, which are numerous in this part of 
Bohemia. 

On the left of the Elbe, only a fmall corps 
of Auftrians appeared, commanded by general 
Laudon. This parrifan, at the head of two 
thoufand pandours, took poft at the foot of the 
Pafcopol, whence he infefted the high roads^ 
difturbed the detachments, and gained inconfi- 
derable advantages. That in which he was moft 
fuccefsfurwas fatal to Mannftein, famous for 
having begun the battle of Prague, and having 
occafioned the lofs of viftory at Kolin. This 
general was on his road to Saxony, that be 
L 3 might 
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might there have his wounds; cured. He wtf 
efcorted by two hundred newly raifed men^ 
Laudon attacked him ; his efcort was thrown 
into diforder; Mannftein left his carriage^ drew 
his fword, furioufly defended himfelf, and, 
refufing to receive quarter^ fell dead on the 
fpot. 

War was carried on with greater vigour in 
the parts where the prince of PrufSa com* 
manded. Prince Charles of Lorratn and mar- 
(hal Daun, after their junftion, quitted Bran-^ 
deis, and followed the prince. They encamped 
at Nimes^ where they turned his left flank, and 
gained a march on the PrufSans toward GabeU 
General Puttkammer defended the caftle of 
that town, whither he had been fent, by the 
prince of Pruffia, with four battalions, to pro* 
te& the convoys that arrived at his army from 
Zittau. Had the prince marched immediately 
to Gabel, the Auftrians would have gamed 
nothing by their motion. But, not at firft 
perceiving its confequences, he remained tran^ 
quilly in his camp, and fuffcred the enemy to 
ad as he pleafed. Marlhal Daun (ent a de-t 
tachment of twenty thoufand men, to attack 
Puttkammer at Gabel. The general, after a 
vigorous refiftance, when the trenches had been 
^ree days ppened, not being fuccoured, was 

obliged^ 
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^obliged to furrendcr prifoncr of war. After 
the lofs of this poft, the prince of Pruffia un- 
derftood its importance. The high road from 
this camp to Zittau was through Gabel ; which 
being interdifted, the remaining road led 
through Rumburg, but was feme miles longer, 
and could only be pafled by one column. 
This the army was obliged to t^ke, and Idl 
its baggage and fome pontoons, that were 
broken, in the narrow roads, between the 
rocks. The prince arrived at Zittau by dc- 
fcribing an arch, and marlhal Daun by the 
.chord of that arch. General Schmettau, who 
xommanded the van of the Prufiians, as he 
approached Zittau, found the Ayilrians efta« 
btiftxed on Eckartfberg, the poft the moft im- 
portant in that vicinity, and one which com- 
mands the town and the environs. The army 
;of the prince of Pruffia occupied a height that 
faced the camp of the enemy, with the town of 
Zittau before his right, between the two armies, 
and his left extended toward the hill of Hen- 
jnerfdorf. The prince might fiipport the town, 
though he could not prevent it from being 
infulfied by the Imperialifts. Excited by prince 
Charles of Saxony, marflial Daun bombarded 
the town. The ftreets of Zittau are narrow; 
moil of the roofs are boarded ; thefe took fire, 
L 4 t&d 



and the planks communicated the conflagraticm 
{o feveral quarters of the town at once ; the 
houfes fell and paflage was ftopt by their ruins. 
The prince faw the neceffity of withdrawing the 
garrifon. The croops of the oppofite fide could 
not regain the army, becaufe of the flames and 
ruins in their way, by which means colonel ' 
DierHe, with a hundred and fifty pioneers, and 
colpnel Kleift, with eighty men of the regi- 
ment of the margrave H^nry, w^re taken by the 
enemy. 

As the town of Zittau was in itfelf of no con^ 
fequence, this misfortune was only felt becaufe 
of the confiderablc magazine which was there. 
After it was confumed by the flames, the ai:my 
of the prince of Pruflia being obliged to derive 
fubfiftence and bread from Drefden, thefe muft 
have been brought twelve miles, before they 
could arrive at the camp ; and, as the difficulties 
of fuch tranfportation were infurmountable, the 
prince was obliged to approach his provifions. 
He decamped from Zittau, without being fol- 
lowed by the enemy, and chofe a pofition for 
the army in the vicinage of Bautzen* 

When the king was informed of the lofs of 
Gabel, he propofed to evacuate Leutmeritz, and 
return into Saxony. The town of Leutmeritz 
was pmpty ; the ammunition an4 provifions had 

arrive^ 
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crrived at Drefden ; and^ as there was no time 
to lofe, prince Henry pafled the Elbe. Afttt 
he had joined the king, the army encamped be- 
tween Sulowitz and Lowofitz. ( Auguft) Nadaffi, 
who had followed the rear of the prince^ at- 
tacked the grand guards of the camp : warmly 
received, and repulfed with lofs, he repafled the 
Elbe with promptitude. The following days 
the army retired to Linay ; and from thence to 
NoUendorf and Pima. A detachment of two 
hundred newly raifed men^ who guarded the 
Schreckenftein, ^as attacked and taken by 
J-dudon. The pofts of Auffig and Tetfchca 
wtrc evacuated without lofs. The king left 
pfince Maurice, at Giftiubel, with fourteen bat-^ 
talions and ten fquadrons, to defend that pafs, 
;^nd marched with the remaining troops, de- 
£rous to join the prince of PrufSa at Bautzen^ 
Tljc princq, who had fallen ill, quitted the army 
and languiflicd ever after. The king advanced^ 
with a detachment, from Bautzen to Weiffen- 
berg, whence he dJUodged general Beck, who 
retreated toward Bernftadt. Tbe arrangements 
neceffary for the re-eftablifhment of order in 
fubfiftence, and the preparation of new chdls, 
retarded the king a fortnight. Preffed by the 
progrefs of the French on his right, and the 
K.u|fiaqs on his leftj^. he was obliged to tpak^ de^ 

tachments^ 
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tachments. This infpired him with the projeft 
of marching to the Auflrians^ and ridding him* 
feif of them, before he (hould be too feeble* On 
the i6th9 he departed for Bemftadt^ heading the 
column of the left, and the prince of Brunfwick 
that of the right. They thought to furround 
Beck, on the hill near Sohland, and this partifan 
could only efcape by lofing a part of his men. 
At Bernftadt, information was received that a 
detachment of the enemy had aflcmbled at 
Oftritz. Hither Werner was fent, and was on 
the point of taking Nadafti, whofe baggage and 
the troops that efcorted him fell into his band^« 
Among his papers were found original letters^ 
from the queen oi Poland, informing this ge-. 
neral of all (he knew, concerning the Pruffians> 
and propofing projefts of furprife. The king 
fcnt the originals to Finck, governor of Drefden, 
that he might (hew them the queen, in onler 
that (he might underftand her proceedings wer6 
known. 

The king detached ( 1 7 th) five battalions from 
Berniladt, to take poft at Gorlitz, and marched 
with the main army immediately toward the 
Auftrians. Marfhal Daim was encamped at 
the Eckartfberg. He had but a motion to 
make with his troops, to prcfent his front to the 
Pruffiaos, This poft was not to be attacked, A 

hill 
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hill on the left, cut in the form of a baftion, and 
defended by fixty twelve pounders, flanked the 
half of his army. In the van of his front the 
village of Wittgenau lay, in a bottom, through 
which runs a rivulet, between fteep rocks. Three 
roads prefented themfclves, "i^hich led to the 
enemy through this village, the largefl of whidj 
was wide enough for a carriage. The right of 
the marfhal was fupported by the Neiflfc, be- 
yond which river Nadafti was encamped, with 
the referve of the army, on a height ; whence, 
with thirty heavy cannon, he could fweep the 
whole front of the Imperial army* 

The main armies were only feparated by the 
hollow way of Wittgenau, and the day was 
paired (i8th) in a reciprocal cannonade. On 
the morrow a corps, under the command of 
Winterfeld, croffed the Neiffe at Hirfchfeld, 
to reconnoitre whether fome means might nc«: 
be found of engaguig Nadafli, which would have 
induced Daun to fuccour him, and might have 
brought on a battle. But the difficulty of ground 
again oppofed this plan, and it was renoimced., 
Nothing however could be more advantageous 
for the king, under his prefent circumftances, 
than a decilive aftion. He had no time to lofe* 
A body of French was at Erfurt. The army 
#f (he dukQ of Cumberland was cooped up at 

Stade« 
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Stade. The dutdiy of Magdebourg, and the 
old March, were expofcd to the incurfions of 
the French, The Swedifli army had pafled 
the Peene, near Anclam. The troops of the 
circles were in motion, toward Saxony. Yet 
did the impoffibility of engaging, on ground fa 
difficult and impradticable, and the neceffity of 
making inknediate detachments, oblige the 
king to reurc (20th.) The infantry retreated in. 
a line> which the enemy pretended not to per- 
ceive. The army marched to Bernftadt, and 
scamped on the heights of Jaucrnick, as far as 
the Neiffe, beyond which the corps of Winter- 
feld extended to Radomeritz. A detachment 
was {*ent to riie relief of the brigade of Gorlitz, 
-with which Grumbkow was ordered to repair to 
Silefia, to clear the frontiers of the enemy's 
parties, that committed diforders there, and at 
the fame time to watch for the fecurity of the 
fortrefs of Schweidnitz. 

The king gave the command of the army to 
the prince of Bevern(25th) in conjunction with 
general WJnterfeld, in whom he really confided. 
They were particularly recommended carefully 
to covef the frontiers of Silefia, after which he 
departed, with eighteen battalions and thirty 
fquadrons, to oppofe the French and the troops 
of the impire^ That we might not interrupt the 

incidents 
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incidents of the campaign, which were each 
conncftcd with the other, we have made no 
mention of the campaign of the allied army, 
imderthe command of the duke of Cumberland,' 
of which it is at prefent neceflary to give a 
ftiort recapitulation. 

At the beginning of April, the French took 
pofleffion of the towns of Cleves and Wefel, 
without encountering oppofition. The count 
de Giifors feized on Cologne, which the French 
defigned to make a place of arms. Marflial 
d*Etr6es, who was to take the command of the 
army, arrived there in the beginning of May, 
and advanced, on the 26th, with all his forces, 
and encamped at Munfter. The duke of Cum- 
berland coUefted his troops at Bielefeld, whence 
he had fent a detachment to Paderborn, at the 
approach of d'Etrees, whofe army encamped at 
Rheda. The duke retired to Herford, on 
which the French fent a detachment into Hefle; 
which, meeting with no oppofition, feized on 
the whole landgraviate. CafTel itfelf (the 
capital) furrendered after a feeble refiftance. 

The duke of Cumberland, not intending to 
maintain his ground till he had pafled the 
Wcfer, according to the plan of the Hanoverian 
miniftry, who believed the paflage of this river 
more difficult than that of the Rhine, d-ofled' 

' (July) 



(July) with his troops over bridges tha^ he hid 
prepared in the villages of Rhemun and Vlotho* 
He gave orders^ in the mean time, that the for^ 
tifications of the towns of Munden and Hameln 
Ihould be haftened. This was thinking tardily. 
The French inclined toward Corbie. One of 
their detachments, having pafled the Wefer, 
occafioned the duke to change his poiition, and 
he encamped with his right at Hameln, and his 
left at AfFerde. The duke of Orleans, in the 
interim, threw bridges over the Wefer, to crofe 
at Munden^ The duke of Cumberland, who 
ezpefted foon to be attacked, called in all his 
detachments, and afiembled them at Haften-^ 
beck, the poiition of which had been defcribed 
to him as admirable. The right of his army 
was there well fupported, and the centre re-^ 
treated elbowing. In his front was a wood, 
and in this wood a confiderable ravim 

The French army approached the allies, who 
were reconnoitred by d'EtreeS on the a^th, 
while he was cannonaded by the duke of Cum- 
berland. On the morrow the French attacked 
his left, by gliding through <his ravin at the 
bottom of the wood, and carried the centre 
battery of the allies. Thi^ the hereditary prince 
of Brunfwick recovered, fword in hand; by which 
firfteflay/he fhewed nature had deftined him^ 
7 a hero. 
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^» h^-o. Meantime a Hanoverian colonel^ 
Breitenbachy took upon himfelf to colled th^ 
firft battalions he met, entered the wood, fell 
upon the French in the rear, expelled them^ 
and feized their cannon and colours. Every 
body fuppofed the battle gained. D'Etries, 
who faw his troops routed, had given ord^r^ 
for retreat. Thefe the duke of Orleans oppofed^ 
At length, to the great aftonilhment rf th? 
whole French army, they learned that the d,v^e 
qf CuHiberliiAd was cyn the full qiaxch, retreat^^ 
to Hameln, Thic hereditary prince w^ ql^ 
liged to, abandon the b^tery he had with fo 
-much, glory recovered; and the retreat, wa* 
made with fuch precipitation that the brav^ 
colonel Breitenbach even, whofe merits wepc 
fo confpicuous on that day, was forgotten, ^h^ 
worthy officer remained fingly the matter of tbf 
fiejdj and departed by night to join the army, 
bringing his trophies to the duke, who wept in 
defpair, to perceive he had been fo b^fty to qui? 
a field which was no longer difputed. 

Not all the remonftrances of the duke of 
Brunfwick ( Auguft) and the generals of his army 
could difluade him from continuing to retreat. 
He marched firft to Nienburg, and afiierward 
to Verden ; whence, through Rotenburg, and 
Bremervorde, he took the roa^d for Stade. By 

tW^ 



this felfe manceuvrc, he abandoned the Vi^hoM 
country to the difcrctioil of the French. Hamelii 
was irtimediately occupied by the dukfe of l^tz- 
jaracs. 

What was mdft remarkable, and lingular, oil 
this occafion, was that niafflial d*Etrees was re- 
called, for having gained a viftory. The duke 
de Richelieu, on whom the court bcftowed th6 
command of the amfiy, arrived on the ^Ih at 
Munden. He took Hanoter, tke' duke d^ AyeA 
Brunfwick, and M. le Voyer Wolfehbuttid* 
Richelieu fent the prince de Soubift, with a de- 
tachment of twenty-five thoufand men, to Er- 
ftirt; where he was to be joined by the army of 
the circles, and a detachment of Auftrians. 
The duke himfelf purfued the allies, paffed the 
Alter, and encamped at Verden. D'Armen* 
tieres meantime feized on Bremen, on the ift gf 
September. The French army advanced to- 
ward Rotenburg, with an intent to attack the 
duke of Cumberland, but did not find him 
there : he had already retreated to Bremervorde, 
avoiding, after the battle of Haftenbeck, all en- 
gagement with the enemy. 

No fooner did the king perceive, by the 
manoeuvres of the duke of Cumberlahd, that 
he confined himfelf to the defence of the Wefer, 
than he forefaw what would be the refult, and 

fecalled 
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trailed the fix battalions he had in that armyy to 
throw them into Magdebourg ; which he did. 
very feafonably^ as we fhall hereafter perceive. 

By what we have faid, it will be feen the 
dutchy (rf Magdebourg was menaced with in- 
Vafion, and the city with a fi«ge, by the French; 
that Saxony was to become the prey of the army 
which aflembled at Erfurt ; that the garrifons of 
Drefden and Torgau were to be taken; and 
finally that Berlin, a metropolis without defence, 
was on the point of being invaded by the Swedes, 
who had penetrated into the Uckerane March, 
and who there found only a handful of men to 
oppofe their progrefs. Under fuch circum- 
llancesj the moft preffing reafons required a 
body of troops (hould march againft fo many 
enemies. The king accordingly put himfelf 
at the head of a few forces, that he might not 
enfeeble his army of Silefia, which had the moft 
formidable foe to combat. 

The prince of Severn, with whom remained 
fifty battalions (Auguft 31ft) and one hundred 
and ten fqiladrons, encamped, after the de- 
parture of the king, at the Landeikrone, near 
Gorlitz. Winterfeld placed his detachment be- 
yond the Neiffe, on the Holtzberg, near the 
village of Moys. The prince tranfported his 
M magazine 
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magazine from Bautzen to Gorlitz. Matfhal 
Daun and prince Charles (September) en- 
camped oppofite him^ at Auffig ; and detached 
Nadafti to Schonberg, to obfervc Winterfeld. 
Count Kaunitz had lately arrived at the Auilrian 
army, perfonally to regulate the remaining 
operations of the campaign, with the generals. 
Nadafti, to pay his court to the count, propofed 
attacking the poft of Winterfeld, on the Holtz- 
berg. This poft was only held by two bat- 
talions ; ten others of the fame cotps encamped 
three thoufand paces in the tear, near Gorlitz. 
The day on which the attack was made (the 7th) 
general Winterfeld was ^^ith the prince of Be- 
vera, with whom he had fome arrangements to 
make. Information was brought him that the 
6nemy attacked his poft ; thither he haftened, 
but the Holtzberg was carried before his arrival. 
Defirous to diflodge the enemy, he advanced 
at the head of four battalions, and had the mif- 
fbrtune to be mortally wounded. Nadafti, fa- 
tisfied with the advantage he had gained, volun-^ 
tarily retreated to Schonberg. The Pruffians 
there loft twelve hundred men, and many brave 
officers. General Winterfeld died of his woundi 
and was the more Regretted, under the prefent 
circumftances, becaufe he was the man. moft ne- 
ceflary to the army of the prince of Bevern. 

The 
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The king had depended wholly on hini, in the 
meafures he had taken, for the defence of Silefia* 
The day after this affair, the prince ftruck his 
camp, and repaired through Catholifch Hen- 
nerfdorf and Naumburg to Lignitz, negleding 
to take the camp of Lowenberg, or that of 
Schmutfeifen, by which he Would have covered 
Silefia. Not fatisfied with abandoning the 
frontiers, he farther enfeebled himfelf by de- 
taching fifteen thouland men, whom he threw 
into different places. Thefe were the errors that 
brought on all his misfortunes, at the clofe of 
the campaign. 

Marfhal Daun followed the Pruffians, and 
marched by Lowenberg and Goldberg, en- 
camping on the heights of Wahlftadt. The 
Pruffians were in a bottom, with their right at 
Lignitz, the Katzbach in their rear, and their 
left at the village of Beckren. From this fitua- 
tion they had every thing to fear. An enter- 
prifing enemy would have reaped his advantage. 
Daun was not fo. One afternoon, animated 
by wine and the difcourfe of the chevalier de 
Montazet, prince Charles wiQied to gain fome 
advantage over the enemy, and caufed fight or 
ten battalions of grenadiers with artillery to 
advance and attack the village of Beckren. 
This detachment was too feeble to oppofe an 
M a '. army'*; 
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army ; it was not fiiftainedj and was repulfcd by 
the troops that the prince of Bevem ordered to 
advance from the line^ to fupport the village. 
The Pruffian regiment of infentry particularly 
diflinguiQied itielf, on this occafion. The at<^ 
tempt tai^ht the prince of Bevem what tlic 
badnefs of his fituation was^ how ill he had 
chofen his camp^ and to what dangers he was 
expofed* Fearing to be attacked on the mor- 
row with more cbnfiderabie force, he repafled 
the Katzbach by night ; and on his march to 
Parchwitz encountered an Imperial corps, that 
difputed the paflage of the Katzbach* He threw 
bridges over the Oder, pafied this river and re- 
paired, October the firft, on the right fide of the 
Oder, to Breflau. Croffing once more over the 
bridge of the city, he took poft behind the 
fmall rivulet of tbe^Lohe, and threw up in- 
trenchments. The Auflrians faced him at Liffa* 
The court of Vienna had negotiated for troops, 
with the elcdtor of Bavaria and the duke of 
Wurtcmberg, and fent them at this time into 
Silefia* Thefe corps jcnned the rcfervc, under 
Nadafti, in the environs of Schweidnitz, to 
which they were to lay fiege. We will for, a 
moment fufpend the narrative of the campaign 
of Silefia (September) to attend the king on his 
expedition againfl; the French. 

The 
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The king firft went to Drefden, whence he 
detached Seidlitz, with a regiment of huffars, 
and another o^ dragoons, t6 Leipiic, in order 
to purfuc M* de Turpin, who with his light 
tfoops hovered about Halle. The French re- 
tired, at the approach of the PruflSans; and 
SeidUtZj becoming ufelefs in that part, rejoined 
the king between Grimma and Rotha, whence 
the troops marched to Pegau. Hither the ene- 
my had detached the two Imperial regiments 
of huflirs, Ceczeni and Eftherhsffi. This town 
is £ltuat^d on the other fide of the Elder, over 
which is a iixme bridge at die ^te. The gate 
was garnjflied by the enemy, as were fome of 
the neighbouring houfes,';to forbid entrance* 
Seidlitz cau&d a hundred of huiTars to alight^ 
who Ibreed the gate:; the uma body of the 
MgmeatlcflloT^ed abd oAtsced Pegau full g^xU 
lop. S^uii and Kldift, ti;averfing the town^ 
Idfc it.tfaiou^ the oppoCtie gate, and there 
found the two regiments of die enemy, pofted 
fcehind a hdlow way. They attacked, routed, 
jfcnd putfued them to Zeirz; bringing back 
three hundred and fifty prifoners. On the 
monrow, the army of the king inclined to 
JJaumbui^. Here Jthe van-guard met fix 
iquadrons of the troops that had been beaten 
fhe day bdba. Jheiy wjere fooA difperfcd, 
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and loft many men ; particularly in pafEng the 
bridge of the Saale, near the Schul-Pfortc. 
The bridge was repaired (September 8th.),; and 
the troops paffed it, on their march^to ^ptiftett. 

Here the news was received cif' th% famous 
convention, figned, by the dukd^ of Cumber- 
land and Richelieu, at Clofter-Seven. . Thjs 
treaty was negotiated by one count Lynar, 
ambaflador from the court of Denmark. It 
was ftipulated that hoftilities fliould ceafe ; that 
the troops of Heflc, Brunfwick, and Gotha, 
Ihould be fent back into their refpeftive coun- 
tries; that thofc of Hanover (hould remain 
quiet at Stade, on the other fide of the Elbe, 
within a given diftrift. Nothing was regulated 
concerning the eleftorate of Hanover, either 
refpefting contributions or reftitutiohs; Co that 
this country was abandoned to the difcretion of 
the French. Scarcely was the convention con- 
cluded before the duke of Cumberland, with- 
out waiting for its ratification, returned to 
England ; and the duke de Richelieu prepared 
to make an invafion into the principality of 
Halberftadt. 

About this time, the Pruffian army inter- 
cepted fome letters, from count Lynf^ ytQ tount 
Rcufs. Thefe men were of the fejft called 
Pictjfts, Count Lynar, fpeaking to his ftiend 

'of 
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of the negotiation, faid — " The thought of 
'* concluding this convtntion was a celefti^ in- 
'* fpiration. The Holy Ghoft gave me the power 
^^ to ftop the progrefs of the French arms i as 
** the fun was formerly flopped by Joftiua. 
*^ The Almighty God, the governor of the 
*' world, has employed me, an unworthy in- 
^^ ftrument, to fpare the effufion of Lutheran 
^^ blood, of precious Hanoverian blood, which 
** was about to be flxed.*' — ^As misfortune would 
have it, count Lynar was the only perfon who 
applauded count Lynar. We (hall leave him, 
in company with Jofliua and the fun, to return 
to more in^portant affairs. 

This difgracefiil convention completely de- 
ranged the affairs of the king. The army, as 
it w^s called, which he headed was eighteen 
thoufand ftrong; yet from this was he obliged 
to make a detachment, that was either to cover 
Magdebourg or reinforce the garrifon. How*- 
ever, as the prince de Soubife was at Erfurt, 
he wifhed to attempt driving him thence, that 
he might enfeeble hjimfelf with the lefs danger. 
To this effeft, he advanced with two thoufand 
horfe, a free battalion, and two battalions of 
grenadiers, to Erfurt. .Great was his furprife 
when he faw the French army decamp, from the 
Ipyriacfbujrg, in his prefence. De Soubife^ np^ 
M 4 . thinking 
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thinking himfelf in fafety at Erfurt^ retired to 
Gotha. Scarcely was he gone before the towa 
was fummoned to furrender ; and it was.agreed, 
by capitulation, that the Peterfbergfliould remain 
neuter; that the town (hould be occupied by 
the Pruffians ; and that the enemy (hould eva- 
cuate the Cyriacfburg* 

When the troops had afllimed a kind of po* 
. fition near Erfurt, prince Ferdinand of Brunf^ 
wick left the army, with five battalions and 
feven fquadrons, to cover Magdebourg, and 
oppbfe the duke de Richelieu (20th). Thefe 
he might fb:^ngthen with fix battalions, drawn 
from the city. But fuch meafures, the only 
ones that could be taken under prcfent circiim- 
flances, were feeble, and infufEcient to refill 
fifty thoufand French. Prince Ferdinand, de- 
termined to fupply by ability his want of meaiis^ 
made a circuit to reach Magdebourg. March* 
ing through Egeln, he fell upoA the reginient 
of Lufignan, four hundred of whom he to.ok« 
He thence audaciouily pofted himfelf at Wanf* 
leben, where he fcemed to defy the iduke dt 
Richelieu, who encamped at Halbcrfkdt. The 
Pruffian parties had every where the fuperiority 
over the French, during the clofe of that cam- 
paign ; and there were few days in which they 
4id not bring in prifoners to the prince. 

Under 
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VaitT the prefent circumiUnqea of the kmg» 
recouric muft be had to every means ; ftrata* 
gem, oegotiationf all poflible attempts muft 
be madfij to better die ikuation of afiatrs. Be* 
£de that no ill could happen frc^n making 
attempts^ except the chagrin of having ima« 
gined fruidefs expedients. With this intent, 
colonel Balby affumed the difguife of a land- 
bailiffi that he mi^ arrive at the duke de 
fiLicl^eUeu. He was acquainted with the duke, 
with whooi he had made fome campaigns in 
Kla^dei:^. Balby. was to rnaLe propofals^ to 
induce the court of Verfailles to entertain more 
mild and piacific iendments. He perceived 
(hat th^ duke de Richelieu^ doubting of hit 
own credit, did not believe he had fufficient 
influence with the French mjkuftr}r or the king 
to change theirfyflem, or thdbr opinibhj rdped^ 
ikig their alliance with the houfe of Auftria ; an 
alliance whidi, tecently concluded; pleafed by 
its novelty. This emilQ^y^ perceiving all 
hk could urge produced no efieft, reduced his 
denunds to the requeft that the duke would at 
leaft fpare, in part^ thofe provinces of the king 
inco which he (hould carry the war. 
' The king was foon oUiged farther to cn^ 
feeble his army^ by another detachment. He 
fent prince 24axtnQe no Leipfic, with ten batta- 
lions 
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lidns and ten fquadrons^ there to maintain a 
central pofition; whence he would be ready 
cither to join the king or prince Ferdinand, as 
Ihould be neceilary ; and where he might watch 
general Marfhall^ encamped at Bautzen with 
fifteen thoufand Atjftrians; who infpired the 
greater apprehenfion becaufe that^ Lufktia be« 
ing uncovered, there was reafon to fear the 
general (hould make an irruption into the elecy 
torate, and even proceed to Berlin. This capi- 
tal was m like manner menaced by the Swedes, 
from the fide of Pomerania, iTiey were re- 
tarded in their progrefs by Mante^fel, with 
five hundred huffars and four battalions. * After 
thefc two corps had quitted the camp of £rfort> 
eight battalions and twenty-fcven fquadrons 
only remained with the king. Had the enemy 
perceived the weaknefs of this corps, it cannot 
be doubted but an attack muft hate enfued. 
This above all things was to be^ avoided, and 
recourfe was had to various expedients, to dc» 
ceive the people. of Erfurt and the French, 
For this reafon^ the troops did not encamp ; 
the infantry was fent into the ne^hbpuring 
villages ; the quarters were feveral times 
changed; and, as on each occafion the names 
of the regiments were changed alfo, this mul* 
tiplied the order of battle, which, the %ies 

were 
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were affiduoully coUeaing, for the information , 
of the prince de Soubife, 

Two days after the Pruffians (i 6th) had 
taken Erfurt, the king went, with twenty fqua- 
drons of huflars and dragoqns, on a reconnoi- 
tring party, toward Gotha, that he might at- 
tempt to diflodge the two Imperial regiments 
of huflars, that had fp repeatedly been beaten. 
His fuccefs was beyond his. hopes; the dread 
in which thefe huflkrs held the Pruflians haflened 
thein retreat. > They had a defile to pafs, near 
Gotha, where they loft one hundred and eighty 
men. They were purfued even to within fight 
of Eifenach; where the prince de Soubife, 
who had been joined by the prince of Hild- 
boufghaufen, general in chief of the army of 
the circles, was encamped. The ducal houfe 
(of Saxe Gotha) was delighted to fee itfelf 
difencumbered of guefts fo indifcreet* It had 
equally to complain of the French and Au- 
ftrians. The French had committed violence 
oh the cattle, from which they had carried off 
the caimoh; and the Auftrian officers, little 
rcfpeftful in their difcourfe, had behaved with 
arrogance, viery unfuitable to the fovereign 
princes of the empire. 

Scidlitz remained with the cavalry at Gotha, 
ther^ to watch the motions of the enemy, and 
../. givq 
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give timely information to the little army of 
Erfurt ; that, if neceffary, it might retreat, at 
the approach of the army of Eifenach. A 
few days after, he was attacked by a very fupei^ 
xior corps. The prince of.Hildbourghaufen, 
defirous of fignalizing his authority by fome 
femous ftroke, propofed to the prince de Sou* 
bife to diflodge the Pruffians from Gotha* 
They began their march with their grenadia»» 
the Aufhian cavalry, Laudon and his pandours, 
and all the light troops of the French armff 
Seidlitz had feafonable inSormuioa of the in* 
tended prqjeft. They prcfently made their 
appearance. A column of caraky pafled on 
the right of Gotha, and over the heights wUc{i 
lead toward Thuringia. Another column xd 
cavalry, preceded by the huffars, came on tho 
icft from the fide of Langenfakza. The pan- 
dours, at the head of the grenadiers, formed 
the column of the centre. 

Seidlitz had arranged im men, in ozderof 
))attle, at 4 certain dillance from Gotha; the 
lifuflars on the firit Hne, and the dragoons of 
Meinicke on the feoond. The dragoons of 
Czettfitz he had fent to a defile, which \Af 
half a mile in his rear, with onkrs to plaa 
themfelves on a fingle line, to form an cxten- 
five icotd^ that he might deoeivie die enemy, 

This 
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This did not prevent the regiment from being 
entirely ready to proteft his retreat, fliould h^ 
be obliged to yield to numbers. Manoeuvres 
fo able, and a jRratagem fo^ artful, had their 
cffea. (Oftober 13th) The prince of Hild- 
bourghaufen imagined the Pruffian army, which 
he fuppofed to be confiderable, was on its 
march to fupport Seidlitz; and that he (houlcl 
be inceflantly attacked, by the grand line of 
cavalry which he difcovered. From the waver- 
ing countenance of the Auftrian huflars, Seid- 
litz perceived his artiftce had produced a proper 
impreffion« He repulfed them infenfibly ; and, 
(hock after (hock, ftill gaining ground, obliged 
them to repafs the defile where, but a few days 
before, they had fufFered fo much. The co- 
lumn of cavalry, that compofed the right of 
the enemy, retreatedat the fame time. Seid- 
litz then fent fome dragoons and huflars into 
Gotha; who entered precifely as the prince of 
Darmftadt, with the troops of the circles, begaii 
to retire; and there made a number of pri- 
foners. The precipitation with which the 
prince of Darmftadt abandoned Gotha had 
nearly become fatal to the prince de Soubife, 
who was at the caftle, and did riot expeft fo 
prompt a retreat : he had only time to mount 
his horfe, and fly full fpeed, A hundred and 

3 ^^y 



174 ^o^tHUMors woRK^; 

fixty foldiers, and three officers of riotci wcrfe 
taken by the Pruffians. 

Any other general, except Scidlitz, would 
have applauded himfelf to haVe efcaped, in 
fuch a fituatiort, without Idfs. Seidiitz would 
not have been fatisfied with himftlf, had he 
not derived gain. The example proves that 
the capacity and fortitude of the general are, 
in war, more decifivc than the number of his 
troops, A man of mediocrity, who ftiould 
perceive himfelf under fuch circumftances, dif- 
couraged by the awful appearance of the foe, 
Would have retired as he approached, with the 
lofs of half his men, in a fkirmifli of the rear- 
guard, which the fuperior cavalry of the enemy 
would have been in hafle to engage. The 
artful ufe made of the regiment of dragoons, 
extended and ftiown to the enemy at a diftance, 
was highly glorious to general Seidiitz, in fo 
difficult a fituation. 

Hitherto the king had been only able to 
keep affairs in fufpenfe; he could undertake! 
nothing, and muft wait the benefaftions of 
time. He remained tranquilly at Erfurt, till 
he underftood that a French detachment, from 
the army of Weftphalia, was " on its march, 
through Hefle, to Langenfaltza. As he miift 
not wait the arrival of this corps, which might 

faU 
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fkll on his rear, he determined to retire previ- 
ous to its approach. It was befide rumoured 
that general Haddick' traverfed Lufatia to pe- 
netrate into Brandenbourg ; and that prince 
Maurice had been obliged to fly, that he mighc 
haftily gain Torgau. It was probable the ge- 
neral would advance to Berlin. Having no 
fuccour to expeft, the king thought proper to 
remain no longer at Erfurt ; and, that he might 
run no unfeafonable rilk, he retreated to the 
Eckartlberg. Here frequent couriers arrived 
from Drcfden. Finck informed him a corps, 
under Marlhall, was on the point of quitting 
Bautzen,, to follow that of Haddick ; and it 
was certain prince Maurice was not fufficiently 
in force to refift the combined generals. This 
occafioned the king to refolve to bring him a 
reinforcement. 

The troops repafled the Saale, at Naum- 
burg. Marflial Keith, with fome battalions, 
threw himfelf into Leipfic. The king palfled 
the Elbe at Torgau, and marched toward Anna- 
berg; where he received intelligence that Ber- 
lin had efcaped, for a contribution of two hun- 
dred thoufand crowns, paid to the Auftrians; 
that Haddick had not waited for the arrival 
of prince Maurice; and that Manteufel re- 
mained inadive, in his- camp at Bautzen. 

The 



The idea that firft ftruck the king was td 
cut off the retreat of Haddick, For this ptir^ 
pofe, he repaired to Hcrteberg. Prlacc Mau- 
rice was on his returni and the king wiflied td 
wait for him, becaufe that Haddick had a^read^ 
rcpaffed Kottbus. He remained in this pofi* 
tion for fome days, that he might underftand 
what were the adual intentions of the French^ 
which muft decide the part he had to take; 
whether this (hould be to oppofe their enter* 
prifes, or, ihould the campai^ be ended in 
Thttringia, whether he (hould return to Silefia^ 
for the relief of Schweidnitz, the fiege o£ 
which was begun by general Nada{tL 

But the enemy induced the king to under- 
uke operations (a6th) which he could not then 
forefee* The departure of the Pruffians, from 
Erfurt, engaged the prince de Soubife to pafs 
the Saale, and approach I-eipfic. Marftial 
Keith fent advice of. this, warmly requefting 
aid ; and hither it was neceifary to march, with 
all fpeed. The king^ on the zSth, immedi- 
ately began his march to Leipfic. With his 
fmall army^ he cleared the right (hore <>f the 
Muld6, where Cuftine had advanced with fome 
brigades ; after which he entered Leipfic, and 
there was joined by piince Maurice, and prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick^ The grand caufeway 

that 
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that leads to Lutzen was firft feciired. On the 
30th, the army afFcmblcd, marched, and en- 
camped at Altr^fbedt ; when Retsfiow was de« 
tached in advance, to guard die defile of Ri* 
pach. The fame night> the king marched to 
fall on the enemy's quarters, difperfed in the 
vicinage of Weiffenfels; but they efcaped> 
thofe who were in Weiflenfels excepted* The 
three gates of the town were attacked, aiid the 
oiEcers were commanded, without delay, to 
gain the bridge of the Saale^ that this impor* 
tant paflage might be fecured. The town was 
forced, and five hundred men taken; but 
thofe of the garrifon who efcaped Had fet fire 
to the covered bridge, which being wholly of 
wood was foon in flames. To extinguifli the 
fire was impoflible ; for the enemy, in ambuf- 
cade behind walls on the oppofite fliore, kept 
up fo heavy a fire of finall arms that all who 
endeavoured to preferve the bridge were killed, 
or wounded. Frefh troops foon appeared on 
the other fide of the river, the number of 
whom continuing to increafe demonftrated the 
impoffibility of efFeding the paflage of the 
Saale, at that place. But, as it was, but the 
van of the army that had arrived at Weiflenfels, 
and as the greateft part of the troops were ftill 
N on 
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On their march^ they were ordered to take the 
road to Merfeburg^ with the hope of being 
able to fecure the bridge of that town. 

When marihal Keith arrived here (Novem- 
ber) he found the French already had occupied 
the place^ and that the bridge was broken. 
He did not remain heiitating, but took fomc 
battalions^ and marched to Halle> whence he 
diflodged the French, and repaired the bridge, 
which they had in like manner deftroyed. The 
army of the king thus had its right at Halle, 
its centre oppofite Merfeburg, and its left » 
Weiffenfels, covered by the Saale, afcertaining 
its communication bdbind that river by de- 
tached corps, which aUb watched the motions 
of the enemy. Marihal Keith firft pajQTed tho 
river, near Halle. This manoeuvre, which 
could be of no ill cenfequence to the French, 
occafioned (2d) the prince de Soubife wholly 
to abandon the banks of the Saale, and retreat 
to the village of St. Michael. The PrulSans em- 
ployed this day, and the night following, if\ 
repairing the bridges of Weiffenfels and Merfe- 
burg. Early on the morning of the third, the 
king and prince Maurice, having paffed th^ 
river, marched with their columns toward Rof- 
bach : as did that of marihal Keith, where their 
orders were 10 form a junftion. During the 

mardi. 
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ftiarch, the king went with fome cavalry to 
reconnoitre the {)ofition of the enemy, which 
was one of the very Worft The thoughtlef» 
huffars pvrfhed forward to the camp, and car- 
ried off fome horfes and foldiers> whom they 
diagged from their tents. Thefe circumftances, 
added to the little precaution of the French ge» 
nerals, determined the king (4th) to march and 
attack them on the morrow. 

By break of day, the army quitted the camp. 
Th^ van-guard confiftcd of the whole cavalry* 
Anriving at the place where the evening befoce 
the poft of the enemy had been reconnoitred, 
no enemy was to be found. The prince de 
Soubife had no doubt reflefted on the imperfeft 
nature of his camp, and had changed it the 
fame night. He had extended his troops along 
the height, in front of which was a ravin ; his 
right wa^ fupported by a wood, which he had 
fortified with an abatis and three redoubts, fur- 
nifhed with artillery ; his left was furrounded by 
a large pond, which could not be turned. The 
army of the king was too feeble, in infantry, to 
nifli upoli a poll fo formidable ; had the de* 
fence been but little obftinate, it could not have 
been carried^ with the lofs of left than twenty 
thoufand men. The king, judging this attack 
beyond his ftrength, fent orders for the infantry 
N a to 
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to pafs the marfhy defile, which was near, and 
afliime the camp of Braunfdoif : the cavalry 
followed, confiding of the rear-guard. When 
the French faw the Pruffian troops retreating, 
they catifed their piquets to advance, with fome 
artillery, and kept up a warm cannonade, but to 
no effeft. All the muiicians and trumpeters in 
the army, all their drums and fifes, began to 
play at once, as if they bad gained a viftory* 
However little agreeable this fpeftacle might 
be, for men not acciaftomed to fear the foe> it 
was ncccflary to remember circumftances, be- 
hold it with the cold eye of indifference, and 
oppofe German phlegm to French petulance, 
and French gaiety. 

The fame night, intelligence was received 
that the enemy made a motion, from the left 
to the right. The huffars were in the field by 
break of day; they entered the camp the French 
had quitted; and learned, from the peafants, 
that the latter had taken the road to Weiffenfels. 
Soon after, a confiderable body formed oppofite 
the right of the Pruffians, that had the appear- 
ance of a rear-guard, or a corps that covered 
the march of an army. The Pruffians paid 
little attention to thefe manceuvres, becaufe that 
iheir canip was covered, as well in front as at 
each wiag9 by an impradicable marfh. There 
w. were 
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were only three narrow caufeways, by which 
they might have been attacked; but three plans 
therefore feemed to remain for the enemy ; 
either to retire through Freyburg into Upper 
Thuringia, becaufe fubfiftence failed; or to take 
Weiffenfels, the bridges of which however were 
deftroyed; or finally to gain Merfeburg before 
the king, and cut off his paffage of the Saale. 
Yet the PrufEan army was much nearer than^ 
that of the French, and thisTnanoeuvre was the 
lefs to be feared becaufe it led to a battle, from, 
which good fortune was to be hoped, fince there 
would be no poft to force. The king fent 
many parties over the country, and tranquilly 
waited in his camp, till the intention of his an* 
tagonifts Ihould become more clear ; for any 
precipitate motion, made mal a propos, might 
have fpoiled his whole plan. Intelligence, fome- 
times falfe, and fometimes true, brought by the 
(couis, kept him in this incertitude till toward 
noon, when the van of the columns of the 
French was perceived, which at a certain diftance 
turned the left of the Pruffians. The troops of 
the circles, in like manner, infenfibly difappeared 
from their former camp j fo that the corps 
which was fuppofed to be a rear-guard, and 
which in faft was the referve under St. Germain, 
remained fingly in faceof the Pryffians. The 
N 3 kin 
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king went himfelf to reconnoio-c the march 
of the prince de Soubife, and was con- 
vinced it was direfted to Merfeburg. The 
French proceeded flowly, becaufe that they had 
formed different battalions in columns, by which 
they were impeded, whenever the narrownefs 
of the road obliged them to break. 

It was two o'clock when the Pniffians ftruck 
their tents : they made aquarter wheel,to the left, 
and began to march. The king kept pace with the 
army of the prince de Soubife : his troops were 
covered by the marih from Braunfdorfj and 
which, extending a full quarter of a league from 
thence, ends at the diflance of two thoufand 
paces from Rofbach. Seidlitz, with the whole 
cavalry, formed the van-guard. He had orders 
to glide along the hollows, with which this 
country abounds, to turn the French cavalry, 
and fall on the van of their columns, before they 
(hould hwe time to form. The king could 
only leave prince Ferdinand, who that day com- 
manded the right of the army, the old guards 
of the cavalry, . who put themfelves in one line, 
to make a (how ; which they might the better 
do becaufe they were covered by a part of the 
marih of Braunfdorf. The two armies, marching 
fide by fide, continued to approach. The army 
of the king carefully maintained a fmall emi- 
nence. 
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cience^ which goes immediately to Roibach. 
That of the French, apparently unacquainted 
with the ground, marched in the valley. The 
king eftablilhed a battery on this height, the 
cffefts of which were decifive, durtpg the adion; 
The French raifed one in the valley ; and, a? 
it fired up hill, it produced no effedl. 

While each party were taking thefe precau- 
tions, Seidlitz had turned the enemy's right, 
uHperceived by themfelves, and fell with im- 
petuofity on the cavalry. The two Auftrian 
regiments formed to face him, a,nd fuftained the 
fhock; but, being abandoned by the French, 
the regiment of Fitz-james excepted, they were 
almoft totally deftroyed. The infantry of the 
two armies were ftill on the jnarch, till their re- 
fpeftive v«s were within five hundred paces o£ 
each other. The king wi(hed to have gained 
the village of Reichardfwerben ; but, as it was 
fix hundred paces diftant, and as he each mo- 
ment expeded the aftion would begin, he de- 
tached marlhal Keith thither, with five batta- 
lions, in which confifted the whole of his fecond 
line. The king meantime advanced within 
two hundred paces of the two French lines; and 
perceived that their order of battle was com- 
pofed of battalions in columns, alternately inter- 
lined with battalions extended. The wing d 
N 4 ' the 
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the prince de Soubife was in the air ; and^ the 
Pruffian. cavalry being employed in the pur- 
fuit of that of the enemy, the wing of the French 
could only be outwinged by the infantry. For 
this' purpofe^ the king placed two battalions of 
grenadiers in a line, forming a hook * with his 
left flank : they had orders, the moment the 
French Ihould advance, to make a half wheel 
to the right, which would neceflarily bring 
them on the flank of the enemy. Thefe orders 
they pundually executed; as the French came 
up, they received the fire of the grenadiers in 
flank; and, having flood at the mod three 
difcharges of the regiment of Brunfwick, their 
columns were feen to prefs on the left. They 
had foon clofed upon the extended battalions 
which feparated them, and that mafs of infan- 
try became at each moment more large, heavy, 
and confiifed. The more it fell back on the 
left the more it wa^ outwinged, by the front of 
the Pruflians. 

While diforder increafed in the army of the 
prince de Soubife, the king was informed that 
a corps of the enemy's cavalry prcfented itfelf 
in the rear of his troops. He haftily afTembled 
the firfl fquadrons that could be found, and 

* Uu crochit. Perhaps an angle. T- • • 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely had jie oppofcd thofc that were com- 
ing upon his rear before they retreated with 
promptitude. The body-guard and the gen- 
darmes then were employed againft the French 
in^try^ which was in the utmoft diforder. The 
cavalry attacked it, difperfed it^ and made a 
conliderable number of French prifoners. This 
charge was made at fix in the evening ; the 
weather was cloudy, and the darknefs fo great 
that to have purfued the enemy would have 
been imprudent, however great the confufion 
and the rout. The king contented himfelf with 
fending different parties of cuiraffiers, dragoons 
and huflars, after them ; none of whom ex« 
ceeded thirty men. 

During this adtion, ten battalions of the right 
of the Pruffians had remained idle fpeitators. 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, who com* 
manded them, had not quitted the maHh of 
Braunfdorf, which ferved to cover a part of his 
front. He had repulfed the troops of the cir- 
cles, who oppofed him, by fome difcharges of 
artillery, and obliged them to give ground- 
There were only feven battalions of the king's 
army engaged, ^d the battle did not continue 
above an hour apd a half, before the vidory 
was decided. 

On 
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On the morrow, the king departed at day- 
break, with the huflars and dragoons, following 
the enemy, who had retired through Freyburg. 
The infantry had orders to purfue the fame 
route. The rear-guard of .the French was there 
ftill. The dragoons alighted, and drove fome 
detachments of the enemy from the gardens. 
Difpofitions were then made to attack the caftle ; 
but the enemy, not giving time for this, repaffed 
the Unftrut in hafte, and burnt the bridges. 
The .detachments the king had fent out the 
evening before arrived here fucceffively. Some 
brought in officers, fome foldiers, others can- 
non. None of them returned empty handed. 

So much diligence was employed, in repair- 
ing the bridge of the Unftrut^ that in lefs than 
an hour it was fit for ufe. The army of the 
prince de Soubife had taken fo many roads that 
it was impoffible to know which to follow. 
The peafants affirmed, the greateft part of the 
fugitives had taken the route of the Eckartfberg ; 
and thither the king marched, with his troops. 
' The number of prifoners augmented, during 
the whole day ; all the detachments, that were 
fent into different parts, brought in fome. 
The Eckartfberg was found to be garnifhed by 
a corps of the troops of the circles, which might 
amount to five or fix thoufand men. The 

king, 
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^ king, having no other infantry than the volua* 
teers of Meyer, fent them in ambufcade, with 
fome huflSirs, into a wood in the vicinity of the 
camp, with orders to alarm tihe enemy all night ; 
who, little pleafed at having their reft difturbed, 
forfook their poft, and loft four hundred men^ 
with ten pieces of artillery* General Lentulus, 
who followed them on the morrow as far as Er- 
furt, took eight hundred more of their men, 
whom he brought back to the king. 

The battle of Roft)ach had coft the army of 
the prince de Soubife ten thoufand of his troops : 
the Pruffians took fevgn thoufand men, fixty- 
three cannon, fifteen ftandards, feven pair of 
colours, and one {>air of kettle drums. If the 
condud of the French generals be examined, 
it will be found difficult to grant it our appro- 
bation* Their intention indubitably was to 
xlrivc the Pruffians out of Saxony. But did 
not the intereft of their allies rather demand 
they (hould fimply bound their views to the de- ' 
tention of the king, t^at marlhal Daun and 
prince Charles might h#^e time to complete 
the conqueft of Silefia? Had they but kept 
the army of the king in Thuringia, for a ftiort 
time, this conqueft would not only have been 
made but the feafon would have become fo rigor- 
ous, and fo far advanced, that it would have 

been 
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been impoffiblc for the Pruffians to make that 
progrefs, in Silefia, of which we (hall have im- 
mediate occafion to fpeak. As to the battle in 
which they fo untimely engaged, certain it is 
that the prince de Soubife, by his incertitude 
and the order of his troops, rendered it pof- 
fible for a handful of men to vanquifb his 
army. The manner in which the court of 
France diftinguiflied the merit of its generals 
was ftill more furprifing. D'Etrces was re- 
called, for having gained the battle of Haften- 
bcck : and the prince de Soubife, for having 
loft that of Rofbach, was foon after promoted 
to be a marlhal of France. 

Properly fpeaking, the battle of Rofbach did 
but afford the king an opportunity of haftening^ 
in fcarch of new dangers, into Silefia. The 
viftory was only important by the imprdfion it 
made on the French, and on the (battered 
army of the duke of Cumberland. No fooner 
did the news of it reach the duke de Richelieu 
than he quitted his camp, at Halberftadt, and 
withdrew into the eledlorate of Hanover : 
while the allied troops, ready to lay down their 
arms, recovered courage, and acquired hope. 
An advantageous change, about the fame time, 
happened in the Englifli miniftry, of which we 
(hall prpfently fpeaK, that gave new ftrength 
7 to 
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to the Bricifti government. Thefe minifters^ 
^Uhamed of the difgraceful conventioi^ of Clofter- 
SeveAj, refolded to break it : which they might 
with the greater jullice do^ becaufe it bad been 
neither ratified by the king of England nor the 
king of France. They began immediately to 
reftorc the army of Stadc to a^flivity. Dif* 
gufted with the duke of Cumberland, who had 
loft the confidence of the troops, the king of 
England wiflied to appoint another general* 
and requefted the king would fend him prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick, whofe juftly-acqutrcd 
fame was fpread through Europe. Though, by 
his abfence, the Pruflians loil a good general^ 
of whom they had need, it ftill was fo impor* 
tant to reftore the army of the allies that the 
king could not refufc the rcquefL Prince 
Ferdinand departed, and repaired to Stade, by 
private roads, in the environs of which he 
found a body of thirty thoufand men difperfed, 
whom the inconfiftent and thoughtlefs French 
had negledled to difarm. 

Th^king returned from the Eckartfberg to 
Freyburg, at the fame time that a detachment, 
fent by marlhal Keith to Querfurt, came back 
from purfuing the French. The very peafants 
ot the neighbourhood brought in prifonets. 
They were enraged at the (acrilege which had 

been 
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been cominittcd> by the foldiers of the prinCe 
de Soubife, in the Lutheran chvtfcheSi Thofe 
thmgs which the populace heM in the higheft 
veneration had been profaned, with groffs in^ 
decency, and the unbridled fury of the French 
had brought all the peafants of Thuringia into 
the interefts of Pruffia. 

The king was preparing to depart. The 
affairs of Sileiia demanded his prefence and 
aid. He propofed to march immediately for 
Schweidnitz, and confbrain Nadafli to raife the 
fi^e. On the 12th of Noyember, he left 
Leipfic at the head of nineteen battalions and 
twenty-eight fquadrons» Marfhal Keith march- 
ed at the lame time, with a fmall corps, to pe* 
netrate into Bohemia, near Leutmeritz^ in 
order to facilitate the paflage of the king into 
Lufatia, and by this diverfion oblige Marihall 
to quit the environs of Bautzen and Zittau« 
Afarfhal Keith took a confiderable magazine 
from the enemy at Leutmeritz, whence he 
feigned to advance toward Prague. 

The king meantime entered Lufatia, dif* 
lodged Haddick from Groflenhayn, and Mar- 
fliall at his approach fell back to Lobau. Dur- 
ing the march from Bautzen to Weiflenberg, 
the van of a colvunn .was fent towa|*d Lobau, 
and on its appe^uunce Matjhall retreated to 

GabcU 
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GabeL The king then purfued his route with* 
out impediment. On his arrival at Gorlitz, 
he received the difagreeabJe news of the reduc- 
tion of Schweidnitz. The place was taken in 
the following manner. Nadafli had opened 
rfie trenches, on the 27th of Odobcif, between 
the fort of Bogendorf and the tile-kiln. His 
third parallel was finifhed on the loth of No- 
vember. The garrifon had made fome fuccef- 
fui (allies ; and, though the bombs had in part 
mined the town, the^enemy had not yet carried 
any work. Impatient at this flow progrefe, 
Nadafti refolved to rifk a coup de main. On 
the night of the nth, he made a general af- 
fault, on all the redoubts which furround th^ 
body of the place : two were taken. This 
misfortune occafioned the governor. Seers, and 
Grumbkow his affociate, to lofe all recolleftioir. 
They capitulated, and furrendercd prifoners of 
war with their whole garrifon ; confifting of ten 
fquadrons of huffars, and ten battalions of in- 
fantry. The Auftrians difarmed the foldiers; 
and, as moft of them were Silefians, gave them 
paflports, and liberty to return to their villages. 
This accident could not have happened in a 
worfe time, for the derangement of the plans 
of the king. His junftion with the prince of 
Bevern became fo much the more neccffary 

finte 
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fince it was eafy to forefee that NacUfti, having 
taken Schwcidnitz, would join marflial Daun, 
to overwhelm the remaining Pruffians near 
Breflau, The king had indeed commanded the 
prince of Bevern to attack the foe, and not 
fufFer Schweidnitz to be taken, as it were, un* 
der his eye. The plan was prafticable, the po- 
fition of the Auflxians at Liffa confidered. The 
prince had but one evolution to make to conic 
upon the enemy's flank, which he would pro- 
bably have beaten. Thus would the fiege of 
Schweidnitz have been raifed, and the Impc- 
riaUfts difconcerted. Inftead of which, by re* 
maining inadtive, Nadafti could not fail oi 
finally taking a place which had no hope of 
fuccour; and the whole force of the enemy, 
coming to fall upon the PrufSans, muft carry 
their intrenchments of the Lohe. 

Ill fortune would have it that the prince 
could not comprehend the force of thefe argu- 
ments. The generals however prevailed on 
him, one day, to make the attempt. He left 
his camp, and beat the light troops that covered 
the right flank of the Auftrians ; after which, 
inftead of attacking the army, and driving it 
into the Oder, as muft have happened, his 
want of confidence in himfelf, and the dread of 
failure in an undertaking where certainty never 

is 
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ts to be obtained, iiiduced him to forbean He 
thought he had dohe fufficient, and ordered hit 
troops back to their intrenchmcnts. 

The king arrived at Naiimburg^ dh the 
QueiSj November the 24th, and there was in- 
formed of the viftory of the Auftrians over the 
prince of Bevern^ and of the lofs of Breflau* 
All that had been predided to the prince had 
but too literally proved true. Nadafti joined 
prince Charles and marflial Daun; and the 
enemy, impatient to complete their conqueft, 
loft no time in putting their pfojed into cxecu* 
tion. On the night of the 21ft of November^ 
they conftrufted four heavy batteries, in the 
front of the Pruffians, between Pilfnitz and 
Grofs-Mochber* The prince of Severn re* 
mained a tranquil fpeftator, fuffbring them to 
finifli their works, although fuch preparsltions 
announced the deli gns of marflial Daun, on the 
Pruflian intrenchments. Nadafti marched be- 
fide the Lohe (izd) and formed toward Gabitz. 
The prince of Bevern fuppofed this was to come 
upon his rear, though that was difficult, and he 
farther enfeebled himfelf by a detachment, un- 
der the command of general Ziethen, to oppofe^ 
all attempts of the enemy on that fide. The 
front of the Pruflian camp, behind the Lohe, 

O was 
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was covered by redoubts, with ill-placed aper-*^ 
f urcs, fome of which were even overlooked 
irom the oppofite (bore, nor had care been 
taken to fend a fulEcicnt number of cannon thi- 
ther. The greateft part of the artillery rc-^ 
mauned in an intrenchment, which the prince of 
Bevem had thrown up in a bottom^ to cover his 
flank^ the Lohe, toward the fuburb of Breflau, 
Marfhal Daun having had time enough at- 
tentively to perceive and examine all t^efc 
negligences, and blunders, turned them to his 
own advantage. The attack began on the 
. fltad, at nine in the morning : fome redoubts 
were alternately taken and re-taken. The 
Pruffian cavalry was made to aft in a xnarlh, 
where it could not fight, and where it was 
thundered upon 1^ fixty pieces, from an Ap- 
ftrian battery beyond the rivulet. Notwith- 
ftanding all thefe falfe fteps, the Pruffians did 
not yet lofe ground. Ziethen, on the left to- 
ward Gabitz, not only repulfed his attacks 
but purfued Nadafti beyond the Lohe. The 
routed enemy retired behind the rivulet of 
Schweidnitz. In the interim, the Auftrians, 
who attacked the prijice of Bevern, had pafled 
the Lohe, protefted l)y their artillery. They 
immediately took fome of the Pruffian redoubts^ 
by the aid of the apertures. The troops made 

4l>rave 
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k brave defence, and the-Pruffians diflodgcd 
thetn feveral times. Prince Ferdinand of Pruf^ 
fisL even drove back a body of the enemy as far 
as the Lobe ; but the Auftrians were too nume-^ 
rous, the camp w^s loft, and night came on. 

Though refources ftill might have been 
found, thefe the prince of Severn did not per- 
ceive. In his firft conftefnation, he paffed the 
Oder, and threw Leftwitz with eight battalions 
into Breflau. Thus he loft eighty pieces of ar- 
tillery, and near eight thoufand men, which the 
attack of the campof Liffa would, not have coft. 
ThcAuflxians pretended that theaftion coftthem 
eighteen thoufand men ; and certain it is that 
the neighbouring villages were full of the 
wounded. On the morrow, or rather by night, 
the prince of Bevern thought proper to recon* 
noitre the corps under general Beck, who was 
encamped at no great diftance. He was alone, 
and fufFered himfelf to be taken by fome pan- 
dours. General Kyau, the next in rank, af- 
fiimed the command of the forces ; and^ with- 
out confulting what was to be done, took the 
road to Glogau. Leftwitz no fooner fuppofed 
himfelf left to his own fupport, in Breflau, than 
he loft all confidence. The Auftrians ap- 
proached the city, and Leftwitz, who till then 
had maintained the reputation of a brave officer, 
O 2 . witliout 
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without waiting till the enemy fired a fingle 
Ihot againft the ramparts, demanded to capitu- 
late, and obtained free egrefs with arms and 
baggage. In two days, he and his garrifon, 
the half of which deferted, followed the afmy 
on the road that Kyau had marched. ^ 

The king received thefe various afflifting 
articles of intelligence all at the fame time. With- 
out dwelling on difafter, he thought but of re- 
drefs, and made a forced march -to gain the 
banks of the Oder. On his route, he made a 
circuit round Lignitz, which the Aufbrians had 
fortified, and pulhed forward immediately to 
Parchwitz, His van-guard fell unexpeftedly 
on a detachment of the enemy, three hundred 
of whom were taken. He arrived at Parchwitz 
on the 28th, having marched from Leipfic to 
the Oder in twelve days* The king defired 
general Kyau (hould pafs the Oder at Koben ; 
but this could not be performed, becaufe that 
moft of the troops had already gained Glogau. 
Under thefe circumftances, time was of all 
things the moft precious : not a moment muft 
be loft, the Auftrians muft inceffantly be at- 
- tacked, however great the hazard, and expelled 

• Silefia, or the province muft be given up eter- 

• naliy. 

Thq 
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The army that pafled the Oder, at Glogau, 
could not join the troops of the king till the 
^d of December : this army was difcouraged, 
and overwhelmed by the memory of recent 
defeat. The hotiour of the officers was ap-^ , 
pealed to ; their^ former exploits recapitulated j 
and mournful ideas, the impreffion of which 
was fo ftrong, were endeavoured to be dif? 
fipated; wine even was had recourfe tQ, that 
the depreffed fpirit might be renovated. The 
king converfcd with the foldiers, diftributed 
provifions gratis, in fine, exhaufted every means, 
imagination could fupply and time could ad^ 
mit^ to awaken confidence in the troops, with** 
out which all hope of vidory is vain. 

The countenances of the men began already 
to be cheerful j and thofe who had beaten the 
French at Rofbach perfuaded their comrades to 
take heart. A little repofc reftored the foldier, 
and the army was difpofed to walhout.the ftain, 
received on the azd, whenever any occafioa 
fliould prefent itfelf. This occafion the king 
fought afi:er, and it was prefently found. He 
advanced on the 4th to Neumarkt, was with 
the van-guard of the huffars, and heard the 
enemy had eftabliftied a bakery in that town, 
that it was garnilhed with pandours, and that 
thp army of Daun was expeded. 

.03 The 
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The heights fituated beyond Neumarkt 
would give the enemy advantagfe, ftiould he bd 
permitted to occupy this height ; and the dif- 
ficulty was to take it, for the infantry was not 
come up, nor could join the van-guard before 
night. There was no artillery prelcnt. The 
huflars were the only troops ready to aft, and 
it was refblved to make a virtue of neceffity. 
The king, unwilling to admit the prince of 
Lorrain to encamp in his prefence, made fome 
fquadrons ol hu0ars alight, fent them to force 
the town-gate, and a regiment on horfeback, 
entered full gallop. Another regiment pafled 
the fuburbs, and gained the gate of Breflau, 
and the attack was fo fuccefsful that eight hun« 
dred Croats were made prifoners by the huflars. 
The place of encampment was immediately 
occupied, and the piquets and traces which the 
Auftrian engineers had left, to mark out the 
pofition of their troops, were there found. /The 
prince of Wuftembcrg took the command of 
th^yan-guard, and it was reinforced at night 
by ten battalions, with which he encamped at 
Kammendorf. The cavalry pafled the defile 
on fhe fame day; the main body of the infantry 
cantoned in the town of Neumarkt, and the 
neighbouring villages, 

J*ofitivQ 
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Pofitive intelligence now informed the king 
chat the prince of Lorrain had quitted the camp 
of the Lohe, and had advanced beyond Lifla ; 
that his right was fupported at the village of 
Nypern, his left at Golau, and. his rear by the 
fmaH rivulet of Schweidnitz. The king W4$ 
rejoiced to find the enemy in a poiitibn that 
added fuch facility to his wifties ; for he was 
obliged and determined to attack the Auftrians 
wherever he could meet them, were it even 
at the Zobtenberg. The difpofition of the 
march was immediately formed, and the army 
put in motion, on the 5th, by dawn of day* 
It was preceded by a van-guard of fixty {qua* 
drons and ten battalions, headed by the king iji 
perfon. The four columns of the army follow- 
ed, at a fmall diftance ; the infantry formed the 
centra, and the wings were compofed of cavalry. 
Approaching the village of Born, the van-guard 
difcovered a grand line of cavalry, the right of 
which extended 'towards LifTa, and the left 
more advanced was fupported by a wood, that 
was on the right of the Pruflian army. Tbiis 
was fuppofed to be a wing of the Auftriang, 
^hofe centre could not be feen. The officers 
fent'to reconnoitre affirmed it w^s the van«- 
guard: it was learnt alfo that general Noftit? 
was th« comiwnder, and that the torps con- 

O 4 fiftcd 



ftc6 * POSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

Cftcd of four regiments of Saxon dragoons, and 
two of Imperial huffars, 
• For the greater certainty, ten battalions 
glided into the wood that covered the left flank 
of Noftitz, on which the Pruffian cavalry, 
having formed, fell with great heat. The regi- 
ments were difperfed in a moment, and pur- 
fued to the front of the Auftrian army. Five 
officers and eight hundred men were taken, 
and were marched in prefence of the columns 
to Neumarkt, to animate the foldiery by the 
Example of fuccefs. It was with difficulty the 
king reftrained the fury of the huffars; they 
^*crc on the very aft of attacking the centre of 
Bic Auftriaa army, when they were aflfenbled, 
between the villages of Heyde and Frobelvitz, 
within tannon-flipt of the enemy. 

Here the Imperial army was fo perfeftly 
^iftinguilhed that it might be counted man by 
man. Its right, known to be at Nypern, was 
concealed by the great wood '^ of Liffa; but of 
the centre arid the left nothing was invifible. Oh 
the firft infpeftion of them and thfe ground on 
ivhich they ftood, it was judged neceffary to 
make the grand attacks on the kft wing, which 
was extended on a fmall hill encumbered with 
pine-trees, but ill-fupported. This pdSt car- 
irjcd, die advantage of ground would be gained 

fpT 
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I 

for the remainder of the battle, becaufe from 
that part there was one continual defcent to* 
ward Nypern : inftead of which, ftiould the cen- 
tre be aflauked, the right wing of the Auflxians 
might, by traverfing the wood of Lifla, have 
taken the Pruffians in flank : and ftill this hill 
muft have, finally been attacked, for it com- 
inanded the whole plain. To have delayed 
would have been to have referved the greateft 
difficulty to the time when the troops muft be 
harafled, fatigued, and incapable of grand 
efforts ; whereas, by conquering the greateft 
danger at the commencement, advantage was 
taken of the firft ardour of the foldier, and 
the' remainder of his tafk became eafy. 

In confequence of this chain of reafoning, 

the army was incontinently difpofed to attack 

the left. The columns that had been formed 

had their order reverfed. They were placed in 

two lines, and the platoons with a quarter-wheel 

filed off to the right. The king, with his huffars, 

kept pace with the march of his army upon a 

fucceffion of hillocks, which concealed the mo- 

tions^ from the enemy that were made behind 

the hillocks ; dnd, being between the two armies, 

lie could obferve that of the Auftrians, and 

dircft the march of his own. Confidential of- 

|icers were fent, fome to obferve the right 

of 
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of Daun, others toward Canth to watch the 
motions of Draikbwitz, who there was encamp- 
ed. The enemy at the fame time was recon- 
noitred along the rivulet of Schweidnitz, that 
there might be no apprehenfion he ftiould come 
upon the rear, when the battle (hould be begun. 
The plan the king was preparing to execute was 
to bring his whole army on the left flank of the 
Imperialifts, to make his grand eflTorts with his 
Tight, and to refufe the enemy his left, with all 
that forcfight whicih might avoid faults iGmilar 
to thofe committed at the battle of Prague, 
and which had caufed the lofs of the battle of 
Kolio. 

Akcady had Wedel, who with his ten hat* 
talions of the van-guard was to form the hrO, 
attack, marched in front of the army. The 
van of the columns had already gained the 
rivulet of Schweidnitz, without being perceived 
by the foe. Maribal Daun underftood the 
motion of the Pruffians as a retreat, and faid 
to prince Charles of Lorrain — " Thefe good 
*< folks arc going, let them go*' — ^Wedel however 
)iad formed before the two lines of infantry on the 
right. His attack was fupported by a battery of 
twenty twelve-pounders, formed of the cannon 
which the king had taken from the ramparts of 
Clogay. The fijil line rc^eive^ orders to ad- 
vance , 
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vance in (hort ranks^ like the fteps of a ladder^ 
the battalions keeping fifty paces in the rear of 
each other, fb that, the line being in motion^ 
the extremity of the right was a thoufand paces 
in advance to the extremity of^the left ; an^l 
this difpofition rendered it impoffible to engage 
without orders. 

Wedel now attacked the wood where Na4afti 
commanded, found no great refiftance, and car* 
ried it with promptitude. The Auftrian generals^ 
feeing thcmfelves turned and taken in flank, 
endeavoured to change their pofition; endea^ 
voured, but too late, to fornj a line parallel 
to the Pruffian front. The whole art of the 
king's generals was employed to rob them of 
time. The Prqlfians had already gained a 
height which commanded the village of Leu- 
then ; and, at fhe very inftant when the ene- 
my wifhed to throw infantry into this village, 
a fecond battery, of twenty twelve-pounders, 
played on them with fuph timely cffeCt that 
they gave up the attempt, and retreated. Th« 
Auftrians, on the fide where Wedel fought, 
feized on the bank befide the rivulet, to prevent 
him frcMn fweeping their hne in its whole extent. 
But Wedel did not fuffer them long to remaia 
here : after a combat more obftinate than the 
preceding, they were obliged to give ground.. 

Zietben 
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Zicthen at the fame time charged the enemy *$ 
cavalry, and put it to the rout. Some fqua- 
drons of his right were taken in flank, from the 
bulhes on the banks of the rivulet, by a volley 
of cafe (hot ^fhich came unexpe(Skedly, and re- 
pulfed bis corps ; but it formed again belidc 
the infantry. The officers who were ordered to 
obferve the right of Daun then came to inform 
the king this right was croffing the wood of 
Lifla, and would inftantly appear in the plain : 
in confequence of which Driefen received 
orders to advance, with the left wing of the 
Pruffian cavalry. When the Auftrian. cuiraffiers 
began to form, near Leuthen, they were falutedj 
from the central battery of the king, with a coi»- 
plete volley, and attacked at the fame time by 
Driefen. The difpute was but (hort. The Im- 
perialifts were difperfed, and flpd routed. The 
line of infantry that had formed befide thefe 
cuiraffiers, behind Leuthen, was taken in flank 
-by the regiment of Bareuth; which, driving 
•them -on the volunteers of Wunfch, took two 
entire regiments^ officers and colours, 
• The enemyV infantry being totally difperfed, 
the king advanced with the centre of his in-^ 
'fentfy on Leuthen. The fire was hot and Ihort, 
-for the Auftrimi infantry was only fcattered 
among tlic houfes and gardens. Leaving the 
^^ village. 
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village, a new line of infantry was perceived, 
which the Auftrian generals had formed, on an 
eminence, near the wind-mill of Segefchutz. 
The army of the king was obliged to fuftain 
their fire * fome time ; but the foe did not per- 
ceive, amid this confufion, that the corps of 
Wedel was in his neighbourhood. The Auftrians 
were fuddcnly taken in flank and rear, by this 
brave and able general ; and that excellent 
manoeuvre afcertained viftory, and ended this 
important battle. 

The king coUefted the firft troops that pre- 
lented themfelves, and went in purfuit of the 
enemy, with the cuirafliers of Seidlitz and a bat- 
talion of Jung-Stutterheim, direfting his march 
between the rivulet of Schweidnitz and the 
wood of Lifla. The darknefs became fo great 
that he fent fome horfemen forward, to re- 
connoitre the forefts, and to bring intelligence. 
He occafionally caufed voUies of artillery to be 
fired toward Liffa, whither the main army of the 
Auftrians had fled. Approaching this town, 
the van-guard fuftained a difcharge from about 
two battalions, but not a man was wounded. 
It replied with fire from the artillery, ftill con- 
tinuing its march. As he proceeded, the cuiraf- 
fiers of Seidlitz brought in prifoners by troops. 
Arrived at Lifla, the king found all the houfes 

^ filled 
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filled with fugitives, and the difperfed m^n of 
the Imperial army. He immediately feized the 
bridge, on which he placed his artillery, with 
orders to fire while any powder remained. The 
enemy retired On the road to Brefl^u^ tod he 
threw fome platoons of infantry into the houfes 
neareft the rivulet of Schweidnitz, that they 
might fire on the oppofitc fhore, during the 
who|e night, either to keep up the panic of the > 
vanquiftied, or to prevent them from fending 
troops on the oppofite fide, that might on the 
morrow difpute the paflTage. 

The battle began at one o'clock, and it was 
eight when the king arrived with his van-guard 
at Liffa. When his army engaged with the 
Imperialifts, who were faid to amount to fixty 
thoufand combatants, he was thirty-three thou- 
fand ftrong. Had not night come on, this battle 
would have been one of the moft decifive of the 
age. 

The troops had no time to reft. They left 

Lifla (6th) while it was yet night, took many 

of the enemy's ftragglers, and arrived about ten 

o'clock on the banks of the Lx)he ; where, in 

! dcfpite of the ftrong rear-guard under the com* 

« fnand of SerbcUoni, pofted near Grofs-Mochber, 

I ten battalions pafled the rivulet^ They were 

I formed in a ravin, fheltered from the Auftrian 

^ artillery, 

1 • . ■■ 
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artillery, and huflkrs were fent bekind the vil^ 
lages and hamlks, in ambufcade, where they 
remained covered, and ready to aft whenever 
occafion (hould require, Serbelloni haftened 
his retreat as much as poffible, and retired about 
two in the afternoon toward Breflau, Ziethen, 
with all the huflars, twenty fquadrons of dra- 
goons, and fixteen battalions, as fpeedily fol- 
lowed. A party of the Auftrians threw them- 
felves in a diforderly manner into Breflau ; and 
this rear-guard, infpired with terror, and retiring 
in confiifion, loft many men on its march. 
Ziethen purfued the army of marihal Daun 
through Boraii, Reichenbach, and Kunzendorf, 
to Reichenau, where he was joined by Fouquet, 
who came with fome troops fromGlatz, and they 
drove the Auftrians thence into Bohemia. 

The king on his fide formed the circumval- 
lation of Breflau, on the 7 th. Pofts were taken 
at the fuburb of St. Nicholas, at Gabitz, at the 
Lehmgruben, at Hube, and at Durgenfch; 
and, ^s military reafons required the city (hould 
be in like manner inclofed on the other fide of 
the Oder, the king fent orders to Wied, who 
had been ill at Brieg, to leave this place with 
three battalions, to which were added five 
fquadrons, and to take poft on the grand caufe-^ 
way that leads from Breflau to Hundsfeld. Here 

he 
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he intrenched himfelf to the beft of his powcfr*, 
to prevent the garrifon from efcaping into Po-» 
land, (hould it make the attempt. 

Preparations then were made for a fiege. 
Tlic king drew ammunition, artillery, and itior^ 
tars, of which he flood in need, from the fort- 
refles of Brieg and Neifs. On the loth fix bat- 
talions took poffeffion of the fuburb of Ohlau, 
and fixed themfelves at the convent of the order 
of mercy, from which they drove the pandours, 
Forcade took poft in the church-yard of St. 
Maurice, where a battery was raifcd protedted 
by the walls ; and, to divert the attention of the 
governor, prince Ferdinand of Pruffia erefted 
. a battery, and threw up one end of an intrench- 
ment, in the fuburb of St. Nicholas, that he 
might be led to believe the Pruffians meant to 
make their attacks on that fide; while Balby 
drew liis parallel from the church-yard of St, 
Maurice, extending oppofite to the gate of 
Schweidnitz. From this parallel two grand 
croffing batteries direfted their fire on the 
Tafchen-baftion, and on the cavalier by which 
it is commanded. The befieged made a poor 
defence. They attempted a fally through the 
fuburb of Poland, on the fide where Wied com- 
manded, in which they loft three hundred men. 
On the 1 6th a bomb by chance fet fire to a 
I powder- 
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powder magazine of the Tafcheri-baftioh. Thd 
epaulement was blown up, and its ruins formed 
a kind of breach. The cold became fo feverd 
that the governor dreaded, in defpite of his pre- 
cautions, the moats being frozen, left the Pruf* 
fianslnould make an aflault) and the place ihould 
this way be taken. He likcwife knew the Im-« 
perial army was driven into Bohemia, and that 
he could cxpe(5t no fuccoun Thefe confidera- 
tions induced him to capitulate; and he and 
his whole garrifon furrendcred prifoners of war ; 
on which occafion fourteen thoufand men be- 
fieged . and captured feventeen thoufand* But 
it muft be remembered a part of this garrifon 
confifted of the fugitives of Leuthen ; and that 
in general neither fortifications nor numbers 
defend a town, but that all depends' on the 
ftrength or weakncfs of the underftanding and 
the courage of the commander. 

We have without interruption related the in- 
cidents of this expedition into Silefia; perhaps 
it will not be improper h^re to give an abftraA 
of the lofles of each party. 

The Pruffians, at the battle of Leuthen, only 
loft two thoufand fix hundred and fixty men in 
killed ' and wounded ; becaufe that they there 

P obtainedj 
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obtained, the firft attack excepted, the advan- 
tage of ground. 

The Auftrians on this day loft three hundred 
and feven officers, twenty-one thoufand foldiers, 
one hundred and thirty-four cannon, and fifty* 
nine pair of colours. Generals Ziethen and 
Fouquet took twp thoufand five hundred pri- 
foners, in purfuit. The capture of Breflau coA 
the enemy thirteen generals, fix hundred and 
eighty-fix officers, and feventeen thoufand fix 
hundred and thirty-five common men. The 
fum total was forty-one thoufand four hundred 
and forty-feven, by which the Imperial army 
was enfeebled on its return into Bohemia. 

Long, fevere, and painful as this campaign 
had been, and fortunate as was its conclufion, 
ftill another expedition remained to be under- 
taken, fo great were the lofles that bad happened 
in Silefia. The town of Lignitz muft be re- 
covered, where the Imperialifts had made in- 
undations and erefted works. Hither the king 
fent Driefen, who with a corps of cavalry had 
held the place inverted from the 1 6th, and, on 
the 25th, Prince Maurice came up, with a de- 
tachment of infantry, regularly to lay fiege to 
the town. All was prepared, the artillery 
arrived, and Bulow, whom Daun had appointed 
governor, preferred the prefervation of his gar- 
i rifon 
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rifon to a defence which muft finally hiave beeji 
inefficacious. He cajpitulated on condition ht 
and his troops had free leave to depart. This 
was williugly granted, becaufe the men were 
fatigued to excefs, and the ground was fo frozen 
that It could not be opened by fpade and pick- 
a:^. The works and fluiccs were rafed, that^ 
fliould the enemy take it a fecond time, it 
might not haftily be put in a ftate of defence^ 
or be made a place of arms. The whole <:avalry 
was afterward employed in the blockade oi 
Schweidnitz, the fiege of which was delayed 
till the approaching fpring» The corps of 
Ziethen formed a line which, extending from 
Schmiedeberg through Landftiut, Friedland> 
and Braunau, terminated at Glatz. On the 6tll 
of January the troops went into winter quarters^ 
and the king remained at Breflau, that hd 
might watch over affairs perfonally, prepare all 
neceffaries to re-complete the army and put it 
in a good condition ; and that he might early 
cpmmence the enfuihg campaign* 

To conclude the hiftory of the events of the 
year, it ftill remains for us to report what paffed 
in Pruffia, between marlhals Lehwald and 
Apraxin, and what the Swedes performed in 
Pomerania. Apraxin approached the frontiers 
of Pruffia in the month of June, at the head of 
P a a hundred 
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ft hundred thoufaad men. His main army 
marched toward Grodno, the capital of Polifli 
Lithuania. Fermor, with a corps of twenty 
thoufand men, aided by the Ruffian fleet, laid 
fiege to Memel, which was taken by capitula- 
tion on the 5th of July. Lehwald had pro- 
pofed to defend the banks of the Pregel, and 
had encamped at Infterburg, whence he ob- 
ferved Apraxin. After Memel had furrendercd, 
the enemy penetrated into iPruffia, and ap- 
proached Infterburg; while Fermor on his 
part inclined toward the Pregel. This feemed 
to be the moment when Lehwald ought to 
have afted decifively, and to have given battle 
to one of the generals. An opportunity more 
favourable perhaps would not prefent itfelf. 
The corps of Fermor, that arrived at Tilfit, 
gave him apprehenfions j he feared being turn- 
ed, and retired to Welau. He had two regi- 
ments of huffars in his army, amounting at 
the utmoft to two thoufand four hundred men ; 
which huflars not only made head againft twelve 
thoufand Tartars ind Coflacks, whom the Ruf- 
fians drew after them, but during the whole 
campaign obtained many fignal advantages over 
thefe enemies. 

( Auguft.) After the retreat of marlhal Leh- 
wald, Apraxin, being under no conftraint, 

joined 
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joined Fermor at Infterburg. They both ad- 
vanced, inarching befide the AUer, and en- 
camped at Jsegerndorf, a mile and a half 
from the Pruffian army. The king had given 
full powers to Lehwald to aft as he (hould 
think proper ; as well becaufe of the diftance 
of the place as becaufe the parties, which often 
hovered round the army of the king, might 
intercept difpatches of much confequence. Leh- 
wald, who dreaded left a corps of Ruffians 
Ihould approach Konigft^erg, the works of 
which were too vaft for defence, and that the 
place fliould be taken in which were his maga-* 
2zines, while he Ihould be kept in awe by the 
Ruffian marftial, imagined he could not more 
cfTeftually impede any fuch attempt than by 
giving battle to the foe : for which reafon he 
determined to march and attack him in his camp 
at Jagerndorf. 

He put himfdf in motion on the 29th, and 
inclined toward the wood, where he came 
precifely upon the flank of the Ruffians. Had 
be made his attack without delay, he would, 
apparently, have been fuccefsful. Though his; 
corps only amounted to twenty-four thoufand 
ipen, he might hope for the advantage be* 
caufe the Ruffians were furprifed by his arrival, 
iM not expeft an attack, and their camp was 
P 3 , ia 
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in great confufion. They were befidc ill p6ftcd, 
and there was no obftacle to prevent his march- 
ing upon them immediately. What were the 
rcafons that reftrained him, and bccafldned bin* 
to defer that till fhe morrdw which he ought 
inftantly to have puf in execution, it is irti-r 
poffible to fay. 

He gave battle on the 30th. The huffars 
and Pruffian dragoons made the Ruffian cavalry 
and the Coffacks by whom they were oppofed 
give way, and drove them to the camp. The 
enemy had changed his pofition, during the 
night, whence it refulted that the difpofitions 
made by marflial Lehwald, the day before, tQ 
attack him as he was then poftcd, no longer 
correfponded with the ground. His cavalry of 
the left neverthelefs affailed that of the Ruf- * 
fians, and drove it to the rear of its van. But 
here the Pruflians met fo hot a fire of artillery 
and cafe-(hot that tl^ey were obliged to rejoin the 
infantry. It was at this moment that Lelwald 
attacked a wood full of abatis, in which the 
Ruffians had placed their grenadiers. The? 
wood was in the centre of the army of Apraxiri; 
^he grenadiers were beaten, and almoft cut ofFj 
but the intricate braky ground where this 
aftion pafled concealed a manoeuvre, which the 
^nemy th^ rnade, from the Pruffians, and 
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which became fatal. Romanzow advanced 
with twenty battalions of the fecond line to the 
fuppdit pf the grenadiers. He took the Pruffian 
infantry in flank and rear. It loft ground in- 
fenfibly, and at length was obliged to retire, 
which it did in good order, while the dragoons 
and huflars covered its retreat. This corps, 
which was not purfued by the enemy, returned 
to Welau and aflumed its former camp. In this 
battle the marfhal only loft, dead, wounded, 
and prifoners, fourteen hundred men, and thir^ 
teen pieces of artillery. 

Apraxin remained fome days in hjs camp at 
Jaegerndorf. On the 7th of September he made 
a feint of paffing the AUer, and of marching 
immediately for Koniglberg ; but he certainly 
could not be very intent on this expedition; 
for, finding a Pruffian corps that difputed the 
paflage of the river, he dcfifted from his at- 
tempt. Ten days after he fuddenly decamped 
from Jscgerndorf, and retired toward the fron- 
tiers of Poland. Marlhal Lehwald, for form 
fake, fojlowed him as far as Tilfit, lefs with a 
defign to engage with the rear-guard than tp 
impofe upon the public. The difproportion 
of ftrength was too great between the two ar* 
mies, and the check the Pruflians had received 
tQQ recew. H^ obtained his wifhes without in- 
P 4 ' curring 
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curring any danger ; for the enemy, of his own 
motion, retiring into Poland, he had but tp 
fuffer him tranquilly to purfue his march. 

Marlhal Apraxin evacuated all Prufjia, Me^- 
mel excepted, of which the Rilflians remained 
in poffeffion. The Prviflian army halted i|i 
the vicinity of Tilfit, too fortunate to be thus 
cheaply difencuqibered of a foe fo formidable. 
But, though it had efcap^d the calamities by 
which it was threatjsned for this caqipaign, it 
lyas little probable if wpuld long enjoy the fame 
good fortune. Had marihal Lehwald poffefled 
the talents of prince Eugene, how might he, 
pltimately, with twenty-four thoufand Pruflians, 
Jiave refifted an army qf a hundred thoufand men ? 
The king h^d too niany enemies to combat, 
ftnd his troops were too mqch diminiflied, fqr 
Jiim to be able to fend fuccour to his ?irmy of 
Prul^a. It was to be feared, pay jt might he 
predifted, that the Ruffians by gaining greater 
Hnowledge would extend their views, correfl: 
the faults they had committed, and would, ^t 
the commencement of the next campaign, de- 
tach a confiderable corps toward the Viftul^, 
which (hould expofe Lehwald to the peril of 
toeing cut off from Ppmerani^. There w^s 
pvery reafon to fear that, furrounded by enemies 
(g numerous, he would haye undergone a fate 
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fimilar to that of the duke of Cumberland ; with 
this difference, that the Ruffians, not fo polite as 
the French, would have obliged him to lay 
down his arms. 

The Swedes had only made a progrefs in 
Pomerani^ becaufe they had met with no refift- 
anc?. They wer^ in poffeffion of Anclam, 
l)emmin, and th^ fort of Peenamundc, which 
they had taken after ^ fortnight's fiegCt The 
garrifon of Stettin cpnfifted in ten battalions of 
militia, that had been rajfed by the ftates of 
Pomerania. Manteufel, ^t the he^d of four 
battalions, was not in force fufficient to fortti 
^ny grand plans. Should the armies remain 
divided as they then were, the king would 
incur the greateft rilks in Pruffia, and at the 
fame time hazard the invaiion of Pomerani* 
by the Swedes. He therefore refolved to con- 
centrate his forqes more that he might proceed 
with the greater fccurity, and to abandon the 
extremities, which the number of hjs enemies 
po longer permitted him to defi?nd. 

Thefe niotives induced him to recal Lehwald 
and his arniy from Tilfit. The marlhal imme^ 
diately marched into Pomerania againft thp 
Swedes, whom he quickly diflodged from An- 
clam and Demmin* They were foon driven 
under the pennon pf Strajfynd, whence, nqt 

thinking 
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blinking thcmfeWes in fafcty, they retired, 
and took refuge in the iflc of Rugcn. A great 
froft came on, by which the arm of the fea 
that feparates this iiland from Pomerania was 
frozen over. Marihal Lehwald might have 
profited by the occafion, had not his great age 
prevented him ; he might have marched over 
the ice with his army, and have deftroyed all 
thefe Swedifli troops. Such an occafion would, 
at leaft for a time, have delivered the king of 
an enemy who made a vexatious diverfion. 
Though marihal Lehwald did not attempt all 
that he might have done, ftill he made three 
thoufand Swedes prifoners, in this fhort ex- 
pedition. A detachment that he fcnt to befiege 
the fort of Peenamimde did not take the place 
before the month of March, in the enfuing 
year. 

The multifarious obje<fls that were to be 
attended to during this campaign were im- 
menfe. Preffed to make efforts on every fide, 
fucccfs might only be obtained by employing 
the fame troops in various places. Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick was in want of cavalry 
for his army, and this xnuft neceffarily be fent 
him for the cnterprife he meditated. As it was 
for the benefit of the king that the French fliould 
l^t driven from Lower Saxony and the Lower 

Rhincj 
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Rhine, that he might contribute on his part 
as much as his fituation would permit, he de^ 
tached ten fquadro'nsf of dragoons and five of 
huflars from the army of marfhal Lehwald, with 
orders to join prince Ferdinand of^Brunfwick 
ftt Stade. The prince immediately made an 
attempt on Zell which was unfuccefsful ; firft 
becaufe the duke de Richelieu, having fore- 
feen his intention, prevented him from pafling 
the AUer ; and again, becaufe this barren coun- 
try, which produced nothing but heath, could 
pot furnifti him with fubfiftence. 

Notwithftanding this defign failed, he foon 
after took Harburg. The king afterward con- 
certed with him the plan of his campaign. 
His advice was that the allies Ihould incline for 
the Wefer, and for two reafons. Thie firft, that 
they ought not to ruin the capitals of the eleftor- 
4te of Hanover and the dutchy of Brunfwick, by 
laying fiege to them for their recovery : thefecond 
was to Jnfpire the French with the fear of being 
.cut pfFfrom the Rhine, which would induce them 
wilfully to evacuate thefe provinces ; efpecially 
if a detachment of Pruffians (hould, at the fame 
• time, appear on the fide of Brunjfwick. Prince 
Henry, who had remained in Saxony for the 
cure of the wound which he h^d received at 

Roftach, 
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Rofbach^ was to conunand this detachment* 
The plan was well laid, and we (hall fee, 
at the commencement of the following cam^ 
paign, the fuccefs which accompanied prince 
Ferdinand in its execution. 
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CHAP. VII. 

ne JFinter of 1757 to 1758. / 

NEVER was campaign more fruitful in 
fudden changes than that the hiftory of 
which we have juft concluded. That chance 
which prefides over the incidents of war had 
infolently fported with the deftiny of the belli- 
gerent powers. At one time it had beftowed 
on Pruflia the moft brilliant fuccefs ; at another 
it had hurled her headlong into an abyfs of 
miferies. The Ruffians had gained a battle in 
Pruffia, yet had retreated as if they had been 
vanqui(hed. The French, on the point of dif- 
arming the duke of Cumberland, appeared to 
be the umpires oY Germany : yet fcarcely had 
this news time to be rumoured throughout 
Europe, before the defeat of one of their armies 
was publilhed, and the refurreftion of the army 
of the duke, which was fuppofed to be for ever 
extind, was beheld. Such a fucceffion of deci- 
five yet contradiftory events had as it were 
ftupified Europe. Incertitude was feen to at- 
tend projeftors; defigns were no fooner con- 
ceived than overthrown, and armies were almoft 

dcftroyed in a fingle day. 
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Some moments of tranquillity were requifite 
for the mii\(}s of men to recover their recol- 
le6tion, and that each power might coolly con- 
fider its ^fti»l fituation. Here wer^ beheld the 
burning defire of vengeance, wounded ambi- 
tion, vexation, and defpair, arming ^e ha^d 
frf* cmpeirors a^d of kings who formed the 
grand alliance. There was feen the neceffity 
of continuing Wa,r; and ra^ys erf hope (hone 
fortfarcm Pruffia, inducing her to exert berutmoft 
efibrts for felf-defence. Renovated fermenta* 
tion gavi a renovated degree of aftivity to 
{K)Utics and to courts. Each {»:epared to carry 
OP the war with additional obftinacy, fury, and 
deftru^aion. 

Such is the general pidture of the paffiqns 
which agitated kings and their minifters. The 
iiature of this worjk requires us to enter intp 
the moft circumftantial details; and tl\at we 
ihould take a fucceffive retrofped of all the 
courts of Europe, that we may diftindtly figure 
to ourfclves what was paflSng in each. 

.During the laft autumn a change had taken 
place in the Britilh miniftry. Fox, who had in*- 
trudingly been made a member of it by th^ 
intrigues of the duke of Cumberland, fa\r 
himfelf unable to maintain his ftation againii 
the oppofing party. He refolved vohantarily 

to 
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to refign, and was fuccceded by Pitt, whc^e 
eloquence and high genius had rendered him 
the idol of the nation. He was the greatefl: 
man in England. He bad fubjugated the 
houfe of commons by the force of oratory, over 
which he reigned^ and of which he might be 
pronounced the fouL Having taken the helm^ 
he applied the whole extent «f his genius to ren- 
der his country queen of the ocean, and like * 
great man flKxight the convention of Cloftcr-Se- 
ven difgricefol, which he re^rded as opprobri- 
ous to England. His firft fteps in his new career 
all tended to abolifli the very remembrance of 
this fhameful treaty. He it was who propded 
to reinforce the troops of Germany by an £ng^ 
Jifli corps, which corps efFcaualiy joined theni 
in the year 1758. He ffill fiirther judged it 
conducive to the nation's glory to renew the 
alliances that had been contmfted, as well with , 
the king of Pruffia as with other princes of 
Germany. He concluded a treaty with the 
king, by one article of which the king of Eng- 
land engaged, to pay the king of Pruffia an an- 
nual fiibfidy of four millions pf crowns, which 
was continued to the year 1 76 1 • The king faw 
himfelf under the neceffity of accepting this 
fubfidy, which otherwife was repugnant to his 
manner of thinking. But the French had de- 
fpoiled him of the provinces he poffelTcd on the 
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Lower Rhine, and he vasonthe eve of beholding 
Pruflia invaded by the RufSans, whom he was die 
lefs enabled to impede fince marflial Lehwald 
had been obliged to haften into Pomeraniaj and 
oppofe the Swedes. This fubfidy was befide 
the only fuccour that might be obtained from 
England, fince (he had various times declined 
the requefl that had been made to fend a fqua* 
dron.into the Baltic. 

Pitt, about this time, fent Sir Robert Keith 
into Ruifia, there to countera6t the intrigues of 
the French and Auftrian fadion, and to endea- 
vour to remove the film firom the eyes of the 
emprefs, blinded by the prejudices with which 
(he had been infpired againft the king of Pruflia. 
Mr. Goderick* departed with fimilar views for 
Sweden ; but the French party, who defpotically 
governed the fenate of Stockholm, put every 
.fpring in adion to interdidt all entrance into 
the kingdom to this Englifhman. Goderick 
remained in Denmark, and the fenators ap- 
plauded themfclves for having prevented the 
money of England from overturning their 
fyftem. While Pitt was taking meafures fo 
proper refpefting politics, the ports of Great 
Britain abounded with fhips; plans for war 
by land and fea were concerted, and new 

* Rcad-^ir John Goodrickc. T. 
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^ idivity reanimated every branch of govern- 
hient. 

Keith> who in the iilt^rim had aitivcd at 
P.cterfbui'g, found hot the court in a difpofition 
iivourable to iiften to the purport of his cmBafly. 
The ambafladors of Auftria, France, and Saxbiiy, 
were there all puiffant. By the aid of their in- 
trigues, and the profufion of their bribes, they 
had gained the favourite of Elizabeth, who 
then governed the empreiTs, Cohlequently the 
empire,^ The ambafladors, difgufted with the 
iinaU prdgrcfs of the Jlufli^n'afniy, arid parti- 
cularly with its retreat, at the clofe of the laft 
campaign, endeavoured to animate the mihd 
bf the emprefs with their own warlike enthu- 
iiafin, aiid excited her to make ftiU jgreater ef- 
forts in the coming yiar than Ihe had done in 
tJiepaft. They perceived that their intentions 
Verc ifecretly traveried by the grand chancellor 
'Beftuchdf, and thiey determined His downfal, 
in which they were effeftually fuccefsful. 

We have in this work dcpiftid CMnt Beftu- 
chef as a man who had Changed pafiion into 
principle, and had become the fworn enemy 
of Ptuflia : but he renounced his fyftem that, 
he might plcafe the grand duke, who he fore- 
faw would foon afcend the thront. He gave 
Q^ inftn3&bn$ 
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inftnjftions to marflxal Apraxin in a manner &i 
favourable as circumftances would permit, 
and this was the fole caufe that the Ruffians 
evacuated the ftates of the king at the clofe of 
the campaign. Befliuchef was encouraged i9> 
this conduct by the counfels of the grand duk« 
•nd grand dutcbefs of Ruffia, who mutu^ly 
entertained the mod £ivoiirable fentiments of 
the caufe of the king* The grand duke^ 
by birth prince of Holftein, had acquired from 
the hiftpry^ of his anceftors an implacable hatred 
againft die Danes, occafioned by the bjufticr 
the kings of Denmark had committed on his 
family. Fearing the afiair^ of the king mi^t 
oblige him to an alliance with the Danes, be 
offered his credit, and every fervice be could 
render him in RuSa, provided he would ncc 
enter into any engagi^nent with thefe coxv 
ftaiit Cdemies of Holftein. His offers were ac^ 
cepted by the king, who promised to enter imo 
no treaty with Denmark; and, though this 
condcfcenfion was of no prefent advantage, it 
will hereafter be feen that it was this his clofe 
connexion with the grand duke of Ruflia that 
overthrew the vaft projefts of Aufbia^ 

However fecret all thcfe affairs m^ht be kept, 
Aill fomething was perceived : the ambaflfado^ 
of France and Auftria iaw the condud of the 

grand 
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^and chancellor vary. They obtained cogni« 
tance of the carders that had been expedited to 
Ihnrihal Apraxin, and employed the favourite. 
pf the eihprefs to effe(5t the fall of the miniftcr, 
;imd to ^ffiird every kind of contrariety to the 
court of the grand duke* Prom that moment 
all bowed before chefe amb^ilklors in Ruffia^ 
and they drove the cmprefs Elizabeth into vio- 
lent meafures that were little conformable to the 
true interefts of her empire. 

The court of Vienna had received (hocks 
fo violent, at the clofe of the Jaff campaign^ 
that its fortitude began to be (haken, Auftria 
had fuppofed the war was almoft terminated^ 
and regarded the conqueft of Silefia as acconv 
plilhed* Suddenly deprived of thefe flaittering 
hopes, (he had beheld her army ruined, and 
its (battered remains with difficulty efcitping iitUO 
Bohemia. Misfortunes (b unexpedted relaxed 
her ardour for war, andfo many prcgefts rendered 
abortive dimini(hed her diilike^ or rather her 
infurmountable aver(ion/ to peace. The (lyk 
of her chancery, and the memorials of Rati(bonj 
became milder, but bitternefs and rudenefs re^ 
rived with renovating hope. While the firfk 
imprefTions of misfortune were ftrong, the em^ 
prefs queen wifhed fome intercoiufe with ihfi 
king; whether it were to begin a ncgotiatic^ 
0^2 or 
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or to acquire the honour of magnauumi{y« 
Count Kaunitz informed the king of an ima* 
ginary confpiracy againfl hinit entered into by 
.two Neapolitans and a Milanefe. The king 
replied he was obliged to the emprefs queen for 
the information (he had been pleafed to give 
him ; but as there were two modes of aflaffina- 
tion, the one by the poniard, the other by inju- 
rious and di(honourable wridngs, he afilired her 
majefty that he concerned himfelf little with the 
firft, but that his feelings were infinitely more 
flrong refpedting the fecond. This did not 
prevent indecency and fcandal from being con«« 
tinued in thefe writings; nor even from in* 
creafingy according as fuccefs favoured the 
arms of Auftria. 

France heard with chagrin of the pacific pro* 
penfities of the emprefs queen, becaufe that the 
defcftion of Auftria would have been very con- 
liderably prejudicial to her affairs, while flie 
ihould continue at war with the Englifh by fea and 
land. Louis XV. piqued at the difgrace which the 
battle of Rofbach had inilided, hoped by the con- 
tinuation of war to find opportunity of revenge; 
and the minifters of France laboured, at Vienna, 
with infinite application, to inflame the paffions 
that began to be calmed at that court. The (hame 
ef a great power being abafed by a petty prince 
X was 
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was what weighed moil on the mind of the* 
cmprcfs. Ancient animofity againft Pruilia 
was awakened; all difpofitions toward peace 
vaniihed; and the conneftions of friendlhip 
and intelligence between the courts of Vienna' 
and Verfailles became more than ever intimate. 
Thus, fer from the powers with which Pruffia- 
was at war being repulfed by her fuccefs^ they 
undertook to redouble their efforts, that they 
might appear fuperlatively formidable and 
dangerous, at the opening of the enfuing cam- 
paign. 

The king likewife took fimilar meafures for 
the re-eilablifhment of the army^ during winter^ 
that it might be enabled to a6twicb vigour. 
The lofles that had refulted from f<;ven pitched 
battles, which the Prui]ians had fought, were to 
be repaired. But the ravages of war were un« 
equal to the ravages which epidemical xiifeafe 
nuide in the hofpitals. The difeafe we fpeak 
pf was a fpecies of inflammatory fever, accom-^ 
panied with all the fymptoms of the plague. 
The iick became delirious on the day they 
wer^ attacked. Carbuncles appeared o|i the 
neck, and under the arm-pits. Whether they 
were or were not bled it was the fame ; death 
carried off all thofe without diftinftion who 
were attacked by this malady j the venom ^of 

0^3 wbioh 



vfaieh was fo violent^ its progc^s fo rspid^ and 
Its nScSfs fo prompt, that the patient in three 
days was in the grave, i^cfort was ineffedually 
had tQ every kind of remedy. At length eme- 
tics * were employed, and fucceeded. Three 
grains were diflbjved in » meafure of water, 
(he fick were made to drink till the ddfe 
began to operate, and this was found to be z 
fovereign fpecific againft the difeafe ; for^ after 
jt was brought into ufe, fcarcely three out of up 
hundred died. The cauf^s of the difeafe, no 
dou)>t, weriB pcrfpiration ipippded by eold, aii4 
^ldige(liQa occafiqned by bad food. Fowerfi4 
evacuations only were found eff^ual. 

Thoygh the lofies of the army Jn the hofpi* 
tab were confiderable, fu^cie^^ recruits ftiU 
were Golledted, during winter, to ftil tip thefy 
loflfes ; but it was impoffiblc to employ tiieni 
in the ft>ring, becaufe that mpft of them werp 
pcafants, whom it was neceffary to exercifc 
and difcipline ; and the campaign began early. 

The royal houfe this year loft the queen 
mother. The fatal news was ripceived by the 
king after the battje of Koliil, and at the mor 
pient when fortune was moft avetfe to Pruffia. 
His majefty was deeply afFedted. He had 

* On eu recount V imitique. By this phrafc the roya^ 
author probably moans fpme preparation d£ antimoAy. T. 
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venerated and adored this princefsj as a tender 
mother, whofc virtues and great qualities were 
the admiration of ihofc who had the happinefs^ 
to approach hen Her death did not occafion a 
ceremonious mourning ; it was in this inftancc 
a public calamity. The great regretted her 
cafy and gracious affability, men of a fubordi* 
natc rahk her clemency, the poor their loft re- 
fuge, the unfortunate their late refource, men 
of letters their pro^edirefs, and every branch 
of her family that had the honour to be nearest 
her perfbn imagined a part of themfelyes was 
deceafed, and were more fenfible than (he her* 
felf was of the ftroke of deaths 

In the fame year died the fulcan Ofman. 
His fucceflbr had the charafter of being a 
more bold and enterpriling monarchy The 
rumour of his reputation, on his acceflion to 
the throne, rekindled all the intrigues of the 
Pruflian ambaflador at the Porte. The fieur 
von Rexin wiihed to be admitted to an audi* 
ence with the grand feignior ; this favour he 
had more dian a year been interceding to ob* 
tain, fer till it was obtained he could not begin 
thofe negotiations widi which he had been 
charged with the grand vizir and the prin<^ 
cipal officers of the Divan. In the courfe of the 
work we fliaU lee the various forms this nego- 
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tiaiion aflumed^ andlhall have oecafipx). t9 remark 
hov^ little proper oriental nations. ar^ to purfuc 
the principles of good, and wholefpme policy* 
This defcd principally arifcs^ from - their great 
ignorance of the intcj^efts of the n\oixarchs of 
Europe, fron^ the venality of die pepple^ and 
from th^ vices of goveri^mcnt, which fubjeft 
every thiag that reUtie? to peace and war fo the 
decifions of the niuphti, witho^t whpfe fjptfsi it 
is. impoflible fo put th? Ottoman troops' in 
motion, ' /. . . 
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CHAP- VIIL 
Campaign of i758« 

(February.) PRINCE Ferdinand of Brunf- 
JL wick was the firft who this 
year took the field. The taik he had to per- . 
form was difficult. It was nothing lefs than to 
expel eighty thoufand French from Lower Saxony 
and Weftphalia, with thirty thoufand Hano« 
verians, who three months before had been 
ready to lay down their arms and fign a difr 
graceful treaty. He detached a corp^, on the 
Wefer, which took Verden ; and another^ imder . 
the hereditary prince^ that marched on each fide . 
of the river, to gain Hoya, on which place by 
the ej^orts of valour and good conduft this, 
young hero feized. Scarcely was St. Germain 
informed of the progrefs he had made before he 
evacuated Bremen, where he had a garrifbn of 
twelve battalions, and, with fourteen others that 
had wintered in the vicinity, took the road to 
Weftphalia. 

(March.) While the hereditary prince teized 
<m Hoya, the bridge of which over the Wefcr 
was of importance to the allies, prince Ferdinand^ 
of Brunfwick paffed the AUcr with the main 

army* 
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army. Bcuft, who led the van-guard, furprifcd 
and took the regiment of Polereflcy, in the vi- 
cinage of Hanover. This accident, added to 
the march of prince Henry who approached the 
town of Brunfwick through the diftrifts of 
Mansfeld and Hildefheim, difconcerted the 
French generals, and made the count de Cler- 
mont, who had taken the command inftead of 
the duke dc Richelieu, determine at once to eva- 
cuate Brunfwick, Wolfenbuttle, and Hanover. 
Prince Ferdinand marched immediately for 
Mindcn ; where, having joined the detach- 
mentsfrwndie'Wefcr, he bcfifeged that place 
with the main army. The count de Clermont 
paded'the Wefcr at Hamelri, and feht de Broglio 
into the vicinage of Buckeburg^ for the relief of 
Minden} but, finding no opportunity of at- 
tempting any thing againft the allies, this gene- 
ral did but remain a fpeftator o^ the calpture of 
the town, the garrifon of which furrendered pri-- 
foners of war. 

After the capture of Mindcn, de 6rogJio 
turned toward Paderborn, to rejoin the prince 
of Clermont ; and the army of the allies marched 
to Bielefeld. The French, confounded by this 
fudden revolution in their affairs, evacuated 
Lippftadt, Hamm, and Munfter. The count 
de Clertoont, who had no longer any footing in 

Germany, 
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Germany, repifled the Khine at Wefel, ami can- 
toned liis antiy on the dppofite (hore. Prince 
Ferdinand halted at Munfter (April) and fent 
liis troops into the environs that they might have 
time to recover from the fatigues they had fuf- 
rained, by continual operations in a feafon fo 
early and lb' fcVere. The allies took eleven 
thoufand French prifoncrs, during this (hort 
expedition, which can only be compared to the^ 
famous campaign of marftial de Turcnne, when^ 
penetrating through Thanri and Befort, he 
furprifed the Imperialids, who were fcittercd in 
their quarters in Alfatia^ and obliged thetiv to 
repafs the Rhine. 

On the zd of June, prince Ferdinand crofled 
this river with his anhy bdow Emmerich. Ho 
had bribed fome Dutch boatmen, but who would 
not however engage to conftruft a bridge, ex-* 
cept cm the territories of the republic. From 
thence he prefently advanced into thecoytitry of 
Cleves. Some French troops were flirprifed in 
their quarters, but mod of them joined the amiy 
which had afiembled near Creftld. Prince 
Ferdinand occupied the town of Ckve$. H© 
}eft fome troops under the conunand of Imho^ 
%o cov^r his bridge of Enimerich; he thea 
proceieded with the allied iirmy up the \^ fhorp 
of the l^hine ; ^nd^ qa xhc apth of die iQonth^ 
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came within a day's march of the count de 
Clennont. He had refolved to attack the 
French army, in the hope that^ (hould he gain 
a complete viftory, he might recover Wefel, 
and tranfport the theatre of the war beyond the 
Rhine. For this purpofe the prince caufed 
Wangenheim to join him, who had been toward 
Kaiferfwerth ; after the junftion he marched for 
Clofter camp. On his approach, Su Germain 
abandoned the town of Crefeld, and retired a 
mile in the rear, that he might draw near the 
count deClermont, who then encamped at Nuys. 
He .joined the count at Vifchem, 

It was on the 23d of June that prince Fer- 
dinand quitted hia. camp of Haft a)id Kempen 
to attack de Clermont^ He divided his army 
into three corps ; one, under the command of 
Wangenheim, prefentcd itfelf in the front of the 
foe, to hold hiqi in awe ; while the main body of 
4hc allies, turning the left of the French, pre- 
fented itfelf on their flank, between Vifchern 
and Anrodt. In this part, behind a rivulet, 
there was a bulwark, or Landwehr, by which 
the French profited to take poft; but, after^ 
a fevere conflift, they were diflodged by the 
infantry of the allies. The French carabineers 
kaftcncd to the fupport of their iiifiintcy ; and 
A'eir leader, the count de GiforSj ardently at-. 
7 . tacked 
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tacked the in&ntry of prince Ferdinand. The 
count was ilain, and his difcouraged troops took 
to flight. The prince of Holftein then fell on* 
with the Pruffian dragoons, and completed the 
tout^ During this Ihock, the hereditary prince, 
with a part of the right of the allies, had gained 
lipon the rear of the French. The manceuvre 
completely difconcerted the count de Clermont; 
who, imagining himfelf on the point of being 
;srttacked in front by Waftgenheim, while he was 
taken in flank by prince Ferdinand, and in 
momentary danger of being totally turned by 
the hereditary prince, abandoned the field of 
battle, and retired to Nuys, then to Weringhen, 
and afterward to Cologn. 

That he might profit by viftory, prince 
'Ferdinand detached the hereditary prince, who 
took Ruremonde by capitulation, and fent parties 
forward to the very gatps of Bruflels, while 
Wangenheim, who had been ordered to march 
with four battalions into the dutchy of Bergen, 
befieged Dufleldorf, in which there were eight 
bat^lions. The town furrendered, by capitu- 
lation, on the 8th of July. Here a confidcr^ 
able magazine appertaining to the French was 
found. 

Prince Ferdinand however, being informed 
diat the enemy was coUefting forces to oppofe 

him. 
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him, called in thd corps of the hcrcdittiy prince 
to the convent of St. Nicholas^ whert lie en- 
camped. This commencement of de Clermont 
induced the court of Verfailles to recal him^ 
^d to fend marfhal de Contade^ to take thf^ 
command. The marlhal immediately ordered 
idle army to advance, tlut it might recover its 
loft confidence. M. de Chevert, in the mean 
time, being at Wefel, where the French had a 
numerous ganifon, left the place with a con- 
fiderable corps to combat Imhof, who guarded 
the bridge of the allies, near En^merich, OS 
this the general received information, and with 
his whole corps put himfelf i^ ambufcade^ oq 
the road by which de Chevert ws^s to, pafss beat 
the foe, and took many prifoners. 

The fuccefs of prince Ferdinand would haxfi 
prevented the French from repaffing, the Rhine^ 
and might haye accomplifhed the capture of 
Wefel toward the clofe of the campaign, had 
he not by a diverfion been obliged himfelf to 
pafs this river, that he might reinftate the affairs 
of Hefle and Lower Saxony. On the eievjjnth 
of July the prince de Soubife had put himfelf 
in motion ; and had been joined at Hanau by 
fifteen ihoufand of the troops of Wurtembcrg* 
Prince Ferdinan4 had left the prince of Yfen- 
iHirg in ¥Ufk, with about feven thouiaad mou 
6 This 
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Tfeift prificc nmr^ toMarbomg, at the approach 
of thp French yan-giiard^ commanded by de 
Broglio, and paffcd the Fulda. The French at- 
tacked hjm ill the poiition he had taken^ near 
Sangerhaufen, and after a combat of fix hours 
he was obliged to cede to numbers. He rc^ 
tired to Eimbetk, and eftabliftied himfelf among 
the hills, confining his manoeuvres to the pre- 
ferving of a communication with Hanover. 

Finding no rdiftance, the prince de Soubife 
then feized on Nprdheim^ Munden, and Got- 
tingen. De Contades (Auguft) who fiippofed 
the divorlion of de Soubife would foon oblige 
the allies to retreat, advanced in perfon, and 
evca occupied the poft of Brugen, which was, 
OA their left* But prince Ferdinand, who might 
not fuiFer this dangerous neighbourhood, fent 
the hereditary prince to diflodge the French. 
He afterward refolved to retreat toward the Niers, 
that Ike might approach the fuccour that was 
coming from En]gland. The French made a 
fimilar march, but were anticipated by thd 
allies. Prince Ferdinand, who perceived the 
Oftly means of maintaining himfelf beyond the 
Rhine was a^ividory over de Contades, made di(l 
pofitions for battle ; but the marfhal did not 
think proper to riik an adion, and retired 16 
Dalen, Frince Ferdinand then marched for 
* • Wachtendonk, 
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Waditcndonky from which the hereditary jmncer^ 
Vho kd the van-guard^ drove the French, and 
the whole army crofTed the Niers. 

Prince Ferdinand, incapable of longer main* 
taining himfelf and army beyond the Rhine» 
withdrew the garrifon from Ruremonde, which 
fcund means to efcape at the very time thac 
the place was fummoned by the foe. The 
whole army pafled the Rhine, over its bridge 
at Griethaufen, between the 8th and loth of 
Auguft. It was necefiary to evacuate Duflel* 
dorf at the fame time ; and the governor Har- 
denberg diligently marched to Lippftadt there 
to defend that important poft. The French a 
few days after pafled the Rhine^ and extended 
as far as Dorfren, being covered by the Lippe. 

On the 14th, prince Ferdinand was joined at 
Bockhqlt by twelve thoufand Englifh, under 
the duke of Marlborough* Maribal de Con* 
tades was, at die fame time, reinforced in his 
camp of Halteren, * by between five and 635 
thoufand Saxons, whom the Auftrians had af^ 
fembled in Hungary, and who were CQitmanded 
by prince Xavier, fecond fon of the king of 
Poland* Prince Ferdinand detached Imhof u^ 
Crefeld» and M« von Poft to Dalmen ; and far« 
ther, in confequence of the motions of the ene« 
my toward Linnen, the hereditary pringe wa» 

deuched 



kistdHV 6P tftfi SfiVfitr YfiAfts WAft. 44t 

detached to reinforce the corps at Dalmen. 

iPrince Ferdinattd quickly followed with the 

army^ and the hereditary prince obliged the 

French to retreat to Haltercn. Under thefe 

circumftances it was thought proper to detach 

Oberg, with a corps of nine thoufandmen, to 

pafs the Lippe> and march into the biflioprick 

of Paderborn ; ais well to interrupt the com* 

tnunication of the two French armies> as to be 

ready,, lhould.there.be any necefllty, to aid the 

prince of Yfenburg* 

In the mean time, and while the prince of 

Yfenburg remained near Eimbeck, de Soubife 

had taken Cafiel, Gottingen, and fome places 

on the Werra* He then formed the projeft of 

feizing on Hameln (September), but from this 

he was obliged to defift, when he underflood that 

prince Ferdinand had repaffed the Rhine. He 

afterward evacuated Munden, Gottingen, and 

all the places he had occupied in the country of 

Hanover, that he might ftrengthen himfelf on 

the Di^tieL In this pofition he remained till 

the 5th of September ; and, leaving only M. 

du Mefnil on the Diemel to oppofc the corps 

under Oberg, he fucceffively advanced to 

Munden, Gottingen, and Nordbeim. On the 

eleventh, the prince of Yfenburg was obliged to 

qyit £imbeck, at the approach of the French, 

R and 

Kjf.Srv,r<4n/raf, Vol- 1. 
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and retire to Coppcnbrugge, where he wai 
joined by fome regiments from the army of the 
allies; after which he^ in conjundtion with Oberg^ 
advanced on Holzmunden. This manoeuvre 
made de Soubifc, who was at Gottingen, appre- 
hend he (hould be ctit off from Caffel; and^ 
immediately withdrawing his corps, he diligently 
returned into Heffe. The allies and the French 
arrived nearly at the fame time before Caffel, 
where they encamped in prefencc of each 
other. 

All thefe motions had no influence on the 
operations of prince Ferdinand; he purfiied 
his purpofe, which was to obferve the army of 
de Contades. The French, having vainly at- 
tempted to furprife the hereditary prince, at 
Halteren, and having been there repulfed with 
confiderable lofs, turned their views elfewhere. 
De Contades detached M. de Chevert (Oftober 
I ft) with twenty thoufand men, to join the 
prince de Soubife; and, by this reinforcement, to 
give him the fuperiority neceffary to oven^elm 
the prince of Yfenburg, and at the fame time to 
occupy prince Ferdinand, fo as to prevent him 
from fending detachments into Heffe. Contades 
himfclf inclined toy^ard Hamm with his army, 
and fent Mt de Chevreufe to Soft. ^ 

y Perceiving 
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Perceiving this> the allies fell back toward 
Munfter, whence the hereditary prince was 
detached (the pth) to Warendorf on the Ems ; 
and the prince of Holftein to Telgade. Having 
been joined by his reinforcement, de Soubife 
loft no time in putting himfelf in a(ftion« The 
prince of Yfenburg, informed of the arrival 
of de Chevert, croffed the Fulda, and continued 
to retire before the enemy as far as Lutterberg, 
that he might not be cut off from Munden. 
Here he was attacked by the enemy with a force 
fo fuperior that he was obliged to yield the fieldL 
of battle, with the lofs of fixteen field pieces, 
and about two thoufand men. He retired by 
Dransfeld and Gottingcn to Moringuen. This 
event obliged prince Ferdinand to quit Munfter, 
where he left a good garrifon^ and on the 17th 
arrived with his army at Lippftadt. 

On the morrow, the hereditary prince marched 
to furprife de Ghevreufe, who was at Soft ; but 
this furprife did not take place, becaufe the 
French were informed of the march of the allies : 
though, after a ftiort combat, they' retired and 
iibandoncd all the provifions they had amaffed 
at Soft. Prince Ferdinand incontinently af- 
fumed his camp near that town, which induced 
de Chevert to change his route. He had quit- 
ted de Soubife, after the affair of Lutterberg, 
R z and 
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and could only join de Contades by a circuitcw* 
march. When de Chevert had left the army of 
Hcflc, Oberg. paffed the Wefer, at Holzmun- 
dcn ; and, continuing his route, on the 21 ft of 
Oftober, he joined the allied army at Soft. 
The pofition of prince Ferdinand intercepted 
the communication of the two French armiesi; 
and, however fuperior they might be in number 
to that of the allies, this did not prevent the 
prince de Soubife from fuppofing his pofition 
hazardous; confequently he evacuated Caflei 
(the 22d) and all Heffe, and croffed the Maine 
at Hanau, with his whole forces^ Here the cam- 
paign would have ended, had not de Contades 
once more attempted to furprife Munften M. 
d'Armcntieres had approached this place, at the 
head of fifteen thoufand French, nesa: which Kc 
had chofen a camp that the trenches might be 
immediately opened. But on the 26th Imhof 
arrived at Warendorf, followed by the duke of 
HoJftein, at the fame time that Wangenheim, 
with a krge detachment, occupied the camp 
of Rheda^ Thefe various manoeuvres, which 
menaced to cut off d^Armentieres from Wefel, 
and the fkirmifti which happened with major 
Bulow, made him refolve to renounce his projed^ 
and to crofs the Lippe, on the 2d of November* 
The French army foon took the road for Wefel, 
2 to 
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to enter into winter quarters on the oppofitc 
(hore of the Rhine. Marburg excepted, they 
had no longer any footing in Hefle, and thither 
the hereditary prince was fent, who employed 
but a few days in his expedition. After the 
capture of this place, being maftcrs of all Weft- 
phalia and Lx)wer Saxony, the allies went into 
quarters. 

During this excellent campaign of prince 
Ferdinand, the king did not remain idle in op- 
pofing the Auflxians. He prepared to reap all 
poffible advantage from the battle of Leuthen, 
and the confequences which had refulted from 
that batde. On the 9th of January, Werner 
had been detached into Upper Silefia; and, 
however luperipr the enemy might be to his 
corps, the former was obliged to retire into 
Moravia, and the Pruffians then recovered 
Troppau and Ja^gerndorf. The king judged 
this early beginning neceffary for the execution 
of his defigns. The expedition of the month 
of January appeared to the foe but as the con* 
fequence of the battle of Leuthen, and con- 
duced to the clearing of all Silefia from the 
troops of Auftria. 

In this ftate affairs remained till the 14th of 

March, when the army began its motions for 

the commencement of the campaign. The 

R 3 cjjemy 
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enemy was known not to be fufficiently ad- 
vanced in his arrangements to oppofe the plans the 
king had formed ; fo that this time was judged 
the moft proper to change the blockade of 
Schweidnitz. into a regular fieg^. The king 
put himfclf at the head of the army of obfer- 
vation, and cantoned from Landftiut to Fried- 
land. Prince Maurice h^d the command of the 
left, and continued the cominunicatipn through 
Wuftengierfdorf to Braunau. Fouquet com- 
manded the corps which covered this defile of 
Silefia. The king fixed his head quarters at 
Griflau, which was the central pofition of the 
places occupied by his troops. 

The piain army of the enemy was ftill in 
cantonments^ in the environs of Konigfgrastz 
and Jaromirs. Marflial Daun had the fqle com- 
mand, and had ordered the corps pf Laudon to 
advance ta Trautcnau, and that of Beck to 
Nachod (April). Such was the pofition of the 
armies when Trefkow more nearly inverted the 
town of Schweidnitz. The trenches were not 
opened till the night of the ill of April : the 
attack was direfted on the fortrefs of the potence, 
as the place leaft fortified, and the moft com- 
modious for the bringing up of ammunitioij. 
Twenty-four cannon, twenty mortars, and fijc- 
-teen howitzers, were ercded in battery; but> 

having 
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having often been deranged by the artillery of 
the befieged, this battery was not entirely com- 
pleted till the 8 th; and on the loth an arrow 
was feized on which the enemy was obliged to 
abandon. This arrow, which brought the 
Pruflians within a hundred paces of the fort of 
the potence, gave occafion to the coup de maii^ 
which was attempted on the latter work, that 
the fiege might be terminated with the greater 
promptitude. The artillery of the water fort 
and that of the potence having been difmounted 
on the 1 5th, the afTault was made after midnight. 
The potence was turned on the narrow part, 
and a thoufand grenadiers carried it with a lofs 
fo infignificant as not to merit being mentioned. 
The governor, difconcerted by an adion fo 
vigorous, beat the chamade and furrendered 
himfelf and garrifon prifoners. The count von 
Thierhaimb evacuated the town on the i8th, 
and his men, to the amount of five thoufand, 
were difperfed in th? different fortreffes pf 
Silefia and the eledtora) march^ 

The fiege, thus fortunately and tinxely termi- 
nated, facilitated the execution of projefts more 
great. The defign of the king was to pene- 
trate into Moravia, and to take Olmutz,; not 
with an intention to preferve the place, for the 
diverfion of the Ruffians was forefeco; they 
R 4 having 
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having feizcd on PruiSia, and prepared to enter 
Pomerania and the marches of Brandenbourg ; 
but in .order to amufe the Aiillrians, during tho 
whole campaign, in a country diftant from the 
ftates of the king, that he might have time and 
opportunity to oppofe the Ruffian army with the 
greater flxength. For the execution of this 
plan it was neceflary to deceive marfhal Daun, 
and to gain fome marches upon him, that there 
might be time fufficient to fecure the environs 
of Olmutz before his arrival. With this intent 
the army of the king left the mountains, and 
defcended into the plains of Schweidnitz and of 
Reichenbach, under the pretence of relieving 
the troops after the fatigues of the fiege, and of 
waiting for recruits by whom they were to be 
joined. Ziethen remained with a corps in the 
vicinity of Landftiut, whence he drew a line to 
Fricdland ; and Fouquet entered the county of 
Glatz, tiiat he there might guard the pafles, 
Thefe two corps had mafked the motions of the 
army behind the hills, and had been further of 
fervice in preventing the Auftrians from re- 
ceiving* fuch intelligence as might teach them 
"what were the intentions-of the king, 

(May.) While thefe difpofitjons impofed upon 
the enemy, the Pmffian army marched to Ncifs, 
where it divided intQ two columns, one of which, 

coromanded 
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commanded by the king, took the road of 
Troppau ; and the other, under marlhal Keith, 
that of Jaegerndorf. On the 3d of May thefc 
two columns entered the plains of Olmutz ; the 
one by Gibau, the other through Sternberg* 
Fouquet followed them, as foon as he obferved 
the foe had taken the alarm, and quitted the vi- 
cinity of K6nigfgra?tz to incline toward Hohe^ 
maut. He took the road for Neifs, whence he 
cfcorted the ammunition and provifions, rc- 
quilite for the fiege, as far as Olmutz. This 
was the i ath, and on the fame day the army of 
obfervation paffed the Morava at Littau. The 
king advanced to Holefchau, where M, de Villc, 
encamped with feven regiments of cavalry, was 
attacked by the prince of Wurtemberg, and 
repulfed beyond Proftnitz, toward Wifchau^ 
The prince encamped his corps at Proftnitz, and 
remained there to obferve the enemy on the fide 
of Wifchau and Brunn 5 hiving four regiments 
of dragoons, one of huffars, and four battalions^ 
under his command, 

Keith> having invefted Olmutz, opened the 
trenches on the 27th of May. The ten fqua-- 
drons of Bareuth, five hundred huffarS, and fome 
free battalions, were placed by him on the other 
fide of the Morava, and they encamped near 
a village named Polein. That the marflial and 

tho 
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the army might be in the greater fafety during 
the fiege^ it was thought neceflary to drive dc 
Ville further. This general was near being fur- 
prifed in his camp, and did not fuppofe himfelf 
in fafety till he had approached the fortifications 
of Brunn. 

The army of obfervation> in th^ mean time, 
occupied all the pofts which there was fufficient 
leifure to feled; in confequencc of this the 
margrave Charles j^ffumed the camp of Neu- 
fiadt; prince Maurice that of Litt^uj Wedel 
that of Namieftj and the king occupied that 
part of the heights which extend between 
P^oftnitz and Holefchau, from Namieft to 
Studenitz. 

On the lo^h of June, Puttkamm^r and the 
convoy he efcorted joined th? army, without 
having been difturbed in his route. Zietben, 
who had been attacked at Griflau by the enemy, 
repulfed the affailants ; and, remarking that the 
whole force of Auftria inclined toward Mora- 
via, he quitted the hills and joined the royaj 
army, almoft at the fame time with Puttkammer. 
As there were not fu®cie|it ammunition and 
provifions for the fiege, a n^w convoy was pre- 
pared in Silefia, as well to carry on attacks as to 
reinforce the army. The fiege would apparently 
hav? been more fuccefsful, had not the* trenches 

been 
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been toodiftant, and the firft batteries neceflarily 
forfaken, becaufe they fired without effect, by 
which much ammunition was InefEcacioufly 
confumed. 

The van-guard of marihal Daun entered 
Moravia, in the interim, under the command 
of Harfch; and encamped in prefence of 
prince Maurice, on the hills of AUerheiligen, 
not far from Littau. Harfch made an unfuc- 
cefsful attempt to furprife that town. Daun, who 
followed, had marched for Gewitfch^ whence he 
detached a corps of fix thoufand men, who took 
poft at Prerau. This pofition obliged marihal 
Keith to place his dragoons at Wiftcrnitz, and 
his free companies at Biftrovann, and Kofutchan. 
The intentions of Daun were to throw fuccouis 
into the befieged place, without expofing him- 
felf to a battle, the lofs of which would have 
incurred the capture of Olmutz. He attacked 
the viUage of Kofutchan by night (the 8th) 
which was defended by a free battalion that 
was obliged to give ground. The dragoons of 
Bareuth, who had paflTed the night under arms, 
by the negligence of colonel Meyer, the com- 
mander, did not wait the return of the fcouting 
parties before they unfaddled. The enemy 
came up impetuoufly, driving the patroles before 
him, and fell on the tents of the dragoons, which 
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be did not give them time to quit* The regi- 
ment loft three hundred men, and would have 
been totally ruined, had not the battalion of 
Nimfchew/ky timely arrived, and obliged the 
dffailants to haften their, retreat. 

The fuccefs of this gave the Auftrians an 
inclination for nofturnal attempts. They three 
times attacked the regiment of Ziethen at Kofte* 
litz, and were three times repulfed with con- 
fiderable lofs. The free battalions of le Noble 
and de Rapin were not equally fortunate. They 
had been fent by the margrave Charles to Stern- 
berg, whence they were to repair to Bahm, to 
efcort a convoy which arrived on the loth. 
But they were very ill treated by the pandours, 
And loft five hundred men. 

Let us return to' more confiderable objefts. 
The poiStion of the Auftrian army, and prin- 
cipally the corps it had detached to Prerau, re- 
quired that the town of Olmutz (hould be more 
clofely inverted, beyond the Moravat The 
corps of the margrave, at Neuftadt, did not 
appear to be effentially neccffafy there; and, 
as there were not too many troops, the margrave 
took poft in fuch a manner that his left occupied 
a bridge the Pruflians had at Commothau, over 
the Mprava, while his left extended to the bridge 
of HoUlz. However, while the PrufEans 

changed 
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changed their pofitidn, the Auftrian colonel 
Bulau had found means to glide into the town, 
and brought the governor, Marfiiall, a reinforce* 
ment of twelve hundred men. 

Marihal Daun, a few days after, defcended 
into the jplain, and encamped at Prettlitz, be- 
tween Prdlnkz and Wifchau. Here he was 
informed the Fruflians expefted a grand coa- 
voy, on which the fuccefs of the fiege depended^ 
becauie that ammunition began to fail. This 
convoy was efcorted by eight battalions, and 
four thouland convalefcents, horfe and foot, 
who had been formed into regiments to fervc 
on the occafion. It left Troppau on the 25th 
of June ; and Daun, direfting his views to the 
capture of it, fent Janus to Bahrn, and Laudoa 
to Liebe, that it might be intercepted. The 
jking, to oppofe him, detached Ziethen, with 
'twenty fquadrons and three battalions, who 
came up with the convoy near Gibau. On the 
morrow (the 28th) general Laudon attacked, 
and, after an aftion of five hours, was obliged 
to retreat. The convoy advanced very tardily, 
becaufe of the badnefs of the roads ; and Daun 
employed the time to fend a reinforcement of 
eight thoufand men to Janus and Laudon. On 
the 30th there was a new attack, between 
Bautfch and Domfladt. Scarcely had a thou* 

fand 
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fand horfe, four battalions^ and four hundred 
"wzggons^ began the march, and paifed the 
defile of Domftadt, before the enemy, with all 
bis forces from Bahrn and Liebe, fell on the 
convoy ; fo that the two columns of the enemy, 
meeting, cut off the van-guard, 'which had 
paifed the defile, from the corps that followed. 
Ziethen, who was with the main body, vigor- 
oufly charged one wing of the foe, but numbers 
were too difproportionate for him to fuccecd* 
After having bravely combated, he was con*- 
ftrained, with moft of his men, to retire for 
Troppau. He here loft general Puttkammer, 
and eight hundred men, without including the 
whole convoy and the army money, which feU 
into the hands of the enemy. 

This misfortune occafioned the fiege to be 
raifed. Had the convoy arrived, the town muft 
have been taken in lefs than a fortnight ; for 
the third parallel was finiftied, and the befiegers 
had begun to open the faps. But, however 
well founded thefe hopes might be, it was requi- 
fite they Ihould be renounced, for the fafety of 
the army ; which, by prolonging its abode in 
Moravia, would have Wanted fubfiftence* 

There were two roads for retreat ; the one 
leading into Upper Silefia, by which the army 
had advanced, and the other which croffes Bohe- 
mia, 
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mk, and leads into the county of Glatz ; or 
through Braunau into Silefia. The enemy pre-* 
pared to render the firft route difficult. Laudon, 
Janus, and St. Ignon, had remained there after 
the battle of the convoy> and marshal Daun had 
marched with his army to Tobifchau ; fo that 
it was to be feared, (hould this road be taken, 
the army would have two corps on its flanks, 
and Daun who would inceflantly harafs the 
rear-guard. In a word the march mud have 
been one perpetual batde, in which the army 
might have lofl: the heavy artillery for the fiege, 
its baggage, wounded, and fick, and perhaps it 
might even have been totally ruined, at the 
paflage of the Morava, which the enemy might 
have rendered fatal. Thefe confiderations 
quickly determined the king to return through 
Bohemia; becaufe it was poffible, the enemy 
not being prepared on that fide, to gain two 
marches on him ; which was matter of great 
importance for the fafety of the artillery, and 
baggage, that encumbered the army* 

On the night of the firft of July, the king 
. quitted his camp, and divided his troops into 
two columns. The corps of prince Maurice 
formed the van-guard, where the king was in 
perfon, and paflfed by Konitz, Tribau, and 
Zwittau, to Leitomifchel ; where it feized on a 
7 magazine 
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magazine of the enemy. The fecond, uftde* 
the conduft of marihal Keith, retreating front 
its trenches. Only left four mortars, and one 
cannon, which were immoveable becaufe the 
carriages were broken. It took the road of 
Littau, Muglitz, and Tribau. The mlrch thus 
far was not difturbed by the foe, becaufe Daun, 
having made all his difpofitiohs relative to the 
soads of Upper Silefia, could not withdraw his 
troops with fufEcient promptitude to aft effec- 
tually on the fide of Bohemia, Lafcy, never- 
^elefs, who encamped at Gibau, wifhed to 
affault the rear guard, which was obliged to 
pafs the defile of Krenau, to march to Zwittau. 
On this village he feized with his grenadiers, 
but he was quickly diflodged by Wied, and the 
troops peaceably continued their march. 

Marfhal Keith had divided his column into 
three corps ; one of whicJi, under Retzow, 
having pafTed Hoheniiaut, approaching the 
fmall hills of Holitz, found them occupied by 
the enemy. The Pruffians feized the chapel 
which is on the height, facing one held by the 
foe ; a reciprocal cannonade was commenced ; 
while Retzov continued to make his convoy 
and efcort file off. At the fame time St. Ignon, 
who commanded the Aulb-ians, imagined this 
the moaicnt for attack, and ^ich eleven hun- 
dred 
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ilred horfc fell on the regiment of Brcdow cui- 

rafliers, which he obliged to retreat. In the 

interim a lieutenant with fifty huflars came up, 

who had been fent by the king with difpatches 

for Keith. This brave officer, named Kurz- 

'hagen, fell with his few men with fuch timely 

effedt on the flank of general St. Ignon that he 

recovered the cuiraffiers* The Pruffian cavalry 

haftened up, and repulfed the Auftrians ; with 

the lofs of fix officers, and three hundred men. 

Marfhal Keith and his column arrived precifely 

when the enemy was routed, and took the 

Auflxian infantry, which ftill maintained itfelf 

on the heights, in the rear. This haftened the 

flight of jthe foe through thick forefts, by which 

his retreat was proteded. 

While Keith was thus employed with the 
enemy and his. convoys, tlie king, having 
gained ground, had arrived on the nth near 
Konigfgraetz. Buccow covered that town with 
about fcven thoufand men, whom he had en- 
camped behind the Elbe, and in intrenchments 
which furrounded the fuburbs. When the 
Pruffians canie up, fome battalions were placed 
toward Hota, on the Adler, where a batteig^was 
eredled to take the intrenchments of Buccow 
in the rear. Another corps, at the fame time, 

S pafled 

Hifi. Sen;. Tears fTar, Vol. I, 
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paflcd the Adlcr higher vij>; and this was t» 
atuck the intrcnchmcnt on the morrow at 
'break of day. A heavy body of cavalry was 
intended to have been fent over the Elbe, to 
cut off the retreat of the Auftrians; but the 
bridges could not be completed till the morn- 
ing of the 13th, and Buccow did not think 
proper to wait fo long. He evacuated liis in- 
trenchmeAt and the town on the iame night, 
and retired toward Clumctz. 

The king, having this day been informed 
that Retzow was attacked at Holitz, marched 
thither, with a corps of cavalry ; but the affair 
was over, and marfhal Keith fortunately con- 
dufted the whole artillery employed at (Mmutz, 
with fifteen hundred fick and wounded, befide 
ammunition and provilions appertaining to 
the army, to Konigfgrattz. As foon as the 
iiroops ware affembled, they encamped at the 
confluence of the Adler and the Elbe (the 1 4*) 
having the town of Konigfgraetz, occupied by 
fix battalions, in their front. 

The firft care of the king was to difencumber 
liimfelf of the heavy baggage he had dragged 
from Olmutz to Konigfgraetz; and Fouquet 
was commanded, wkh fixteen battalions and as 
many {quadrons, to conduft the artillery, the 
wounded, and the fuperfluous waggons,, to 

Glatz. 
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Glatz. The enemy had romc defign of ha- 
raffing the Pnlfliins in their march : Laudon, 
on the fame day, took poft with four thoufand 
tnen in the wood of Opotfchna. Intelligence 
was received of this, and the king, defirous of 
fecuring the march of Fouquet for Neiiftadt, 
feleded fome troops, and immediately marched 
to attack Laudon. The general was in danger 
of being furprifed, but the wood favoured his 
retreat, and only a hundred Croats were taken* 
He retired toward Holitz, and the king held 
the poft of Opotfchna till Fouquet had tran- 
quilly efcorted his convoy to Glatz. Imme- 
diately after his arrival (the i6th) he detached 
the elder Schenkendorf to Reinerz, Golzeto the 
Hunulberg, and occupied the camp of Nachod 
hinifelf, that he might cover the rear of the 
army» 

The expedition "ufed on this march had 
given time to effeft the arrangements, before 
marlhal Daun could approach the Pruf&an 
army. He arrived on the 2 2d, and encamped 
on the heights of Clum and Libitfchau, beyond 
the Elbe, while the king was returning from 
Opotfchna, to rejoin the main army. Had the 
Auftrians been his only foes, the campaign 
would have been ended without quitting Bohe- 
mia, except to uke winter quarters ; but the 
S z invafion 
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invafion with which the Ruffians menaced PonrtC* 
rania, and the new March, obliged the king to 
return with his troops into Silefia, that he might 
be in readinefs to fend aid wherever it (hould 
be needful. Whatever might fecure the frontiers 
of Silefia conftituted a part of this plan ; con- 
fequently all the forage and provifions of the 
circle of Konigfgra^tz were carried off^ that 
Daun might be impeded, for want of maga- 
zines, from afting on that fide againft Silefia. 
This was in reality become impoffible ; for he 
had been obliged, at the commencement of 
the campaign, to fend all his fubfiftence toward 
Brunn, and the Pruffiaa army had afterward, 
on its march, feized on all the magazines he 
pofifeiled in Bohemia ; and finally had confumed 
the forage of the circle of Konigfgraetz. 

The camp of Konigfgraetz was quitted on 
the night of the 25th. : The pandours attacked 
, the fuburbs at the time the troops were depart- 
ing. General Saldem and colonel Blankenfer 
were killed there; feventy men were loft. The 
army of the king retired by Caravalhotta for 
Rochonitz. Laudon, St. Ignon, and Lafcy 
followed the rear-guard, with about fifteen thou- 
fand men 5 and though they attempted an at- 
tack they could not fucceed, but were vigor- 
' Qufly repulfed by the Puttkammer huffars. 

That 
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That the enemy might be^ robbed of his incli- 
nation to harafs the rear-guard, an ambufcadc 
was prepared, on the morrow, at the paflage of 
the Metau* • A wood which lies on the road, 
tod which runs from Jaromirs to the Metau, 
was occupied by ten battalion^ and twenty fqua- 
drons ; after which the army began its march, 
and only prefented a feeble rear-guard of huf- 
fars to the foe. Laudon, who was eafily heated, 
determined on aflault; and the cavalry, leaving 
its ambufcade, fell upon him in every diredion. 
He was very ill treated, and loft three hundred 
men* After beftowing this trifling correftion, 
the royal array peaceably purfued its march, and 
Cijcaraped between Boruflawitz and Geflhitz. 

Retzow was detached to cover the right of the 
army at the pafs of the mountains. (Auguft) 
He diflodged Janus from Studenitz, and the 
king occupied the camp of Skalitz. On the 
ground where the army encamped was a height, 
upon the right, the pofleflion of which was ab- 
Iblutely neceflary. Here the king placed the 
volunteers of le Noble, as a lure which he pre- 
fented to the enemy ; while fix battalions, en^ 
camped in a kind of ravia, had orders to fup-» 
"port this poft, fhoyld it be attacked. What 
bad been forefeen happened ; Laudon came on 
;he night of the fecond to furprifc le Noble, 

S 3 but 



ft6z POSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

but was received in a manner he did not ex- 
pert, was put to flight, and, without enumerating 
the dead and wounded, lofl fix officers and 
fcventy men. 

Marflial Daun however had extended his 
army along the Elbe, fo that it proceeded, from 
Konigfgraetz to Jaromirs, toward Konigfhof. 
The king, on the morrow, encamped at Wifoka, 
and Retzow at Starkftadt. The march was 
continued from Wifok^ to Politz and Werdcrf- 
dorf, without being followed by the foe. On 
the 8th all the troops refumed the camp of 
Griflau and Landlhut. 

The expefted divcrfion on the part of the 
Ruffians happened during this return through 
Bohemia. Fermor had advanced in feveral 
corps, from Pruffia, on the frontiers of Pomerania 
and the ncwMarch. Platen had obferved the 
enemy from Stolpe, where he had remained all 
winter, with a detachment. On receiving this 
advice, count Dobna had orders, in the month 
of June, to raife the blockade of Stralfund, 
and to approach the Oder, that he might oppofe 
the Ruffians, let them attempt on what fide they 
would to enter the ftates of the king. From 
Pofen, Fermor had advanced to Konigfwald, 
Meferitz, and Clofter Paradies, where he en^ 
camped in three corps* Count .Pohna had de^ 

tached 
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tachcd Kanitz to Reppcn, to obfervc the ene- 
my; whence Malachowfky marched to Stem^ 
berg, from which he diflodged the Ruffians, 

Dohna^ who was not fulfficiently in force to 
make many detachments, called in Platen, and 
only endeavoured to difpute the paffage of the 
Oder with the enemy. To this effeft he en- 
camped at Frankfort, The match however was 
tinequal ; and, as the leaft check fufFered by the 
corps of Dohna might become prejudicial to 
the ftate, and incur the total ruin of the eledoral 
March, the king determined to repair thither in 
perfon, with a reinforcement fufficiently con- 
fiderable to give the Pruffians a kind of equality 
with the foe. This reinforcement confided of 
fixteen battalions and twenty-eight fquadrons.^ 
The greateft part of the army remained^ under 
the command of marfhal Keith and thje mar- 
grave Charles, in the camp of Landfliut, to 
guard the frontiers of Silefia. 

ThQ king direfted his march through Ron^* 
flock, Lignitz, Hinzendorf, Dakau, Warten-^ 
berg, Schertendorf, Croffen and Ziebingen, to 
Frankfort; where he heard th^t Fermor, having 
advanced through Landfberg to Cammin and 
Tamfel, had bortibarded th? town of Kiiftria 
(15th) which he had reduced to afhes, after the 
towii had rejedtcd all the propofitions of capitu- 
S 4 Uti#a 
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lanon that general StofTel had fent to Schack, 
who was the governor. Thefe attempts of the 
enemy had induced count Dohna to approach 
with his corps for the relief of the fortrefs. It 
was here, in the camp of Gorgaft, on the iid 
of Auguft, that the king joined the count. The 
Ruffians had drawn their parallels precifcly to 
the end of Ihe caufeway which leads from Kuftrin 
to Tamfel,and their batteries were fo conftruded 
that the army could not attempt to relieve the 
place, without being expofed to very confiderable 
and ineiFeftual loffes. The king notwithftand- 
ing determined on attack : fight he muft, in 
order to rid himfelf, for a time, of one enemy 
that he might turn his arms elfewhere. The 
king could only employ three weeks in this ex- 
pedition; and how might hefdlhortly accomplifh 
his purpofe without a battle ? Daim, whom he 
had left at Jaromirs, might in this interval either 
march toward Silefia or Saxony ; and the power 
of returning to either of thefe places/ as fhould 
be found neceffary, was requifite. The king 
therefore thought it would be beft to deceive the 
enemy by appearances. Batteries were con- 
ftruded oppofite Direwitz, and the mounds of 
the Oder were occupied as if there had^beena 
real intention of paffing the river in the vicinage. 
The king at tl^ fame time reinforced the gar- 
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rifon of Kuftrin with four battalions^: Kznhz 
he had fcnt to Wrietzen, to colled all the boats 
he could find on that part upon the Oder. 

While on the night of the 23d the army 
marched up the Oder to Guftebiefe, Kanitz, 
who there joined the king, had coUefted fuf- 
ficient boats for the conftrudtion of the bridge ; 
and this was laboured at fo efFeftually that the 
whole army had paffed the river by noon. The 
march was continued to the village of Cloffow, 
where the king encamped, and by this pofition 
cut off the corps of Fermor from that of Ro* 
manzow, which was toward Schwedt, where ic 
intended to pafs the Oder. On the a4th, the 
army encamped at Dermitzel, oppofite Fermor, 
who, on the motions of the Pruffians, had raifed 
the fiege of Kuftrin, and had called in the de- 
tachnjent of Czernichef ; with which and the 
piain body he took a pofition between the villages 
of Quartfchen and Zicker, having a marihy 
rivulet in his van. The Ruffians encamped in 
a fquare, according to the cuftom introduced by 
marflial Munich, when he made war in little 
Tartary againft the Turks. 

The yery day that the Pruffian army arrived, 

(the 25th) the king feized on the mill of Damm, 

^ and the bridge over the rivulet. His van-guard 

took pofleffion of the foreft of Maffin, which 

muft 
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mud be paflcd to turn the camp of the enemf # 
On the morrow the army defcended into the 
plain, in four columns, near the village of 
Batzellow, The enemy had left their heavy 
baggage under a fmall efcort between this village 
and Cammin. Had the king been in lefs hafle 
he might have eafily taken it, and have obliged 
the Ruffians by fome marches to quit the coun- 
try : but decifioii was neceffary and every thing 
was to be hoped, confidering the ftrange plan of 
battle the enemy had formed. 

The army therefore continued its march fw 
Zcxndorf, where the king propofed to attack the 
front oppoiite to that he had faced when he waa 
at DermitzeU The Coflacks fet fire to Zorji-. 
dorf, which caufed fome embarraffment ; for the 
heavy artillery was to pafs the village to form 
batteries in oppofition to thofe of the ene^ny. 
The left, deftined to make the firft attack, was 
fupported by a bottom which goes toward WiU 
kcrfdorf. Manteufel commanded the firft attack, 
which confifted of ten battalions. He was fup-. 
ported by the left of the firft line, under the 
orders of Kanitz, and by the fecond line of the 
army. Some ravins were employed, under the 
ihelter of which the cavalry of the left was placed, 
proteded from the artillery of the enemy, and 

whcr«i 
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where it remained ready to aft, whenever adtion 
(hould be found neceffary. The king's com- 
mands were that the firft attack, continually ad- 
vancing, (hould be fupportcd'at this ravin, which 
led direftly on the right of the Ruffians : but, 
from accident and mifconception, it happened 
that the troops departed from the ravin as they 
approached the enemy; fo that Kanitz, who 
Ought to have been on the rear of Mantcufel, 
was on his right. 

The attack was repblfed, and the infantry 
thrown into much confufion ; but, as the ene- 
my was aHb in diforder, the king ordered Seid* 
litz inftantly to charge. He formed three^ 
columns which at die fame time pierced the 
fquare, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour the 
field of battle was cleared of foes. The troop* 
that efcaped of the Ruffian army paiTed this 
bottom that it had on its right, and again began 
to form toward Quartfchen. The king then 
took the infantry of his right, with which he 
made a quarter wheel, and formed facing the 
bottom ; which his troops were various timet 
fent to pafs, but from which they continued 
quickly to return, without the reafon at firft 
being underftood. The military cheft of the 
Ruffians and all the baggage of their generals 
were in the bottom ; and the troops, inftead of 
4 marching 
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inarching forward as they might have doncj^ 
amufed thcmfelves with the pillage, from which 
they returned as foon as they were well loaded. 
The cavalry could not adt here becaufe of the 
marfhes which abounded in the bottom, and the 
Pruffians were reduced to cannonade the enemy, 
which cannonade continued till the clofe of 
sight. 

The battle began at nine in the morning, and 
did not end till half pad eight in the evening. 
The Ruffians retired into the wood of Tamfel, 
where their whole troops formed a platoon; the 
cavalry in the centre, furrounded by the infantry. 
They loft, on this day, a hundred and three field- 
pieces, twenty-feven pair of colours and ftand' 
ards, eighty-two officers, among whom were 
five generals, about two thoufand prifooers, 
and at the leaft fifteen thoufand men left dead 
on the field, for the cavalry gave them no 
quarter. 

The Pruffian army here loft general Ziethen, 
of the cuiraffiers; fixty officers dead or wounded, 
and about twelve hundred men, with twenty i 
pieces of cannon. On the morrow, the army of 
the king took a pofition very near that of the 
Ruffian army ; they were within twelve hundred 
paces of each other. Had there been fufficient 
ammunition anodier attack would have been 

made ^ 
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made ; . but it was neceflary to remain fatisfied 
with cannonading, and this was not fo warm as 
might have been defired, becaufe it was requifite 
to hulband the powder. Neither of the armies 
creded their tents. The Rufliafi dragooni at- 
tempted an affault on the PrufSan infantry, and 
were ardently repulfed by the regiment of 
Kreytzen. 

During the battle and theTycceeding day it 
was a dreadful fpedtacle to fee all the neighbour- 
ing villages in flames, which the Coflacks had 
fet on fire, and who here brought with them, 
every calamity with which the race of man can. be 
afflided.' The Pruflian artillery however played 
with fuccefs, "for it was almoft impoffible for the ' 
gunners to mifs the great mafs the enemy- 
formed ; while that of the Ruflians fired with- 
out the leaft effedt. 

Toward the evening, fome little ammunition 
was received, which the batteries employed to 
good purpofe ; for, the ground then becoming 
inTupportable, it was quitted by the Ruffians, 
during night,, who. marched and encamped 
at Cammin. The king followed : fome hun- 
dreds of prifoners were taken fro;n their rear- 
guard; and the Pruffians encamped before 
Tamfel, near the enemy. The lofs of the battle 
•bliged Romanzow haftily to quit the vicinage 

of 
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of the Oder and Surgard, to accelerate hid 
junftion with Fermor ; who prefently retreated 
to Vietz, and afterward to Landfberg, where he 
ailembled all his forces* The king purfued as 
fsLT as Blumberg. 

While the Pruflian army was emplpyed agdnft 
the Ruffians, Laudon travcrfed Lufatia, intend- 
ing to join the latter, which he would have ac- 
compliflied, had he not met with prince Francis 
of Brunfwick on his road, whom the king had 
detached to Beefko, from the camp of TamfeL 
The prince, after having taken feveral parties^' 
obliged the enemy to retire forLubben. The 
ftrongeft reafons obliged the king to defift from 
further purfuit of the advantages he had gained 
againft the Ruffians. He was obliged to haften 
into Saxony, to the aid of prince Henry ; and 
Dohna, in confequence of this new arrangement, 
remained to face the Ruffians, while the king 
departed to join the prince his brother, with 
the fame corps that he had led into the elec- 
torate. 

The better to understand the chain of events, 
it is requifite we (hould give a fuccinft narra- 
tion of what had hitherto happened in Saxony^ 
His royal highnefs had from die month of July 
occupipd the camp of Tfchopa, to oppofe the 
troops of the circles, under the prince de Deux* 

ponts. 
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p6n% who had been joined by an Auftrian corps 
commanded by Haddkk. Prince Henry had 
driven a detachment of the enemy from the 
Bafberg ; and, as the main body of the circles 
was not yet come up, a partifan war only was 
carried on, in which the Pruffiafts had the ad- 
vantage of making prifoners, at different repri* 
(ills ; one of the mod: confiderable of whom was 
M. von Mitrowiky, an Auftrian general. 

(Auguft 2d.) His highnefs having received 

news of the approach of a corps of the enemy, 

commanded by Dombale, that advanced on 

Zwickau, detached Finck to drive him out of 

Saxony; in which he was fo fuccefsful that the 

enemy was (Aliged to retreat for Reichenbach# 

The prefence of the prince foon after became 

neceffary in tlie environs of Drefden, becaule 

that the prince de Deuxponts (the 6th) was 

taking the road of Toplitz, througii Bohemia. 

The army marched by Chemnitz, and efta- 

bliflied itfelf at Dippoldifwalda, keeping Huifen 

with a detachment at Freyberg, and Knobloch 

at Maxen. Another corps of the circles having 

in the interim (20th) taken poft at Waldkir- 

<*hen, it was attacked and beaten by Kleift* 

But, as Haddick advanced toward Cotta, prince 

Henry changed his pofition, aflumed the camp of 

Sedelitz, near Pirna, and garnilhed the villages 

of 



tjt rosYR'tTMoirs workA. 

of Zehiila and ZuTchendorf ia his van« Hie 
army afcerward took the camp of Gamig, 
which was more convenient. 

The prince de Deuxponts prcfently appeared, 
and occupied the heights of Stnippen, keeping 
Haddick on his left, which extended from Rodi- 
wemfdorf to Cotta. He refolved to take the 
Sonnenftein, which incommoded his pofition. 
For this purpofe he ordered fome mortars to 
advance, and Grape, who commanded there, un* 
feafbnably furrendered himfelf a prifoner of war. 

During this, marflial Daun had advanced into 
Lufatia. He had left a detachment of twenty 
thoufand men, under generals Harfch and dc 
Ville, who encamped between Jagerndorf and 
Troppau. The intension of the marflial was to 
employ this corps in the liege of Neifs, as foon 
as the diftance of the Pruffian army would per- 
mit him to undertake the fiege. He had hoped 
the invafion of the Ruffians would have attraded 
the whole force of the king ; and, as he found 
himfelf deceived in this hope, he advanced into 
Lufatia, to draw the Pruffians thither, and give 
Harfch time to achieve the fiege. He ad- 
vanced to Kpnig(bruck, where he heard of the 
defeat of the Ruffians ; on which, abandoning 
any defigns he might have on Meiflen or Tor- 
gaUy he retreated for Stolpen. He prcfently 

fcnt 



ItllSTORT OF tHE SEVKlf YBARS^WAR. ^73 

Cent different detachments on the Elbe, with 
intent to pafs the river at Pilnitz, and come on 
the back of the Pruffians at Gamig, while the 
prince de Deuxponts and Haddick (hould at- 
tack them in fronts 

Prince Henry, having received information 
of thefe projefts, fent the intelligence to die 
king, which occafioned the rapid march of the 
monarch to join his brother. Marihal Keith 
and prince Charles had immediate orders to 
quit Silefia, and repair to the royal army in Lu- 
fatia. Fouquet remained at I^andfliut, to whom 
was committed the guaird of the paffcs of Bohe- 
mia. The corps of th6 king departed from 
Blumberg on the fecond, and, paffing by Man- 
chcnau, Mukofc, Trebatz, Lnbben, Dober- 
bek, and Elfterwerda, arrived on the 9th at 
Dobritz, near Groffenhayn, where it was joined 
by marihal Keith and the mdrgrave, whofe corps 
had paffed by Hartmanfdorf, Priebus, Mofka, 
Spremberg, and Senftenberg. Werner and 
Moring, the one at Priebus and the other at 
Spremberg, had, on their road, beaten two Au- 
ftrian detachments, and had taken above five 
hundred prifoners. The army encamped, on 
the 1 2th, between Bockfdorf and Reichenberg, 
where the king held a conference with his high- 
T ncfs, 
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nefs^ that they might take fuch meafures as ttct^ 
tequifite^ under the prefent circumftances. The 
army began its^ march^ on the fame evenings 
ti^ith intent to occupy the heights of Wciffig 
before the enemy. The Auftrians had a poft 
at the White Stag, from which it was neccffary 
they (hould be diflodged.. Hither, the king 
4iredly marched; and Wedel took the road 
vhich going from Radeberg would turn that 
{)ofition. The Auftrians were forced to retire j 
and, as foon as the Fruffian van had gained the 
heights of Weiffig, itfell on the huflars andtdra* 
goons that had repaired thither, to proteft the 
encampment of^marfhal Daun. Here heha4 
come to trace out a camp for his troops* All 
thefe corps were repulfed, and the royal army 
aiTumedthe camp of Schonfeld, facing the camp 
of Daun, which extended from Lohmen, through 
Stolpen„ toward Bifchofswerden The conrniU'^ 
nication of the two Pruflian armies was inmie« 
diately fecured by bridges over the Elbe. The 
army of the king arrived in good time ; for 
Lafcy was commanded, with all the Auftriaa 
grenadiers, to conftrud a bridge at Pilnitz ; 
and it muft be confefled that Daun might have 
found fufficient time to execute this defign be* 
fore the arrival of the king, had ading with 

promptitude 
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promptitude and ardour been any part of hii 
Charafter. 

On the day that the army aflumcd thii pofilioil 
of Schonfeld^ general Retzbw was feht with i 
detachment to diflodge Laudon from Rade- 
berg, whence he retired for Armfddrf and Fifch- 
bach. It was determined again to attack hxtd 
here, alid for this purpofe prince Francis, with 
fome battalions, prefented himfelf in his front, 
while RetZDw turned him on th6 right, and th6 
king on the left, tt is probable his corps muft 
have been ruined had thefe manoeuvres been 
all performed at once ; but it generally happens 
that fuch projeds do but fucceed in part. Lau- 
don however loft more than 6ve hundred meni 
he efcaped (27th) through th6 wood, and oc- 
cupied the fmall hills of Harta, where he en- 
camped under the proteftion of the cannOn ot 
marihal Dauii. 

Thefe trifling advantages were etttirely un- 
dccifive. One of the principal objeds in th* 
prefent circumftances of the king Was to remove 
the Imperial army from the banks of the Elbe. 
This was difficult to efFcdt, othcrwife than by 
infpiring Daua with fears for the convoys whick 
he drew from Zittau, and thus obliging him to 
make the wilhed-for motions. The.king quit- 
ted bis camp of Schonberg, and led his army to 

T A Ramnau, 
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RamilaU) by which the Prufllans approached 
the flank of the foe ; and, to occafion him more 
inquietude, Retzow repaired to fiautzen, where 
he todc pod with his corps. Laudon ftill oc- 
cupied a height near Bifchofswerder, oppofite . 
to the Pruffian left, which it was determined to 
take. To this effeft the prince of Wurtemberg 
came on the back of the Aufbians, while the 
king prcfented himfelf in front. Laudon did 
not wait for aQ:ion, but I'etreated, in great con- 
fufion, beyond Bifchofswerder, while the Pruf« 
fians occupied his camp and the town. 

Daun feared, in his turn, that the polition of 
the Prufllans might *do him an injury. He had 
now renounced the projefts that had been formed 
againil the army of prince Henry; he was 
obliged to approach his fubfifkence ; and at the 
fame time propofed to choofe a poft by which he 
might cut off* the Prufllans from Silefia, and 
give Harfch time to befiege and take Neifs. 
On the 5th of Odtober, the marflial forfook the 
ricinage of the Elbe, and, pafling by Krufc 
and Neukirch, encamped at Kitlitz, on the 
heights of Lobau, as far as the Stremberg. 
The prince of Elurlach was polled with his re^ 
ferve, from Reichenbach and Arnfiiorf, toward 
Doberfchutz. On this motion of the enemy, 
Retzow was fcnt to occupy the Wciflenberg. 

The 



HISTORY OF THE SEVEN YEARS WAR. 27/ 

The army marched to Bautzen, whence Wedel 
was detached, with fix battalions and fome ca- 
valry, to oppofe the Swedes, who had advanced 
to Pafewalk. From Bautzen the royal army 
marched (the loth) toward the enemy, and 
took a pofition between Hochkircben and Kot- 
titz : the head quarters were at Radewitz. 

The army was at this time weakened by the 
departure of the detachment under Wedel, and of 
the large garrifon neceflary for Bautzen, to pro- 
teft the bread againft the enterprifes of the foe. 
The king's intention was, by taking the camp 
of Hochkirchen, to conceal his real d efign from 
the Auftrians; which was to. join Retzow, poiled 
on the Prufllan flank, and, after the junftion, to 
fall upon the prince of Durlach, on the fid^ of 
Debitfch, which could not be executed fooner than 
the night of the 14th, becaufe that fubfiftence 
for the army could not be fooner provided and 
arranged. A part of the convoy however came 
up on the 12th ; marfhal Keith, who was with it, 
was attacked on the road by Laudon, who was 
repulfed with the lofs of eighty men. The 
prince of Lichtenftein, lieutenant-colonel in 
the Lowenftein regiment, was among the pri- 
foners. After this affair, Laudon, having afr 
fembled his difperfed troops, took poft in a 
wood which was a long quarter of a league^ 
T 3 GermaA 
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German meafure^ beyond the Pruflian right^* 
facing the village of Hochkirch(:n : s^ maiihjF 
t>ottom feparated the flank of (he king fron; 
fhefe heights. 

The battlej^ of which we (hall immediately^ 
fpeak^ obliges us to enter into a circumilantial 
^efcription of the ground, occupied by the twQ 
armies. The village of Hochkirchen, where 
the right of the king was fupported> ftands on 
an eminence. A church-yard^ with a thici; 
fione wall, capable of containing a battalion^ 
pverlooks the whole country. The village ex- 
pending in length formed a natural flank fojr the 
army, and was gamiflied with fix battalions. 
A battery of fifteen pieces was erefted at the 
angle of the front and the flank. Before the 
van of the line ran a rivulet between rocky 
banks : below the height of Hochkirchen wa>^ 
a windmill and Tome cottages, where a free bat- 
talion had been placed to defend the. paflage^^ 
which was the more certain becaufe it was under 
the prote6tion of the Pruflian artillery of the 
head quarters, toward Radewitz. A part of 
the camp pafled the rivulet, becaufe of the 
heights which it was neceflary to occupy, and 
of the communication with the corps of Retzow, 
^hich was fecured and the road abridged, by thii^ 
pofition. 

The 
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The right of maiihal Daun, as we have faid^ 
was fupported on the Stremberg ; his centre wa$ 
on impregnable heights ; his left inclined toward 
Jauernick and Sornitz. Daun fccretly pre- 
pared roads for four columns^ that led to thf 
"vrood cf which Laudon had taken poifeffion. 
His intention was to attack the Pmffian army irf 
four parts at once ; that is to fay, from the poll 
of Laudon ; at the mill occupied by the free 
battalion ; from that part toward Kottitz which 
lay beyond the rivulet ; and the fourth attack 
was to be made, by the prince of Durlach, oi\ 
the .pdl of the Wciffenberg, where Retzow 
commanded. 

It was on the night of the 13th of Oftober 
that the marihal executed his plan. The attack 
of the mill and the free battalion was the firftj 
which the enemy carried without any great dif- 
ficulty. Laudon, having at the fame time 
found means to glide with his pandours on the 
back of the army, fet fire to the village of Hoch-. 
kirchen, which obliged it to be abandoned by 
the Pruffian battalions. Amid this confufion, 
the enemy feized on the battery which was at 
the angle of the village, while the brave major 
Lange, with a battalion of the margrave Charles^ 
direw himfelf into the church- yard of Ho^h-i 
.mrcheiif Th? men had cmly tim? fQ rvn to 

T 4 mM, 



iSo POSTHUMOITS WOUKI* 

arms^ and not fufficient to ftrike their tents* 
The king heard the firing of artillery, and, 
though he received no intelligence, immediately 
took three brigades from the centre, with which 
Jie marched to the right. The darknefs was fa 
great that it was impoffible to fee a ftep in ad-, 
vance. It was fooii perceived that the enemy 
was mafter of the PrufHan grand battery, becaufc 
the cannon balls flew into the camp, and thia 
would have been impoflible from the Auftxiaa 
batteries. The glare of light from the flamefi 
of Hochkirchen aided the Pruffian difpofitions. 
The king came on the rear of his camp to turn 
this village. On his march, the men fell in 
with a corps of Auftrian grenadiers, three hun- 
dred of whom were taken ; but, in the confufion 
of the battle, not having men enough to guard 
them, mod of them efcaped. The Pruffian in-^ 
fantry turned Hochkirchen, and began to repulfe 
the Auflxians, when it was iifelf repulfed by 
fome fquadrons of the foe, that could not he 
diftinguiftied in the dark. The gendarmes 
and the regiment of Vafold made a vigorous 
charge; all whom they encountered gave way: 
but, unable to guide thcmfelves amid the dark<^ 
nefs, they fell upon the infantry poftcd at die 
wood which Laudon had occupied the day before;* 
Here was the whole artillery jof the Auftriani, 

witk 
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"With the in&ntry, well and advantageoufly cfta'- 
bliflied. The <:annon firing cafc-lhot forced 
the Pruffian cavalry to retire to the infantry, 

Marihal Keith and prince Maurice of Anhalt^ 
on the other fide, endeavoured to recover the 
battery that was loft. They put themfelves at 
the head of fome battalions to traverfe the viU 
lage of Hocbkirchen, the road through which 
15 narrow ; feven men can (carcely march a-breaft 
there ; and as they left it they found themfelves 
fo confiderably out-winged, by the Auftrians, 
that they could neither form nor lead theii* 
troops to the charge, but were foon obliged to 
retreat* Marfhal Keith was killed, general 
Gdft mortally wounded, and prince Maurice 
dangerouily. Though different attempts were 
made to pafs the village, there were no means 
of fucceeding, the conflagration was fo great, 
and the battle was loft. 

In order to cover the retreat, the king fent 
Retzow orders to join him inceffantly. This 
general had thrice repulfed tlie prince of Dur- 
lach. As the latter could not attack him but 
by marching through a defile, Retzow fuffered 
as many enemies to come up as he pleafed, after 
which he charged and overthrew them, with 
confiderable lofs, at the place where they lefi: 
^e defile* This manoeuvre had been three 

times 
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times repeated when he received orders to jour 
the king. He arrived feafonably for the left of 
the Pruffians, which the king had been obliged 
to difgarnilh that he might fuccour the rights 
but not foon enough to prevent the battalion of 
Kleift being furrounded by the enemy, and 
conftrained to lay down their arms. The right 
of the army was fupported^ in defpite of thq 
efibrts of the foe to pais the village of Hochn 
kirchen. 

The battle had begun at four o'clock ; at ten 
the church-yard was carried ; the village and the 
battery already were loft ; the enemy was too well 
Irftablifhed to be diflodged ; the heavy corps of 
cavalry came on the back of the army;^ and 
Retzow had abandoned the WeifTenberg. Un-> 
der thefe circumftances the pofition of the army 
might no longer be maintainedj and nothing 
remained but retreat. The cavalry firft de- 
fended into the plains, to cover the march of 
die infantry, and the infantry then took the 
road for Doberfchutz, where the camp wa» 
Biarked out, and the corps of Retzow confti- 
tuted the rear-guard of the army. The Auftrian 
cavalry feveral times attacked the Pruffians, but 
was vigoroufly repulfcd by Seidlitz, and the 
prince of Wurtemberg. The camp the army 
aflumed wai^ %^^> ^^ B^uta^^ (urrpunded 

by 
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by a double marfhy ditch^ and was upon hills 
which were not overlooked on any fide. Mar- 
ihal Daun^ the fame day, returned into his 
former camp, and did not appear to have ob* 
tained a vidory. 

We have abrcady faid the Pruffians loft perfons 
highly Avorthy to be regretted, becaufe of their 
greap merit. Such were marihal Keith, prince 
Francis of Brunfwick, and general Geift. Moft 
pf the generals were either hurt or wounded ; as 
were the king, the margrave Charles, and many 
pthers Mfhom it would be too tedious to name« 
The army was deprived of three thoufand men, 
(:hiefly infantry, and of the prifoners it had 
fakei^, Only one general, named Vittelefchi, 
fnd feven hundred men remained. 

While thefp events pafled in Lufatia, generals 
de Ville and Harfch kept Neifscbfely blockaded. 
Information was received that a train of a hun-^ 
dred pieces of artillery and forty mortars were 
to leave Olmutz for Silefia. Combining thefe 
preparations with the effect which the battle 
gained muft produce on the minds of the 
Auftrians, it was eafy to predidt the fiege of Neift 
would be the refult. The place was too im* 
portant for the king not to employ all imaginable 
pieans for its falvation. The fiege however 
^ould not be raifed except by marching an. 

vmy 
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army into Silefia. It was difficult to avoid de- 
ranging affairs in one country, while endeavour* 
ing to rc-eftablifti them in another. At length, 
intelligence being obtained that the Ruffians had 
abandoned Stargard, and direfted their march 
through Reez and Calies for Poland, the king 
took the following meafures. He fent for hi^ 
brother, with ten battalions and fome artillery, 
to replace that which had been lo& Count 
Dohna received orders to march into Saxony, 
and only to leave a corps in Pomerania, under 
the command of Platen, to fuccour Colberg, 
which was befieged by fifteen thoufand Ruffians, 
under Palmbach. He was commanded to 
direft his march for Torgau, that he might 
thence turn on whichever fide his prefenco 
0iould be mod neceflTary. Finck took the com* 
mand of the remainder of the corps of prince 
'Henry which held the camp of Gamig. 

While thefo orders were difpatched, Daun 
advanced, and encamped near the army of the 
king. A detachment covered his flank at 
Buchwald; his right was fupported at CannewitZj^ 
whence the Une extended by Belgern, Wurchen, 
and Dreffa, in a femicircular form, through 
Grubfchutz ancj Strela. The referve was pofted 
at Hochkirchen. However formidable might 
be the afpedt of thefe troops, the Pruffians had 
7 the 



ItlSTORY or tH« SfiV^^f YfiAHS WAlt. &8^ 

the lefs to fear becaufe that fcarcely had the 
Auftrians affumed this pofition before they in- 
trenched thcmfeives to the very teeth. The 
two points which merited mod ferious attention 
were the prefervation of Bautzen^ where the 
fubfiftenceand ovens of the army were,*and the 
mill of Malfchwitz, which was on a height, 
and which the enemy muft not be fuiFeredto 
poifefs, ' 

The kmg guarded the town of Bautzen^ 
againft the attempts of the Auftrians, by an inter* 
mediate corp$, which he placed between that? 
town and his right; but to the mill^ at the 
lextremity of the left, he only fent fome huf- 
fars, that the enemy might not perceive how 
important this poft was to the Pruflians. The 
reafon x)f a£ting thus was that the mill was a 
quarter of a mile from the left, fo that keeping 
the pofition of the army it could not be main-^ 
tained, becaufe of its diftance ; and the reafon 
of its importance was that, on die meditated 
march of the king, he could not gain Gorlitz 
before Daun, if his columns did not pafs at the 
foot of this mill, where if the enemy had 
placed any troops he muft have croffed the 
Spree behind his camp, and re-paffed it Iciwer 
down, by which his army muft have made a 
circuit of two miles, Marlhal Daun^ in the 

mean 
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meantime imagined tfaatthe king, when hefliould 
hear of the fiege of Neifs, could find no other 
expedient to gain Silefia than that of attacking 
him ; and this was the reafon of his afluming 
the pofition of Cannewitz and Wurchen, and 
of his intrenching himfelf. That fo it was is 
apparent from the letter he wrote to Harfch, in 
which he lays, " continue your fiege in tran- 
^^ quillity ; I (hall detain the king ; he is cut 
^' off firom Silefia ; and, fhould he attack me, 
** you will hear a good account of him." It 
happened very different to the fuppofitions of 
the marfliah 

Prince Henry with his detachment departed 
from Gamig, paffed through Marienfchein, and 
x>n the 2ift arrived at the royal army, without 
encountering any foe on his route. Every pre- 
paration for the march could not be made fbpner 
than the 24th, and the fame evening the army 
was in motion. The garrifon of Bautzen ferved 
«5 an efcort to the army provifions. This corp!i 
began its march on the preceding night, and 
paffed through Kumerau, Neudorf, Trauben, 
And Culmen. The army proceeded in two 
columns. The rear-guard formed on the right 
of the windmill, whence it took the road for 
Leichnau and Ifchmitz, entirely turning the 
flight of the enemy. It afterward inclined 
z toward 
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toward Wcyerfdorf, and from thence for Ullerf- 
4or£y where the army encamped^ Moring, who 
led the van-guard of the baggage, furprifcd 
three hundred Auftrian horfe, near Ullcrfdorfj 
few q£ whom efcaped ; and the column of the 
jking having, near Weyerfdorf, (the 25th) fell 
in with a battalion of pandoitrs, who did not 
fuppofe any enemy near, this battalion was 
totally deftroyed* 

On the morrow (the 26th) the army was in 
motion before break of day, that it might gain 
Gorlitz fooner than marfhal Daun. The van* 
guard of huflars and dragoons arrived here firft, 
and found a corps of cavalry behind a defile^ 
on the fide of Rauchertfwalde, whidi, in a fitua<^ 
tion fo advantageous, it was impoffible to attack. 
Every attempt was made by fkirmifhing to en« 
gage it to combat, but inefTedually. Informa*^ 
tion was brought by a deferter that this wa3 a 
corps of carabineers and horfe-grenadiers, com« 
manded by a Spaniih general named Ayaflas ; 
and on hearing this it was refolved to infult fai$ 
Spanifh pride, that he might be engaged to pafs 
the defile, and fuffer himfelf to be beaten. To 
this effe(3: he was provoked by the huflarif; and 
she Spaniard pafled the defile in a fury, and fell 
lipon thofe whom he fup|>ofed had treated him 

witt^ 



with contempt. The dragoons immediately 
charged and drove his troops back into the very* 
defile he had fo imprudently pafled* He loli 
eight hundred men, whom the Pruffians took^ 
and efcaped under the hill of Landikron, where 
the prince of Durlach had lately come up with 
the referve under his command. The infantry 
of the Pruffian van-guard arrived at the fame 
time^ and was employed to feize on G6rlitz> 
which furrendered without any great difficulty. 
The army of the kittg here fupported its left ♦ 
its right extended to Girbiefdorf and Eberlbach. 
The flank was covered by a muddy rivulet which 
runs in a valley ; the fide df which oppofite the 
Pruffians was fteep. 

The Auftrians arrived in the afternoon^ 
Daun extended his army behind the Landfkron> 
from OiTeg toward Marckerfdorf. The king 
Was obliged to keep his Camp, that ht might 
employ fome days in the arrangement of fub- 
fiftence, fo that the 4rmy was not again in motion 
before the 30th. The troops decamped by 
night to pafstheNdifle, before intelligence (hould 
be gained by the enemy. Laudon was found 
in ambufh in the wood of Schonberg. This 
was a light march to the Pruffians, becaufe the 
baggage and provifions had taken the route of 

Naum* 
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Kaumburg-am-Qjieis. The rear^guard was at* 
tacked near" SGh6nberg> and the whold route was 
one battle* Laudon was encouraged by a rd* 
inforc^ment of twelve thoufand men, that had 
been fent him by Daun< Prince Henry, who 
conimanded the reari made fuch excellent dif- 
pofitions, by reciprocally fupporting the brigades^ 
ahd timely replacing them, in order to receive 
^ofe that retired to continue their march, that 
time only was loft. Lieutenant-^-general Bulow 
and about two hundred foldiers were indeed 
Wounded; but there Were not at the moft abovd 
fifteen men killed^ 

It was neceffafy to throw bridges over thd 
Queis, at Laubati^ which occafionM the lofs of 
the day. On the ift of November the army 
took the i*oad for Silefia. Preparations were 
J>articularly made to give the enemy a good re- 
ception on the rear ; for his force Was fufiicient 
to merit this attention. The two wings of th* 
Pruffian camp were on the fummits of two 
mountains, each of which ended toward the 
Queis. The more Lauban was approached the 
more thefe heights commanded that of th6 camp. 
A feparate tear-guard Was formed on each of 
them. The king was on the hill of the rights 
U th« 
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the margrave on that of the left ; the huflar^ 
were placed in the bottom between thefe two 
corps of infantry, to ad as occafion (hould re- 
quire. Behind thefe, brigades of infantry and 
artillery, in gradation, occupied the prevailing 
heights, that each corps, as it retired, might 
march under the protection of another. 

On the firft motion of retreat made by the 
Pruflians, Laudon ardently haflened to fall on 
the rear-guard, and was nearly taken by the 
huflars. He was defirous of being the firft to 
occupy the ground the king had quitted, and 
here his artillery was brought. But the heavy 
fire from the Pruffian batteries difmounted 
his guns, put his infantry into diforder, and ob* 
liged him to fly. He three times endeavoured to 
renew this manoeuvre, but always without eiFeft; 
a reception fimilar to the firft afforded fimilar 
pbftacles, till at length the huflars of Puttkam* 
mer, in ambufcade, left the wood, fell upon his 
troops, and for that day difgufted him with 
difturbing the march of the Pruflians. 

Hishighnefs, who had taken poft on the op- 
pofite ftiore of the Queis, there received the 
rear-guard ; after which he parted with the king 
his brother. The monarch marched through 
Lowenbcig, Pombfcn, Jauernick, and Girelf- 

dorf. 
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dorf, to NojBTcn ; and prince Henry to Land- 
fliut, on the ,6th, where he relieved general 
Fouqnet, who joined the king on his route to 
Neifs. 

The fiege of Neils had been begun by Harfch 
on the 2oth of Oftober. He had directed his 
attack on the fort of Pruffia, lying toward 
Heiderfdorf. The fecond parallel that was 
finiflied was at the diflance of thirty fathoms 
from the covere4 way, and the batteries were 
all mounted. Although Daun had fent him 
fuccours by the way of Silberberg, the Auftrians 
raifed the fiege on the rumour of the approach 
of the king. Treikow, the governor of Neifs, 
profited by the moment, and made a fally, 
on which occafion the enemy loft eight hundred 
mexi. Harfch and de Ville haftily retired, 
paflfed the Neifle, &nd retreated through Ziegen- 
hals to Jsegerndorf, leaving a confiderable quan- 
tity of ammunition in the environs of Neifs, 
which they wanted time to remove* 

Fouquet followed the enemy into upper 
Silefia, and took poft at Neuftadt, where h^ 
could obferve them the beft. Scarcely Ivul 
the troops arrived in tlie vicinage of Neifs before 
the king undertook a new expedition. After 
the Prufiians had left Lufatia, marfhal Daun^ 
on the 4th of Odober, had taken the road of 



the Elbe ; which river he paffed on the 7th, 
and encamped at Pima. Fmck, who had ire- 
mained at Gemich (Gamig) during the abfencc 
of prince Henry, was unable to maintain this 
poft againft an enemy fo (uperior in numbers* 
He retreated to the Windbefg, and thence for 
Kefleifdorf ; while Daun detached the troops of 
the circles toward Eulenburg, Torgau, and 
Leipfic# Count Dohna was on his march in 
thefe parts. The Ruffians as we have faid had 
taken the road for Poland, general Palmbach 
excepted> who, with a detachment of iome 
thoufands of men, had laid fiege to Colberg. 
This Ruffian general had been aftiveon the 26th 
and 27th of Odober. He gave fucceflive af- 
faults on the covered way, and was each time 
vigoroufly repulfed. A new attack was pre- 
pared for the 29th, and the Ruffians had even 
placed boats, by means of which they hoped 
to pafs the great moat, and take the place by 
ftorm# Count Dohna having fent Platen to 
the fuccour of Colberg, this general beat a corps 
of obfervation placed by . the Ruffians near 
Greiflfenberg ; after which he advanced to 
Treptow. Hid arrival made Palmbach con- 
ceive a dillike to fieges and aflaults ; and he 
retired, by Cofflin and Bublitz, into Poland* 
The trenches were opened on tlie 3d, 'and the 

town 
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town was relieved on the 29th of O&obcr. 
The governor, Heyden, diftinguiftied himfclf 
during the fiege by his good order, vigilance, 
and fortitude. 

Count Dohna called in Wedel to his army, 
who had aded againfl the Swedes, had beaten 
them at Fehrbellin, had driven them through 
Ruppin, beyond Prenzlow, had taken an entiic 
detachment of Heflcnftein in the lor d(hip of 
M. von Arnim, and had been every where at* 
tended by victory. He was relieved by Man- 
tcufel, who had fewer troops ; and during the 
march into Saxony, Wedel conduced thf 
Tan-guard oi Dohna. 

When Haddick arrived near Torgau, on the 
12th, the Pruffian van-guard appeared there at 
the fame time. Haddick retreated through the 
wood for Eulenburg. (15th) Wedel followed 
his footfleps, and, though the bridges of the 
Elfter were broken down, the Pruffian cavalry 
forded the river, and fell fo feafonably on the 
foe that Haddick loft two hundred men, and 
three field pieces. Count Dohna followed 
Wedel firom Eulenburg, and advanced on 
Leipfic, which the army of the circles had 
invefted. The prince de Deuxponts, intimi- 
dated by the check Haddick had fuftained, 
did not wait the approach of the Pruifians, but 
U 3 raifcd 
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raifed the liege, and haftily retired for Colditz. 
He thence turned toward Plauen, and went to 
take quarters in the empire, on the fide of Hof 
and Bareuth. 

While the prince de Deuxponts and Had- 
dick fled to gain the empire, marfhal Daun 
approached Drefden. The Pruflian corps, too 
much expofed at Keflelfdorf, pafled the Elbe 
and encamped in the fuburb of new Drefden, 
between the Fifchhaus and the Scheunens. 
Schmettau, the governor of Drefden, perceiv- 
ing the Auftrians were preparing to fcize on 
the fuburb of Pima, fet it on fire. Daun was 
careful of the royal children, who were in the 
city, otherwife it is to be prefumed he would 
have been more enterprizing ; the moats of the 
place however were good. 

The king had quitted Silefia; his van-guard 
was at the Weiflcnberg; fo that the governor 
might fafely expeft the arrival of aid. The 
return of the king deranged the proje&s of 
marlhal t)aun. Count Dohna had expelled the 
army of the circles, the feafon was advanced, 
and the royal army might in three days be 
at the gates of Drefden. Thefe various con- 
fidcrations infpired Daun with the. wifli to 
retreat. He decamped, on the 15th, for 
Grunau and Leibnitz, -and returned into 

Bohemia, 



HISTOR* OP THE SEVEN YEARS WAR. 295 

Bohemiaj where he fent his troops into winter 
quarters* 

On the news of his departure the margrave 
Charles, who was with the main army, at 
Gorlitz, received orders to return with the troops 
into Silefia. The king, who was at the Weiffen- 
berg, advanced to Drefden; where arrange- 
ments were taken for winter quarters. Count 
Dohna returned into Pomeraaia and Meck- 
lenbourg. Hulfen took poft at Freyberg, on 
the frontiers of Bohemia. Itzenplitz com- 
manded at Zwickau, and a line was drawn in 
Silefia along the Bohemian frontiers, from 
Greiffcnberg to Glat?. Fouquet occupied 
Jaegerndorf, Lcobfchutz, Neuftadt, and the 
environ s* 

We have but Hightly noticed the campaign 
of the Swedes, to whom only detachments 
from the garrifon of Stettin had been oppofed, 
till the time that the king fent the corps un- 
der Wedcl, from the camp of Ramnau in 
Lufatia. The prowefs of the Swedes confifted in 
penetrating into the open country, when and 
where they found no oppofition. A feeble 
detachment reduced them to the defenfive; 
and, far from making conquefts, they thought 
themfclves exceedingly happy to find they were 

U 4 ?^^- 
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pemiitted dunng the winter to amton in the 
vicinity of Stralfund. 

Wp have in Jike manner filcntly pafle4 
over fomc detachments fent by bis royal high- 
nefs, at the beginning of the fpring, toward 
Barcuth and Bamberg. Driefcn and Meyer 
headed thefe petty expeditions, the end of. 
which was to retard the operations of the: 
army of the circles, and to fpread terror 
among fuch of the princes of Germany as ba4- 
declared againfl the king. 

If we take a fummary view of this cam*t 
paign, we (hall find that it i^ diftinguifheci 
jfrom other campaigns by the number of the 
fieges that were raifed. There were bnt two 
places taken; Schweidni(z by the Pruiliansj^ 
and the Sonnenftein b^ the troops of the 
empire. The king r^ed the liege of Ol-^ 
mutz; the Ruffians the fieges of Kuftrii\ 
and of Colberg ; the Auftrians thofe of Ncift 
and of Drefden; and the troops of the 
circles thofe of Torgau and of Leipfic. 

After the clofc of this long and fatiguing 
campaign, the king, having caufed the work$ 
of the Sonnenftein to be rafed, returned intq 
gilefia, and fixed his head quarters at Breflau, 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 

TTife Winter of 1758 to 1759. 

THE royal family thia year loft two illuf* 
triou3 pcrfons ; the one was the prince of 
Ffuffi^, who fell into a decline,- and was car- 
ried off, at the beginning of June, by a fuf- 
focating catarrh, at the time that the Pruflians 
befieged OlmutZr The goodnefs of bis heart 
jand intelligent: mind fpoke a future mild and 
happy government, and made him regretted. , 
The margravefs of Bareuth was the fecond ; 
a princefs of uncommon merit, with a cultivatecl 
underftanding, a mind adorned with very fu^ 
perior knowledge, a genius apt at all things^ 
and -a Angular talent for the arts. Thefe happy 
gifts of nature form, however, the leaft part 
of her eulogy^ Her excellent qualitieS| her 
generous and benevolent inclinations, hef 
poble elevation of foul, the gentlenefs of hey 
charader, all united in her the brilliant advan;^ 
tages of wit to the unlhaken virtues of the heart ; 
virtues which fhe never falfifiedf She often 
fuffered ingratitude from thofe on whom (he had 
b?aped wealth and favours; but there is no 
6 example 
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example of her having deceived any pcrfon* 
The king and this worthy fifter were in habits of 
the moft tender and conftant friendfhip, from 
love that was formed in early infancy^ that had 
been ftrehgthened by the fame education, the 
fame feelings, and which fidelity unlhaken 
rendered indiffoluble. This princefs, whofe 
health was feeble, was fo highly afFedted by the 
dangers that threatened her family, that grief 
completed the ruin of her conftitution. Her 
difeafe foon became evident; the phyficians 
knew it to be a confirmed dropfy. Their re- 
medies were inefFedual; they could not aid 
her. She died, on the 14th of Oftober 1758, 
with a courage and fortitude of foul worthy 
the higheft philofophy ; and on the very day 
on which the king was beaten at Hochkirchcn 
by the Auftrians. 

The Rom^s would not have failed to have 
attributed feme fatality to this day, thus marked 
by two of misfortune*s ftrokes, that at once fell 
(b heavy on the king. In this enlightened age 
men have recovered from fuch ftupid errors as 
would induce us to believe one day can be 
more or lefs fortunate than another. The life 
of man hangs but by a hair ; the gain or lofs / 
of a batlc depends but on a trifle. Our def- 
tinics are one continued chain of fecond caufes, 

which. 
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which, in the multitude of events that they 
lead to, muft neceffarily produce good and evil- 
fortune. 

In this year terminated the pontificate of pope 
BenediA, the leaft fuperftitious, and thebeft in- 
formed, of any of the pontiffs who long had fat 
on the epifcopal throne. The French, Spanifli, 
and Auftrian fadions eleded Rezzonico, the 
Venetian, to be his fucceffor; who took the name 
of Clement XIII. The difference of the 
genius of thefe two popes was the more evident 
to the public becaufe Clement, though he might 
be a good prieft, wanted the talents neceflfary to 
the fovereigns of Rome, by which they fliould 
govern their ftates and the catholic church. 
The firft fteps of his pontifical government 
were all falfe. He fent marihal Daun a con- 
fecrated toqua,* and a fanftified fword, for 
having beaten the Pruflians at Hochkirchen ; 
though fuch prefents, according to the cuftom 
of the Roman court, are made only to generals 
who have vanquifhed pagan nations, or have 
civilized barbarians. His conduft, therefore, 
neceflarily embroiled him with the king of 
Pruffia, to whom he ought to have paid refpeft, 
becaufe of the great number of catholic fub- 

* A kind of cap* T» 

jcfts 
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jefts that were fettkd io the ftatcs vmdcr hk 
domain. 

This pope had more important difputes with 
the king of Portugal, relative to the Jefuits, 
who had made .war on the Spaniards and Por*» 
tuguefe in Paraguay, and had even beaten 
them. After the quarrel, the king of Portugal 
no longer thought proper to confide the fecrct* 
of his confcience, and of his government, t^ 
the members of a fociety that had aded as thp 
enemy of his kingdom. He difiniffcd the 
Jefuit who had been his ghoftly father, and 
chofe a confeflbr from another order* The 
Jefuits, to revenge this affront, which was to 
them a matter of the more confequcnce becaufe 
the conduft of the king might be imitated by 
other monarchs, caballed in the ftate, and ex- 
cited all the grandees of the kingdom, over 
whom they had any influence, againft the go* 
vernment. Father Malagrida, animated by a 
more ardent zeal, a more theological hatred, 
than his brethren, accomplifhed a confpiracy, 
by his intrigues, againft 'the life of the king, of 
the members of which the duke d'Aveir<» 
declared himfelf the chief. 

This duke, knowing the king was to take An 
airing in his coach, concealed the confpirators 
on the road where the monarch was to pafs. 

The 
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The coachman was killed at the firft fire, and at 
the fecond the king had his arm broken. The 
ftcret of the confpiracy was lohg after difcovered 
by letters, which the chiefs of the party had 
written to Brazil, there to raife an infurredion. 
Thci duke d'Aveiros and his accomplices were 
arretted; they unanimoufly depofed that the 
crime had been fuggefted to them by the 
Jefuits, who were the inftigators of all that had 
happened. 

The king wiflied to inflift an exemplary 
punilhment on the authors of this abominable 
plot. His juft rcfentment, armed by the laws, 
and fuftained by the tribunals of the realm, was 
ready to burft forth againft the Jefuits. The 
pope undertook their defence, and openly op- 
pofed the courfe of juftice. Thcfe fathers were 
however baniftied the kingdom, and went to 
Rome, where they were received, not as rebels 
and traitors, but as martyrs heroically fufFering 
for the faith'. Never did the court of Rome 
give fuch caufe of fcandal. However vicious 
the' pontiffs had been, whom preceding ages 
had detefted, not one of them had openly 
declared himfelf the protcftor of crimes and 
murderers. 

The ill-judged conduft of the pope apjpeared 
to influence the whole clergy. The holy toqua 

that 
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that he had fent to marihal Daun excited a capri-* 
cious zeal among the ecclefiaftical princes o£ 
Germany. The cledbor of Cologn, among, 
others^ iflued an edift in his ftates^ by which 
he forbade his proteftant fubjeds, under feverc 
puni(hment^ to rejoice for the advantages which 
the Pruffians or their allies might gain over their 
enemies. The fa&, which of itfelf is deferving 
of little notice^ merits to be cited^ becaufe that it 
charaderifes the abfurdity of itianriers in an age 
in which reafon has^ in other rtfpc6ts, made Co 
great a progrefs. But thefe farces, which wer^ 
afted by petty courts, were attended with no 
confequences except the hiffes of the public ; 
whereas the pafiions that agitated the great 
courts of Europe produced fcenes more fatally 
tragical. 

We have feen that not long fincc the abb^ 
de Bemis became minifter for foreign affairs at 
Verfailles, and was foon created a cardinal, for 
having figned the treaty of Vienna. So long as 
his own fortune was in queftion, all ways for the 
accomplifliment of this were equal to him ; but, 
when he faw himfelf eftablilhed, he endeavoured 
to maintain himfelf in his employment by 
condud and principles lefs variable, and in 
greater conformity to the permanent interefts 
of the ftate. His views all were turned to the 
7 procuring 
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procuring of peace, in order to terminate a, war 
from which he could forefee nothing but dif- 
advantage ; and, on the other part, to releafe his 
nation from a forced alliance, the burthen of 
which was borne by France, and the* fruits and 
utility of which were all gathered and enjoyed 
by the houfe of Auftria. Addreffing himfelf to 
England, by clandeftine and fecret means, he 
there began a negotiation for peace; but tho 
marchionefs de Pompadour was of a contrary 
opinion, and he immediately faw himfelf arretted 
in his career. By his a&s of imprudence he had 
raifed himfelf; by his lage views he was ruined. 
He was difgraced for having fpoken of peace; 
and fent an exile into the bifhopric of Aix. 

The duke de Choifeul, a native pf Lorraine, 
ambaffador from France to the court of Vienna, 
fon of M. de Stainville, ambaffador from the 
emperor at Paris, became the minifter for foreign 
affairs, in lieu of the difgraced cardinal. He 
fignalized his entrance into the miniftry by a new 
treaty of alliance, which he concluded with the 
court of Vienna; a copy of which we have given 
at the end of the chapter, that we might not 
interrupt the connexion of the narrative. Who^ 
ever reads it will perceive the afcendency which 
the court of Vienna had acquired over that of 
Vcrfailles, and which as it proceeded did but 

increafc. 
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increafe. Not fatisfied with the difadvantageouf 
treaty that he had concluded with the empref^ 
queen, the duke de Choifeul commanded the 
Acadimie des InfcriptionSj in the. name of the 
kingt to (bike a medal which fiiould eternize the 
memory of that event. 

The two courts ftopped not here : they em- 
ployed their common credit at the court of 
Pcterfburg, to inflame the hatred of the emprefs, 
Elizabeth, againft the king of Pruifia. They 
remonftrated to her that it became her to wa(h 
Out the (lain her honour had received at Zorn-« 
dorf, by fending an army more numerous into 
5he field, on the approaching fpring. Her fa- 
vourite inceflantly repeated that, in order to 
change the contempt of the Pruffians for the 
Ruffians into terror, it was neceffary.flie fliould 
fommand her generals to aft with greater vigour, 
and to follow on all occafions the advice they 
fliould receive from the allied powers. Thefe 
infinuations were conducive to the purpofe 
which the court of Vienna had in view; that 
is, to make her allies encounter all the perib 
of war, and to huiband all its advantages for 
Wfelf. 

The king of Poland was a party irt all thele 
intrigues. He not only embittered the court 
of Peterfburg againft that of Berlin but, wishing 

likewifc 
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likewife tx> gain from the friendftiip of the cm- 
prefs Elizabeth advantages in favour of bis 
family, he folicited her aid for the procuring^ of 
the dutchy of Courland, in favour of his third 
fon, prince Charles. The emprefs, defirous of 
obliging the Saxons, gave her confentj and 
Auguftus IL invefted his fon with this duchy. 
The new duke repaired to Peterfburg, to return 
the emprefs thanks for the grant. But this 
prince, reftlcfs and ardent, took part in all the 
cabals of the court : his proceedings embroiled 
him with the grand duke and dutchefs, whofc 
hatred he incurred, and which finally occasioned 
his ruin. 

While the emprefs of Ruflia beftowed duchies 
ftnd appropriated kingdoms, {he herfelf was not 
without apprehenfions. She dreaded left the 
Englifti, the allies of Pniffia, diflatisfied with 
the conduft the Ruffians had held toward them 
ffom the commencement of the war, (hould 
fend a fleet into the Baltic, and burn the port 
of Cronfchlott. To prevent any fuch attempts, 
her minifters negotiated a treaty of aflbciation 
with the crowns of Sweden and Denmark, in 
order to intefdift the paflage of the Sound to 
foreign fleets. This convention, in which the 
Swedes found their advantage, and to which 

X the 
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the fubfidies of France obligied the Danes Id 
confent, was haftily concluded between the three 
peters. 

England troubled herfelf little concerning the 
meafures the powers of the north were taking, 
to forbid her fquadrons an entrance into the 
Baltic. She ruled over the ocean, and in every 
other fea was mifbrefs ; without diilurbing her- 
felf either concerning the Baltic or the Sound. 
Admiral Boicawen and general Amherd: had 
taken Cape Breton; Kej^el had conquered 
. the iiland of Goree on the coaft of Africa. The 
Indies prefented fpoils far different from any 
to be found on the (hores of Denmark, Sweden, 
or Rulfia. 

This great progrcfs of the Englifh did not 
cafe the king of the load under which he la- 
bouredy nor fecurc his crown from impending: 
perils. He had in vain requefted a fquadroa 
of the Englifli, to cover his ports in the Baltic, 
menaced by the fleets of Ruflia and of Sweden,. 
His ambalTador Rexin, at the Porte, was con- 
tinually traverfcd in his negotiation by Mr. Por- 
ter, the ambaffador of Great Britain. The new* 
emperor of the Turks was deftitute of education, 
ignorant of bufinefs, and timid to an extreme ^ . 
as well from the dread of being dethroned. as 
from that of the ill fuccefs of his arms, Ihould he 

engage. 
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engage in a war with the houfe of Auftriar How 
great foever the fums were that were fent to this 
court, whatever mode of corruption was atteiopt- 
td, affairs were but little advanced thereby, for 
the Auftrians and French fcattered their money 
and made their prefents with the fainp prpfiifion; 
and the Turks found it more to their intereft to 
receive rewards for remaining quiet than for 
becoming aftive, 

. The ineffeftual efforts which the king had 
paade, at the Porte, progreffively confirmed him 
that he had nothing to expeft from foreign aid, 
and that he mufl recur to his own proper re- 
fources. His whole attention was turned toward 
his army. All the men that could be obtained 
were raifed; arms and horfes were diflributed, 
and the troops were provifioned, in order, during 
the enfuing campaign, to oppofe the multi- 
ferious foes, whom Pruffia had to combat, by 
a well Gondidoned and numerous army. 
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Extras from the treaty of Alliance concluded 
^ FerfailleSj on the y>th of December^ 
1758, between the l^prefs ^een and the 
King of France^ 

This treaty appears to have been concluded 
in oppofition to the convention of fubfidy, which 
had been figned on the i ith of April, the fame 
year, between the courts of Pruffia and England. 
Mention of this is even Tiade in the preamble, 
and it is there faid ii> fo many words. 

That, as the tranquillity of Germany muft 
not hope for rceftablilhment, except by en- 
feebling the pernicious power of the king of 
Pruflia, the mod chriftian king and the em* 
prcfs que?n had thought proper to ftrengthcn 
(he ties of their union by a tres^ty, confirming 
ihc treaty of Verfeilles of the ift of May 1 756 ^ 
that they might concert meafures the mpft pro- 
per to oblige the agg^effor to giye fatisfa<^o|^ 
to the injured, and fecurity for the future^ an4 
that they might permanently eftablifti the repofe 
of Germany, by reducing the king of Pruffia 
within fuch bounds as no longer (hpuld permit 
him, at the will of his ambitioq, and of that of 
England, to trouble the general tranquillity, 
as well as tlie tranquillity of his neighbours^ 
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They then proceed to the treaty itfelf, which 
contains the following articles : 

Art. I. The two parties confirm the treaty 
ef Verfailles, of the ift of May 1756, which 
they nuke the bafis of the prefent convention. 

II. The king of France promifes, during the 
whole courfe of the prefent war, to fumifh the 
emprefs queen with a fuccour of eighteen thou- 
fand foot and fix thoufand horfe, either in men 
or money, which (hall be at the choice of the 
emprefs queen. 

III. The fuccour in money is fixed at three 
millions four hundred and fifty*fix thoufand 
florins per annum. 

IV. The king of France frngly undertakes 
to pay the fubfidy of Sweden. 

V. He promifes to maintain the corps of 
Saxon troops ; and that it (hall be at the dif- 
pofal of the emprefs queen, whenever flie (hall 
make the demand. 

VI. The two parties engage to procure the 
king of Poland, eleftor of Saxony, not only 
f eftitution of his eftates but alfo a proportionate 
indemnification. 

VII. The king of France promifes to employ 
a hundred thoufand men in Germany, to cover 
l^c Auftrian low countries and the ftates of the 
iWpirCt 

VIIL TK^ 
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VIII. The fafety of the coafts of Flanders 
rendering it neceffary that the towns of Oftend 
and Nieuport ftiould be fecured from all infvilt, 
and the n^oil chrift^an king being deiirous ol 
undertaking the defence of tbefe two places, 
they (hall remain confided to the guard of his 
prpops, fo long as the prefent war between France 
and England (hall continue; but this arrange- 
ment, which is folely relative to theTecurity of 
the aforefaid places, is not to be any way preju- 
dicial to the right of fovereignty of the emprefs 
queen. 

IX. The king of France however promifes 
to give up the towns of Nieuport and Oftend, 
even before he makes peace with England; if it 
(ball fo be ultimately agreed. 

X. The countries conquered from the king 
of Pruffia (hall be governed and adminiftered in 
the name, ^nd by the commiflaries, of die em^ 
prefs queen ; but the revenues (hall appertain 
to the moft chriftian king, with the exception 
of forty thoufand florins, to be deducted for the 
expences of adminiftration. 

XI. The two parties engage to terminate 
any individual difcuffion they may have^ in an 
amicable manjier. 

XII. The moft chriftian king promifes to 
jnake every effort during the war, and to employ 

in 
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in die conferences for peace his moft efficacious 
good offices," in or:der that, in the treaty to be 
concluded between the cmprefs queen and the 
king of Pruffia, the duchy of Silefia, and the 
county of Glatz, fhall be ceded and afcertained 
to the houfe of Auftria; and he previoufly 
undertakes to guarantee all that (hall be ftipu- 
lated on that head, between the emprefs queen 
and the king of Pruffia. • 

XIII. The two parties engage to conclude 
neither peace nor truce with their common enc- 

,mies, except in perfedt concert. The king of 
France promifes to conclude neither peace nor 
truce with the king of England, without ftipu-, 
lating with him that he fhall employ all his ef- 
forts to engage the king of Pruffia to grant her, 
Imperial majefty juft and honourable conditions; 
or at leaft, not without obliging the king o 
England to promife he will afford no further aid 
to the king of Pruffia ; and the emprefs queen 
engages to make neither peace nor trace with 
the king of Pruffia but on the fame conditions. 

XIV. For the fecurity of the proteftant 
flates, the treaty of Weflphalia is confirmed ; 
ZY\d it is agreed -to invite the crown of Sweden 
to accede to the prefent treaty. 

XVr The emprefs queen renounces her 

right of reverfion to the duchies of Parma, Pla- 

3 centia^ 
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cendaj and Guaftalla^ in favour of the male 
defcendants of the infant don Philip. 

XVI, The two parties engage to aft in con- 
cert with the duke of Parma and the court of 
the king of the two Sicilies, to fix the order of 
fucceffion in the kingdom of the Sicilies* 

XVII* In return for the renunciation made 
in the XVth article, the rtioft chriftian king 
promifes to employ his good offices to ihduce 
the king of Naples to cede to the emperor his 
pretentions on the allodial property of the houfes 
of Medicis and Farnefe. 

XVIII. The infant duke of Parma renoun- 
ces his pretentions on the allodial property of 
the houfes of Medicis and Famefe, as well as on 
the towns of Bozzolo and Sabionetta. 

XIX. The moil chriftian king promifes to 
concur, by" his good offices, in promoting the 
cleftion of the archduke, Jofeph, to be king 
of the Romans, in a manner conformable to the 
conftitutions of the empire. 

XX. The two parties agree to take no mea- 
furcs relative to the future cleftion of a king of 
Poland but by common confent y and, their 
purpofes being only to maintain the liberties <^f 
the Polifh nation, they declare, from this time, 
fhould the free choice of the republic happen to 

faU 
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fall on a prince of the houfe of Saxony, they 
will aflford it their beft fupport. 

XXI. The emprefs queen having, with the 
duke of Modcna, agreed on the marriage of the 
archduke Leopold with the princefs of Modena, 
and wiftiing to requeft from the emperor and 
the empire the reverfion of the feudal fucceffion 
of Modena, in favour of the archduke Leopold^ 
on condition that the ftates of Modena never 
(hall be united to the coUeftive ftates of the 
houfe of Auftria, the king of France promifes to 
promote the marriage, by his good offices. 

XXII. The emperor, the emprefs of Ruffia, 
and the kings of Sweden aild Poland^ ihall be 
invited to accede to this treaty. 

The two, laft as well as the three feparate 
8irticle33 contain nothing but fimple formalities. 
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